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52 Home Connection Handbook

These activities are easy and fun to do with your child at home, and they will
reinforce the skills and concepts your child is learning in school. 

Unit 1 � Draw an analog clock face with the hour and minute hands showing
8 o’clock. Ask your child to write the time shown. Repeat with other
times such as 3:30, 11:45, and 7:10. If you don’t want to draw a
clock face each time, use craft sticks or toothpicks for the hour and
minute hands.

� Make combinations of bills and coins using money from your wallet
or a piggy bank. Have your child write the amount shown using a
dollar sign and a decimal point. For example, suggest 4 dollar bills,
3 dimes, and 2 pennies. Your child would write $4.32.

Unit 2 � Practice addition and subtraction fact extensions, for example, 
6 � 7 � 13; 60 � 70 � 130; 600 � 700 � 1,300.

� Use Fact Triangles to practice multiplication by covering the
product. Practice division by covering one of the other numbers.
Make this brief and fun.

Unit 3 � Measure various items with your child with each of you using
personal measures, such as paces or hand spans. Discuss why, for
example, the width of your living room is only 15 of your paces but
25 of your child’s. Talk about why standard units are useful. 

� Draw three different polygons such as a square, a rectangle, and a
triangle. Ask your child to estimate which has the largest and
which one has the smallest perimeter. Then, help your child
measure the sides with a ruler and determine the exact perimeter
of each polygon. Compare your child’s estimate with the actual
perimeters. 

Unit 4 � Ask questions that involve multiples of equal groups. For example,
say “Pencils are packaged in boxes of 8. There are 3 boxes. How
many pencils are there?”

� Ask questions that involve equal sharing. For example, say “Seven
children share 49 baseball cards. How many cards does each child
get? How many cards are left over?”

Unit 5 � Write decimals for your child to read aloud, such as 0.32 (thirty-two
hundredths) or 0.9 (nine-tenths).

� Write down two 4- or 5-digit numbers. Ask your child to tell which
is larger and explain why. Try a few more and then switch roles.

Do-Anytime Activities for Grade 3
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Teacher Masters for Family Communication 53

Unit 6 � Search for geometric figures with your child. Identify figures by
name, if possible, and talk about their characteristics. For example,
a stop sign is an octagon, with 8 sides and 8 angles. A brick is a
rectangular prism, where all faces are rectangles.

� Have your child use a protractor to draw a design using only acute
angles (less than 90°). Other designs can be made using obtuse
angles (between 90° and 180°) and right angles (90°). 

Unit 7 � Have your child write three different number sentences using
parentheses that equal 16. Some examples are 1 � (32 � 16), 
4 � 4 � (8 � 2) � (2 � 2), and (16 � 2 � 2) � (3 � 2).

� Provide your child with problems with missing factors for
multiplication practice. For example, ask “6 times what number
equals 18?”

Unit 8 � Help your child find fractions in the everyday world—in
advertisements, on measuring tools, in recipes, and so on. 

� Have your child trace around an object such as a deck of cards, a
box, a plate, a cup, a can, and so on. Divide the figure equally into 4
parts. Ask your child to color �

3
4� of the shape. Try a few more using

different figures and dividing them into different fractional parts.
Instead of tracing around an object, draw figures such as squares,
rectangles, and circles.

Unit 9 � Ask your child how many 10s are in 30, 50, 100, 1,000 and so on.
� Take out different objects such as buttons, counters, pennies, and

paperclips. Divide them into 3 equal groups. How many are in each
group? How many are left over? 

Unit 10 � Review equivalent names for measurements. For example, ask
“How many cups are in a pint?” To test it out, count how many cups
of water a pint container will hold.

� Name items around the house that weigh less than 5 pounds, 10
pounds, and 20 pounds. If you have a scale, place the items on the
scale to check your guesses.

Unit 11 � Use the weather as a springboard to discuss probability. Begin by
noting the chance (percentage) for rain, and then ask your child if it
seems likely or unlikely that it will rain.

� Make a number line from –6 through 6, leaving off some of the
numbers. Ask your child to fill in the missing numbers. Try another
number line with a different range of numbers and blank spaces.
Then switch roles, and have your child create a number line,
leaving off some labels for you to fill in.
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