
Non-Fiction Unit  

Grade 4 
 

 

5 weeks of lessons 

 * Integrate unit with writing unit and use the non-fiction book(s)               

           for the research paper to address many of these standards. 

 

 * Additional Resources for exploring non-fiction 

   (Story Works, National Geographic, Time for Kids, Articles, etc.) 



   
 

NON-FICTION UNIT READING CALENDAR 

 
 
 
 

Week/ 

Section 

1 
 
 
 

Whole Class 

Lesson 1 

 

Introduce 

the genre: 

Non-fiction 

Text 

Structures 
 

Compare 

elements of 

fiction and 

non-fiction: 
Mixed Bag 
Activity 

Whole Class 

 

Introduce 

the genre 

(cont.): Non-

fiction Text 

Structures 

 

 

Pre-Reading 

Organizer 
 

 

Independent/ 

Teacher 

Circulates 

 

Relate to genre 

overview- e.g., 

Elements/features 

of non-fiction text 
 
 

Independent/ 

Teacher 

Circulates 

 

Relate to genre 

overview- e.g., 

Elements/features 

of non-fiction text 
 

 Independent/ 

Teacher 

Circulates 

 

Relate to genre 

overview- e.g., 

Elements/features 

of non-fiction text 

 

 

 

Week/ 

Section 

2 

Whole Class 

Lesson 2: 

Determining 

the Main 

Idea 

 

Interesting 

Facts vs. 

Important 

Facts  

Whole Class 

Lesson 2: 

Determining 

the Main Idea 

 

 

Main Ideas vs. 

Supporting 

Ideas  

 Independent/ 

Teacher 

Circulates 

 

 

 

Relate to 

determining the 

main idea 

Independent/ 

Teacher 

Circulates 

 

 

 

Relate to 

determining the 

Main Idea 

Independent/ 

Teacher 

Circulates 

 

 

 

Relate to 

determining  

main idea 

 

 

Week/ 

Section 

3 
 
 
 
 

 Whole Class 

Lesson 3: 

Summarizing 

Independent/ 

Teacher 

Circulates 

 

 

Relate to 

Summarizing 

Independent/ 

Teacher 

Circulates 

 

 

Relate to 

Summarizing 

Independent/ 

Teacher 

Circulates 
 

 

Relate to 

Summarizing 

Independent/ 

Teacher 

Circulates 
 

Relate to 

Summarizing   

 
 

Week/ 

Section 

4 
 
 
 
 

Whole Class 

Lesson 4: 

Interpreting 

Information 

 

Task Cards 

Activity 
 

Independent/ 

Teacher 

Circulates 

Relate to 

Understanding 

information  
 

Independent/ 

Teacher 

Circulates 

Relate to 

Understanding 

information  

Independent/ 

Teacher 

Circulates 

 

Finish reading 

book &  pulling 

information for 

research report  

Independent/ 

Teacher 

Circulates 

 

Finish reading 

book &  pulling 

information for 

research report 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=WQzwaGVrE6feqM&tbnid=w6w9c1Jg1Pp5RM&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http://bestclipartblog.com/29-calendar-clip-art.html&ei=x9aiU6DEKte3sATLtoGgCw&psig=AFQjCNFJDTuFmrKNXzAkBVDvO6kxkrJhBw&ust=1403267143776471


Special Education Accommodations 

 

Special education students should be challenged to read so they can gain the 

academic rigor required. 

Teachers should use their own discretion if students need the passage read to 

them or they can read it own their own. 

Teachers can read the passage, questions and answers, depending on the need 

 

 

 

 

 



Whole Class Lesson # 1 
 

Identifying the Characteristics of Nonfiction Text 
 
 Common Core Standard: RI 4.5 
 
Overview: 
 Determine the characteristics of informational text.  
 
Classroom Resources: 
Chart paper 
Overhead projector/document camera 
What is text structure? worksheets (attached) 
Non-fiction pre-reading organizer 
 
Instructional Plan: 
Have students compare and contrast various text structures of nonfiction.   
 
Instruction and Activities: 
1.  Then use the Mixed Bags:  Nonfiction Text Structures lesson. (attached) 
2.  Have the students identify the text structure and features of the nonfiction text. 
 
Student Assessment/Reflections: 
Formally assess students' comprehension of the characteristics of a nonfiction/informational text 
by having students complete a  Comparison Chart.  Students will use three nonfiction texts to 
complete the Comparison Chart. 
 
 
Additional Resources for Future Mini Lessons/ Differentiated Lessons: 
Nonfiction mentor text, (Tying the Score, Food for Thought, or Digging Up Tyrannosaurus Rex) 
Resources (teacher’s choice) Examples: State Reference Books, Animal Books, etc… 
National Geographic Magazine 
Venn diagram (attached) 
Scholastic Storyworks 
 
 
 



What is Text Structure? 
Text structure refers to the ways that authors organize information in text. 

Teaching students to recognize the underlying structure of content-area texts can 

help students focus attention on key concepts and relationships, anticipate what’s 

to come, and monitor their comprehension as they read.  

As readers interact with the text to construct meaning, their comprehension is 

facilitated when they organize their thinking in a manner similar to that used by 

the author. Readers who struggle with text comprehension often do so because 

they fail to recognize the organizational structure of what they are reading, and 

they are not aware of cues that alert them to particular text structures (Cochran 

& Hain).  

Obviously, all texts are different to a certain extent, but depending upon the 

author's purpose, the topic and the genre, reading selections tend to be organized 

to employ a few predominant structural patterns. The following should be 

explicitly taught to teach students to comprehend more effectively:  

Structure (Organization) 
Fiction  
 

Non-Fiction 

Story Elements:  
• Characters  
• Setting  
• Problem/Solution  
• Plot  
 

• Cause and Effect  
• Sequence  
• Problem/Solution  
• Description  
• Compare and Contrast  
 

 

Fiction texts typically have literary elements such as characters, setting, problem/ 

solution, and plot. Hearing stories told and read aloud helps children internalize 

the elements of fiction. When they begin to read, they expect that there will be 

characters and that some will be more important than others. They also expect a 

resolution, a satisfying ending.  



One effective way to help students identify nonfiction structures is to teach words 

and phrases that frequently signal organization. For example, if students know 

that words such as like, unlike, and in contrast are often used when one thing is 

being compared to another, they can readily spot the author's intention and 

they'll be better equipped to understand the text as a whole.  

 

 

Authors use text features to bring attention to important details. You can use the 

following features to become more successful and efficient in your reading: 

 

Text Features 
Fiction  
 

Non-Fiction 

• Title  
• Chapter Index (for Chapter Books)  
• Illustrations  
• Bold Print  
• Continuous Text  
• Paragraphing  
• Dialogue  
 

• Title  
• Table of Contents  
• Index*  
• Photos  
• Captions  
• Diagrams  
• Glossary  
• Date line (periodicals)  
• Bold Print  
• Headings  
• Sub-titles  
 

*The more readers build up knowledge about these elements and underlying 

structures, the better they can use them as sources of information. 

  



Teaching Structures 
Text Organization 

 

Mixed Bags: Nonfiction Text Structures 

In order to understand nonfiction as a genre, it is useful to compare and contrast 

various text nonfiction text structures (e.g., compare/contrast, sequence, 

description, problem/solution, and cause/effect). This lesson uses bags (paper or 

cloth) filled with nonfiction books containing different text structures to help the 

students discover the differences.  

OBJECTIVE 
Students will: 
 
1. Explore the contents of their "mixed bags" — nonfiction books with varying  

     text structures 

2. Determine the differences and similarities between nonfiction text structures 

3. Share their findings with the class to create a classroom resource  

 

MATERIALS 

1. Multiple book bags (bags containing at least three different nonfiction book     

     text structures (e.g.,  compare/contrast, sequence, description,    

     problem/solution, and cause/effect). 

2. Chart paper and markers  

3. Book Bag Comparison Chart (attached)  

 

SET UP AND PREPARE 

1. Create multiple book bags containing at least three nonfiction books with 

varying structures. Prepare one bag for every two students. Books may vary 

according to availability and reading level. You will be surprised at how many 

matches you can find in your own library and the school library!  



 

2. Create a chart for the end of the lesson to record your findings. You might 

simply title it: "What we noticed about nonfiction books." 

 

 REPRODUCIBLES 

1. Book Bag Comparison Chart  

 

DIRECTIONS  

Step 1: Gather students on the carpet and discuss what you already know about  

nonfiction. Review the features of nonfiction from Lesson 1.  

Step 2: Introduce the idea of book bags as sets of nonfiction books with varying 

structures. Explain the different types of structures in nonfiction text. It will be 

the students’ job to tell the difference among the three books and make 

observations.  

Step 3: Match the students with their partners and hand out the Book Bags 

Comparison Chart worksheet. They are to record whatever observations they 

make on the sheet to share later. Hand each partnership one book bag.  

Step 4: Allow the students to work with their partner and record their 

observations on the Comparison Chart. Allow about 15-20 minutes of work.  

Step 5: Regroup on the carpet and share the findings from the partners. Record 

any interesting observations on the chart labeled: "What we noticed about 

nonfiction books."  

Step 6: The next day, go through the same lesson, but with different book bags 

for different groups. At the end, record any new observations on Comparison 

Charts. Repeat another day if you find it necessary or helpful. Or, if you have 

enough book bags, allow the students to try to complete the Comparison Chart 

independently and share their findings.  

Step 7: Post the chart somewhere in the room for the students to use as a 

resource. This is a GREAT Anchor of Support. 

 

 



SUPPORTING ALL LEARNERS 

As always, take into consideration the partnerships. 

  

ASSESS STUDENTS 

1. Check the Comparison Charts to make sure that all students are understanding 

and able to complete the assignment independently.  

2. Ask questions and monitor for understanding during class discussions.  

HOME CONNECTION  

Asking the students to bring in nonfiction books as homework after the first day 

of the activity might be a great way to build your supply of book bags. Most 

families have at least one book they can share.  

  



Name________________________________ Date_____________________ 

Book Bag Comparison Chart 
Non-Fiction Non-Fiction Non-Fiction 

Author: Author: Author: 

Title: Title: Title: 

How is the structure organized? 

(e.g., compare/contrast, sequence, 
description, problem/solution, and 
cause/effect) 
 
________________________________ 
 

How is the structure organized? 

(e.g., compare/contrast, sequence, 
description, problem/solution, and 
cause/effect) 
 
________________________________ 

 

How is the structure organized? 

(e.g., compare/contrast, sequence, 
description, problem/solution, and 
cause/effect) 
 
________________________________ 

 

What do you notice about your 
non-fiction book?   

What do you notice about your 
non-fiction book? 

What do you notice about your 
non-fiction book? 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 



Whole Class Lesson # 2 

 

Determining the Main Idea of Non Fiction Text 
 

Essential Common Core Standard: RI 4.2 

 

Overview: 

 Determine the main idea of the text and explain how it is supported by key details for one 

section of their non-fiction book. 

  

Classroom Resources: 

Chart paper 

Overhead projector/document camera 

Important vs. interesting graphic organizer (attached) 

Choose 1-Scholastic Storyworks, National Geographic Magazine 

Main idea and supporting detail worksheet (attached) 

 

Instructional Plan: 

Instruct the students to distinguish between important versus interesting facts.  Have students 

identify how signal words provide clues to help the reader focus on the structure of the text helps 

facilitate comprehension.  Explain to the students that readers go beyond the facts when reading 

informational text. 

 

Instruction and Activities: 

 

Day 1 
1. Model using a shared text and complete the important vs. interesting graphic organizer 

 

2.  Have students use a nonfiction book to complete the graphic organizer. Students must 

provide at least 3 facts with supporting details. 

 

 

Day 2 

 

1. Model identifying main idea and supporting details in informational text. 

2. After skimming and scanning informational text including text features (Storyworks, 

National Geographic, Time for Kids, etc.) determine topic statements and main ideas that 

can be developed into a summary for whole class lesson #3. 

3. Turn topic statements into questions that spur students to read the section for answers. 

(ex. Grey Wolf Habitat?) This will help students learn to “add up” subtropics towards a 

main idea.  Use main idea and supporting detail graphic organizer. 

4. Have students work in their non-fiction book to complete the main idea and supporting 

detail graphic organizer. 

    * Keep this for whole class lesson # 3 

 



 

Student Assessment/Reflections: 

Informally assess students' comprehension of the elements of a nonfiction text during group 

discussions. While students are participating, reflect on 

their answers, giving feedback to help them expand and develop ideas. 

 

 

Additional Resources for Future Mini Lessons/ Differentiated Lessons: 

Nonfiction mentor text, (Tying the Score, Food for Thought, or Digging Up Tyrannosaurus Rex)  

Resources (teacher’s choice) Examples: State Reference Books, Animal Books, etc… 

 



Name__________________________________ 

Interesting Facts vs. Important Facts 

Topic 
Interesting Facts Important Facts 
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Name Date
G R A P H I C  O R G A N I Z E R

Main Idea and Supporting Details

Detail:Detail:

Detail: Detail:

Main Idea:



Whole Class Lesson # 3 

 

Summarizing Non Fiction Text 
 

Essential Common Core Standard: RI 4.2 

 

Overview: 

 Summarize a nonfiction passage. 

 

Classroom Resources: 

Chart paper 

Overhead projector/document camera 

Important vs. interesting graphic organizer (from lesson #2) 

Summary rubric 

Main Idea and  Supporting Detail Graphic Organizer from Whole Class Lesson # 2 

 

Instructional Plan: 

 Teacher models how to summarize a nonfiction passage based upon the graphic organizer from 

whole class lesson #2. Instruct the students to write a summary from their nonfiction book  that 

students have read by using main idea and supporting details graphic organizer. 

 

Instruction and Activities: 

1.  Have students use the nonfiction text piece and completed main idea and supporting detail 

graphic organizer to develop summary. 

2.  Students should be using the overviews from lessons one and two to create a summary.  

 

Student Assessment/Reflections: 

Formally assess student’s ability to determine the main ideas and supporting details while 

developing their summary.  Use teacher created rubric for scoring. 

 

 

Additional Resources for Future Mini Lessons/ Differentiated Lessons: 

Nonfiction mentor text, (Tying the Score, Food for Thought, or Digging Up Tyrannosaurus Rex)  

Resources (teacher’s choice) Examples: State Reference Books, Animal Books, etc… 

Scholastic Storyworks 

National Geographic Magazine 

 

 



Name_____________________________________  Date_____________ 

 

Summary Rubric 
 

  1 
Not successful 

2 
Needs some help but is 

on the right track 

3 
Successful 

Identified a main idea  

 

  

Identified at least 3 

supporting details 

   

Had a closing statement  

 

  

Effort/ Quality of 

response 

   

Notes/ comments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Rubric Scale 

12 100 

11 96 

10 92 

9 88 

8 84 

7 80 

6 76 

5 72 

4 68 

3 60 

 

 

 



Whole Class Lesson # 4 

 

Interpreting Information in Non Fiction Text 
 

Essential Common Core Standard: RI 4.7 

 

Overview: 

 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively which contributes to 

understanding the text. 

 

Classroom Resources: 

Resources (teacher’s choice) Examples: State Reference Books, Animal Books, etc… 

Chart paper 

Overhead projector/document camera 

Scholastic Storyworks 

National Geographic Magazine 

Nonfiction Text Features Task Cards (attached) 

 

Instructional Plan: 

Teacher will review the nonfiction text features and their role in understanding the text.  Teacher 

will select a nonfiction text and/or passage.  Teacher models how to use the features to interpret a 

nonfiction text and/or passage. Instruct the students to use the task feature cards. 

 

Instruction and Activities: 

1.  Have the student continue to use their nonfiction text piece to complete the task cards. 

 

 

Student Assessment/Reflections: 

Formally assess student’s ability to interpret text features to be able to understand the text.  Use 

task card recording sheet and completed task cards. 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Finding Nonfiction Features 

 

Objective 

Students will:  

1. Observe the differences between a nonfiction book and a fiction book 

2. Discover the 11 features found in many nonfiction books 

3. Evaluate whether a book is fiction or nonfiction 

 

Materials 

1. Chart paper and markers 

2. Nonfiction Feature Find (Attached) 

3. Many, many, many nonfiction books 

4. Students' individual Feature Notebooks 

 

Set Up and Prepare 

1. Gather lots of nonfiction books from your own library or school library. Try to 

make them diverse in topic, reading level, and writing style. 

2. Make a T-chart with the left side heading being Feature Name and the right side 

heading being Purpose. 

3. Make or gather notebooks for the students to record the name, purpose, and an 

example of each feature. 

   

 

Directions 

 

Step 1:  Gather the students on the carpet or in a group area. Ask them if they have 

noticed or know where to find nonfiction books within your classroom library. Ask 

what they think the difference is between fiction and nonfiction. They should 

already have an understanding that nonfiction is real information.  

 

Step 2:  Discuss what makes a story nonfiction or fiction. Is it real (true) that 

Cinderella's godmother turned a pumpkin into a carriage? Is it possible that Jack 

really climbed a beanstalk and met a giant? We know these things are fictional 

because they can't happen. Nonfiction teaches us real, factual information. It is 

important to notice whether a book is nonfiction or fiction when reading because 

you need to know if the information is accurate or just a story. 

 

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plan/collateral_resources/pdf/o/Oct06_Nonfiction_features.pdf


Step 3:  Inform them that for the next few days they are going to be finding different 

types of features or conventions within nonfiction.   

The following is a list of all the features and their purposes. You can decide the 

number and order in which you will teach them each day. 

 Labels help the reader understand the small parts of a picture. 

 Photographs help the reader see what the real topic looks like. 

 Captions help the reader understand what they are looking at in a picture. 

 Comparisons help the reader compare the item to something they are already 

familiar with. 

 Cross Sections help the reader see what something looks like from the inside. 

 Maps help the reader know where something is located in the world. 

 Types of Print help the reader know that the word or words are important. 

 Close-Ups help the reader see what something looks like from up close. 

 Tables of Contents help the reader know how the book is organized. 

 Indexes help the reader find specific information in a book. 

 Glossaries help the reader understand the definitions of important words in the 

book. 

 

 

Step 4:  Prior to the lesson, decide how many features per day and which ones you 

will be teaching. Use the following routine for the introduction of each feature. 

 Introduce the name of the feature. 

 Show many different examples of the feature in nonfiction books. (The use of real 

literature helps students understand the importance of each one.) 

 Discuss and record on the class chart what the class thinks is the purpose of each 

feature. 

 Have students write the name and purpose of the feature in their notebooks. Then 

have them hunt through nonfiction books to find their own example of the feature 

and record it in their notebook. 

 Take time at the end of each day to share some examples that they found. 

 

 

Step 5:  Each feature should be taught individually even if you are teaching more than 

one a day.  The same applies to making the chart and sharing notebook findings. 

Make sure the students really have a grasp on the vocabulary of the different 

features.  



Step 6:  On the final day of features, hand out the Nonfiction Feature Find 

(PDF).  Tell the students that now that they are experts, they must find all the 

different conventions and record their findings on the worksheet.   

Step 7:  As a culminating point of features, allow them to share their findings and add 

them to the class chart. Hang the chart the class created and keep it up through the 

next lessons and until you are done teaching nonfiction. It will prove to be a 

valuable resource when the students are reading or writing nonfiction. 

Supporting All Learners 

     Always take into consideration your students' personalities and learning styles. 

When they are off hunting through books, check in with the ones who may need 

more assistance. Also, have some books in mind that have each of the features in 

them, so that you can guide some of the struggling learners to the right books. 

Some features are definitely harder to find than others. Make sure you have 

resources for all the features.  

 

Assess Students 

1. Ask and monitor for understanding during group discussions. 

2. Monitor the ability of each child to individually find the features and accuracy of 

their findings. 

 

Assignments 

 Feature Notebook 

 Nonfiction Feature Find worksheet 

 

Home Connection 

     Taking this type of genre-hunt home is always a great way to connect the lesson to 

the students' homes. Ask the students to bring in some examples of nonfiction 

books from home, or send the Feature Find home to see if they can find the 

features at home.  

 

Evaluation 

Ask questions of yourself and the lesson:  

 What went well?   

 What didn't?   

 Did the activity help them grow as learners? 

 How could you change the lesson to better suit the needs of your class? 

 Were the features explained well and understood by all of the students? 

 How many do you think are appropriate to teach each day with your class? 



Name: Date:

Nonfiction Feature Find
Use nonfiction books to find one example of each common nonfiction feature
below.Write the title of the book you found it in and a brief description of what
the feature is showing in that book.

Feature Title What is it?

Label

Photograph

Caption

Comparison

Cross Section

Map



Nonfiction Feature Find (cont.)

Feature Title What is it?

Types of Print

Close-Up

Table of
Contents

Index

Glossary
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