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adults. 
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AP Human Geography 
 

Units of Study Overview 
 

Unit 1 Title: Thinking Geographically 

 

Unit 2 Title: Population and Migration Patterns and Processes 

 

Unit 3 Title: Cultural Patterns and Processes 

 

Unit 4 Title: Political Patterns and Processes 

 

Unit 5 Title: Agricultural and Rural Land Use Patterns & Processes 

 

Unit 6 Title: Cities and Urban Land Use Patterns & Processes 

 

Unit 7 Title: Industrial and Economic Development Patterns & Processes 

 
  



Unit 1 Title: Thinking Geographically 

 

 

 

Unit Description: 
This first unit sets the foundation for the course by teaching students how geographers approach the study of places. 
Students are encouraged to reflect on the “why of where” to better understand geographic perspectives. Many other high 
school courses ask students to read and analyze data, but for this course, students also apply a spatial perspective when 
reading and analyzing qualitative and quantitative data. 
Students learn the ways information from data sources such as maps, tables, charts, satellite images, and infographics 
informs policy decisions such as voting redistricting or expanding transportation networks. They also learn about how 
people influence and are influenced by their environment; the resulting impact on topography, natural resources, and 
climate; and the differences between and consequences of environmental determinism and possibilism. 
Finally, students are introduced to the language of geography, learning discipline-specific terminology and applying that 
language to contemporary, real-world scenarios so they can better study population processes and patterns in the next 
unit. 

Unit Duration: 2-3 weeks 

 

Standard(s) (from National Council for Geographic Education):  

Properties and Functions of Geographic Representations 

1. The advantages of coordinating multiple geographic representations—such as maps, globes, graphs, diagrams, aerial 
and other photographs, remotely sensed images, and geographic visualizations to answer geographic questions 

1.A. Explain the advantages of using multiple geographic representations to answer geographic questions. 

Using Geospatial Data to Construct Geographic Representations 

2. The technical properties and quality of geospatial data 

2.A. Identify and explain the metadata properties (e.g., resolution, date of creation, and method of collection) of 
geospatial data. 

2.B. Evaluate the quality and quantity of geospatial data appropriate for a given purpose. 

3. The appropriate and ethical uses of geospatial data and geospatial technologies in constructing geographic 
representations 

3.A. Evaluate the appropriate and ethical uses of different geospatial technologies and methods for acquiring, 
producing, and displaying geospatial data. 

Using Geographic Representations 

4. The uses of geographic representations and geospatial technologies to investigate and analyze geographic questions 
and to communicate geographic answers 

4.A. Analyze geographic representations and suggest solutions to geographic questions at local to global scales 
using geographic representations and geospatial technologies. 

Developing Mental Maps 

1. The locations, characteristics, patterns, and relationships of physical and human systems are the basis for mental 
maps at local to global scales 

1.A. Identify from memory and explain the locations, characteristics, patterns, and relationships among human 
and physical systems. 

2. Mental maps can change through experience and iterative self-reflection 

2.A. Explain the development of completeness and accuracy in the student’s mental map of places and regions. 

Using Mental Maps 

3. Mental maps are used to answer geographic questions about locations, characteristics, patterns, and relationships of 
places and regions 

3.A. Identify from memory and explain the locations, characteristics, patterns, and relationships of places and 
regions to answer geographic questions. 

Individual Perceptions Shape Mental Maps 

4. Changing perceptions reshape mental maps of people, places, regions, and environments 

4.A. Compare an individual’s mental map before and after a geographic event or experience. 

Indicators: 
Identify the different types of data presented in maps and in quantitative and geospatial data. 

https://ncge.org/teacher-resources/national-geography-standards/


Describe spatial patterns presented in maps and in quantitative and geospatial data. 
Explain geographic concepts, processes, models, and theories. 
Identify the scales of analysis presented by maps, quantitative and geospatial data, images, and landscapes. 
Describe geographic concepts, processes, models, and theories. 
Identify types of maps, the types of information presented in maps, and different kinds of spatial patterns and 
relationships portrayed in maps. 
Identify different methods of geographic data collection. 
Explain the geographical effects of decisions made using geographical information. 
Define major geographic concepts that illustrate spatial relationships. 
Explain how major geographic concepts illustrate spatial relationships. 
Define scales of analysis used by geographers. 
Explain what scales of analysis reveal. 
Describe different ways that geographers define regions. 
Understandings: 
Students will understand that… U 

1. Geographers use maps and data to depict relationships 
of time, space, and scale 

2. Types of maps include reference maps and thematic 
maps. 

3. Types of spatial patterns represented on maps include 
absolute and relative distance and direction, clustering, 
dispersal, and elevation. 

4. All maps are selective in information; map projections 
inevitably distort spatial relationships in shape, area, 
distance, and direction. 

5. Data may be gathered in the field by organizations or 
by individuals. 

6. Geospatial technologies include geographic information 
systems (GIS), satellite navigation systems, remote 
sensing, and online mapping and visualization. 

7. Spatial information can come from written accounts in 
the form of field observations, media reports, travel 
narratives, policy documents, personal interviews, 
landscape analysis, and photographic interpretation. 

8. Geospatial and geographical data, including census 
data and satellite imagery, are used at all scales for 
personal, business and organizational, and 
governmental decision-making purposes. 

9. Geographers analyze relationships among and 
between places to reveal important spatial patterns. 

10. Spatial concepts include absolute and relative location, 
space, place, flows, distance decay, time-space 
compression, and pattern. 

11. Concepts of nature and society include sustainability, 
natural resources, and land use. 

12. Theories regarding the interaction of the natural 
environment with human societies have evolved from 
environmental determinism to possibilism. 

13. Scales of analysis include global, regional, national, 
and local. 

14. Patterns and processes at different scales reveal 
variations in, and different interpretations of, data. 

15. Regions are defined on the basis of one or more 
unifying characteristics or on patterns of activity. 

16. Types of regions include formal, functional, and 
perceptual/vernacular. 

17. Regional boundaries are transitional and often 
contested and overlapping. 

18. Geographers apply regional analysis at local, national, 
and global scales. 
 

Essential Questions:  
What different types of maps are there? 
What are the types of spatial patterns represented on 
maps? 
How do map projections inevitably distort spatial 
relationships? 
Who gathers data in the field? 
What are geospatial technologies? 
Where can spatial information come from? 
How is geospatial and geographical data used at all scales 
for decision making processes? 
What do spatial concepts include? 
What do the concepts of nature and society include? 
How have theories regarding the interaction of the natural 
environment with human societies evolved from 
environmental determinism to possibilism? 
What do scales of analysis include? 
How do patterns and processes at different scales reveal 
variations in, and different interpretations of, data? 
How are regions defined? 
What are the types of regions? 
How are regional boundaries transitional and often 
contested and overlapping? 
How do geographers apply regional analysis at local, 
national, and global scales? 



Assessment Evidence 

Performance Tasks:T 

Explain whether the address of a restaurant is an 
absolute location or a relative location. 
Describe how geographic concepts help to explain the 
distribution of phenomena on Earth. 
Describe how technology “shrinks the world” using the 
time-space compression model. 
Compare the theories of environmental determinism and 
possibilism. 
Explain why New Orleans’s founders decided that the 
advantages of the location’s situation outweighed the 
disadvantages of its site. 
Identify and explain the reasons why it is important to 
sustain the Okavango River Basin. 
Explain how using different scales of analysis helps 
geographers and other scientists understand the ways 
climate change is affecting the planet. 
Describe how the analysis of the population of New 
England differs at a regional and local scale. 
Quebec is a province in Canada in which 83 percent of 
the population speaks French a s a first language. 
Identify Quebec’s region type. 
Compare the functional region of a pharmacy in a dense 
city with few drivers to the functional region of a 
pharmacy in a sparsely populated suburb. 
Describe the role that cuisine, or style of food, might play 
in the understanding of a vernacular region. 
Explain why geographers might have concerns about 
growing inequality in India. 
Explain why in might be difficult for a peripheral country 
to become a part of the core. 
Describe how world system theory is related to 
globalization. 
Explain why sustainability is an important human 
geography theme. 
Describe the Geo-Inquiry Process. 
Explain how thinking like a geographer benefits all 
decision-making. 
Identify three geographic questions about any 
environmental, social, or economic issues that interest 
you, and then explain how your questions might change 
when considering different scales of analysis. 
Describe the difference between quantitative and 
qualitative data and provide an example of each. 
Explain what GIS is and how it used to understand spatial 
patterns and relationships. 
Identify three ways geographers collect data. 
Describe how drones have impacted the acquisition of 
geospatial data. 
Explain why it is important to collect data at the 
appropriate scale. 
Describe one-way geographers could use GPS in their 
work. 
Explain how geospatial technologies used for data 
collection have impacted geographers’ work. 
Describe one example of absolute distance and one 
example of relative distance. 
Compare the three ways scale is expressed on maps by 
explaining how they are alike and different. 

Other Evidence: 

• Teacher observations 

• Informal checks for understanding 

• Independent reading/student conferences 

• Independent writing/student conferences   

• Class discussions 

• Collaboration with others   

• Group work    

• Classwork    

• Homework   

• Teacher-created tests and quizzes 

• Teacher-created multimedia projects 

• AP Classroom Progress Checks 

• Case studies 

• Article/video reviews 

• Map quizzes 

• Vocabulary quizzes 

 

 



Explain why the Robinson projection is one of the most 
commonly used map projections. 
Choose one of the thematic maps from this lesson. 
Based on specific details, describe one conclusion you 
can draw from the map. 
Explain similarities and differences between dot maps 
and graduated symbols maps. Why might one or the 
other be preferable for different types of data? 
Explain how showing spatial patterns can help decision-
making. Use an example from the text. 
If you wanted to create a map that demonstrated to the 
public the seriousness of a certain city’s homelessness 
problem, what type of thematic map would you use? 
Explain your thinking. 

Benchmarks: 

Each student has been assigned 2 countries to profile throughout the school year.  As we go through each unit, the 
students will complete related questions for their assigned countries. 

Unit Culminating Poster Project  

Learning Plan 
 

Learning Activities: 
Week 1 

• Opening video – “The Danger of a Single Story” TEDTalk Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie and reflection.  

• Student letters – how does AP Human Geography relate to your life?  
 
 
Week 2  

• Review verbs and AP skills for the course and set up of AP exam; use of SPEED analysis (social, political, 
economic, environmental, demographic).  

• Set up AP classroom & online textbook.  

• Assign & explain year-long countries project.  

• Assing unit vocab – students will be quizzed biweekly on unit vocab & map skills.  
 
 
Weeks 3-4  

• Assign unit reading guide.  

• Unit notes & lecture.  

• Map projection activity – watch “Why are we changing maps?” from the West Wing, challenge students to cut an 
inflatable globe and make it flat  

• Mental maps activity – What route do you take to school (walk, bus, drive)?  

• Padlet article/video review – Read one article or watch one video and comment on how it relates to the unit.  Also 
mention any content related to other units in the course.  

• Case study analysis jigsaw  

• Mini-test bellringers – 3 prompts based MCQs   

• AP Classroom personal progress checks & unit test review – complete and do peer review in class  

• Unit MC & FRQ exam  
 
Resources:   
Textbook: National Geographic Human Geography, A Spatial Perspective 
 
Textbook Resources: Student Writing Handbook; Student Geography Handbook; National Geographic video library; 
National Geographic Explorer Library; Case Study library; PowerPoint library; Handbook Answer Key; Student 
Companion Workbook; Teacher’s Assessment Companion Workbook; National Geographic Atlas; National Geographic 
MapMaker; Graphic Organizer Library; Glossary; Chapter Summative Assessments & Answer Keys; Unit Summative 
Assessments and Answer Keys; Diagnostic AP Exam and Answer Key; Cengage/Congero online learning resources 
 
Supplemental Resources: AMSCO Advanced Placement Human Geography, 2nd Edition; The Introductory Reader in 
Human Geography, 5 Steps to a 5 – 500 AP Human Geography Questions; 5 Steps to a 5 AP Human Geography 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D9Ihs241zeg&t=42s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eLqC3FNNOaI


Review Book; Kaplan Prep Plus AP Human Geography; Barron’s AP Human Geography; College Board AP Classroom; 
Various other readings. 
 
General Course Resources: 
College Board AP Human Geography 
World Maps 
CIA World Factbook 
Country Watch 
Population Reference Bureau 
National Geographic 
United Nations 
Smithsonian Institute 
US Census Bureau 
World Health Organization 
Council on Foreign Relations – World 101 
Seterra Geography – The Ultimate Map Quiz Site 
Google Earth 
UN Data – A World of Information 
Geography Education (ScoopIt! – case studies) 
Perry-Castañeda Library Map Collection (University of Texas) 
Oxford Dictionary of Human Geography 
ArcGIS Online 
Geoguessr 
Mapping Our World – Esri Academy 
World Atlas 
Gapminder Quizzes 
National Geographic – AP Human Geography 
Esri – Instructional Resources 
Lizard Point Geography Quizzes 
30 Models and Theories to Know for AP Human Geography 
AP Human Geography Models and Theories 
 
Unit Specific Resources: 
Globe Making: How the World is Made 
30+ Maps Of America That Will Make You Question Everything You Know About The USA 
Why Mt. Everest’s Height Keeps Changing (also colonialism & political boundaries) 
The U.S. Map With Only 38 States 
Defining Geography: What is Where, Why There, and Why Care? 
A Map of Every Building in the US 
HOT CITIES, METHANE LEAKERS AND THE CATHOLIC CHURCH - This podcast was all about how mapping can 
help address and mitigate climate change.  It could fit into many different units. 
World Potato Atlas 
World Sweet Potato Atlas 
Can’t Find the Middle East on a Map? Here’s Why. – use at the end of Unit 1 – perceptual regions 
Mercator Misconceptions: Clever Map Shows the True Size of Countries 
WordWall Unit 1 vocab review 
Scale-A-Tron 
Google Earth's New Timelapse Feature Lets You See How Our Planet Has Changed In Four Decades 
The True Size of…. 
Brookings – Use for visuals to help with spatial analysis 
Our World in Data 
Bouncy Maps 
Subnational HDI Maps 
World Map Generator 
New World Map - with further map links, video clip from the West Wing Cartographers for Social Responsibility, and a 
great story of the Buckminster Fuller Dymaxion Projection from Life Magazine in 1943.  
Why does Geography matter infographic? 
Meander Maps - It’s called a “meander map”. It demonstrates all the various paths that the Mississippi has taken over 
the millennia. The different colors represent moments in history when the river jumped her banks and changed her 
course dramatically. Native Americans used to move their settlements along with the river’s constant shifts and 
changes, but Americans saw things differently. In the 1940s, the Army Corps of Engineers decided to lock down the 

https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-human-geography
https://www.worldatlas.com/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/
http://www.countrywatch.com/
https://www.prb.org/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/
https://www.un.org/en/
https://naturalhistory.si.edu/
https://www.census.gov/
https://www.who.int/en/
https://world101.cfr.org/global-teaching-resource
https://online.seterra.com/en
https://earth.google.com/web/@0,0,0a,22251752.77375655d,35y,0h,0t,0r?fbclid=IwAR3yQxtfibB8rEGGYqyzTKLUejx87LUHEcg5w9zHs1_mxry_6kUPK_QPldk
http://data.un.org/default.aspx?fbclid=IwAR09FJgD_tuHcgRdx8MWXBsv12xIW1aqNd2j8yC4cJY2x1g-HsdSFo_IWmA
https://www.scoop.it/topic/geography-education?fbclid=IwAR3HkxlQ0RIO7GajnO_tf8TqeOIxOaHlWs19BuyCF2OAYFZsOmndWHD5e74
https://legacy.lib.utexas.edu/maps/?fbclid=IwAR0U4GGbMjYLV8qhHGhK7E4CsqKgTZtTwka4TLWXnvT0ZRGdhJF-q8mjLdY
https://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780199599868.001.0001/acref-9780199599868
https://www.arcgis.com/index.html
https://www.geoguessr.com/
https://www.esri.com/training/catalog/57967874fa50cd7e5a4b5a75/mapping-our-world/
https://www.worldatlas.com/
https://www.gapminder.org/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/ap-human-geography/
https://www.esri.com/en-us/industries/education/schools/instructional-resources
https://lizardpoint.com/geography/
https://fiveable.me/ap-hug/-/ap-human-geo-models-theories/blog/iBpHvi6ltOi8naATRMGv
https://prezi.com/quigwfyvfnoy/ap-human-geography-models-and-theories/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4RWcWSN4HhI
https://en.visualchase.com/30-maps-of-america-that-will-make-you-question-everything-yo?fbclid=IwAR1cE_mxo1ViecnNpypRYMAQ9yemAMDEfMxphKBZJ7573owL6F2gMO4tOM8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ajpcHWBuV18
https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/57444/map-only-38-states?a_aid=45307&fbclid=IwAR2mGfjZMtQlexVhc8kj2uugl2YMMEf8MKgtKjZ0S4IBqZaaT9dhYrLAnoQ
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-human-geography/classroom-resources/defining-geography-what-where-why-there-and-why-care?course=ap-human-geography
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/10/12/us/map-of-every-building-in-the-united-states.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20210513&instance_id=30730&nl=the-morning&regi_id=82358642&segment_id=57934&te=1&user_id=a2ab6c7b4888f14e56a1dae467835f6b&fbclid=IwAR338PRcIeV_9FSe5KddzV2nKiiw6nbzbasM-c5VXvk2dbTNS0lTSfjexcQ&mtrref=l.facebook.com&gwh=33454CFC6CD546E9B0AEEC7BDD90500C&gwt=regi&assetType=REGIWALL
https://www.climateone.org/audio/hot-cities-methane-leakers-and-catholic-church?fbclid=IwAR2lv-0-ygWEwzV55sJ0ZrxpcCBLUuwpG1fWwEPYmbkbozm2sGEUiTaf2C8
https://www.worldpotatoatlas.com/?fbclid=IwAR0FBtgTyiRM0D30E8hpvSLDOsN-jdyxxZHBngdjSm6vd3Y-aLjT1g6_q00
https://www.worldsweetpotatoatlas.com/world-themes?fbclid=IwAR11SCWmQbGnCTpMyUP3jGGt5aZQqEtXW3IJPVqLKQ_v8-Tsr_ImBu8QUeU
https://bigthink.com/strange-maps/where-is-middle-east?fbclid=IwAR2mXRp4ySd1ef0IVfLlFOMiYB8j0n_-bBsXbVEDuJTjFDIVmvESQO8-Tiw
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/mercator-map-true-size-of-countries/?fbclid=IwAR3f3Xa4o0cAUQC7UXLkmbaPg3UWQ6bVaa4dwkCjnldMJ5oZHzVnOTONwgE
https://wordwall.net/resource/15113581/unit-1-vocabulary-ap-human-geography
https://hi.stamen.com/introducing-scale-a-tron-91081062e2d0
https://www.forbes.com/sites/davidbressan/2021/04/18/google-earths-new-timelapse-feature-lets-you-see-how-our-planet-has-changed-in-four-decades/?fbclid=IwAR0e6gf8cfd2-LyJZSUnl1gpckBeh8W3Bm9r5NADHA2zY0fVlLIF0on5QY4&sh=6d572a977522
https://thetruesize.com/?fbclid=IwAR03UPPU7R3OVA2sB6F3sq3YhxlHDK9B1PMwXO3tYHUNFadW-ICxAj1Lt64#?borders=1~!MTYwMDcwNzE.NDA3MTMzNA*MzE3ODAyNDQ(NTcxMTg4NQ~!CONTIGUOUS_US*MTAwMjQwNzU.MjUwMjM1MTc(MTc1)MQ~!IN*NTI2NDA1MQ.Nzg2MzQyMQ)Mg~!CN*OTkyMTY5Nw.NzMxNDcwNQ(MjI1)MA
https://www.brookings.edu/search/?s=charts%20of%20the%20week&fbclid=IwAR3BQD_ogIvpGv-yjvHf-E5sU1g7gp--w1CNQuPg5Di2FIeuk-xu7GvW-vo
https://ourworldindata.org/
https://www.bouncymaps.com/?fbclid=IwAR2l66ricSdzgZLy5F-0lsgQEBAHq580WH5kXoeukcl2W3o2vogrzbDuxik#!/bouncymaps/WORLD/-1517724192
https://globaldatalab.org/shdi/maps/shdi/?fbclid=IwAR0FV7aqj91yRL1aHb1KIHlYnugktjRNPd-aTXV4aAASGGAJ6ckWJvDel8Y
https://www.worldmapgenerator.com/en/?fbclid=IwAR2kvo9tCJEggiTtHRTA_tVRJFqUrni6CumiXze6HIx7NdKvJ_FQEqNDplg
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/24/science/new-world-map.html?action=click&module=News&pgtype=Homepage&fbclid=IwAR0qUzHhOCAtMOrMlqlmRHSY8YlX8D0WmUtP14Cwhl3WvmVLEqUCHavsqP0
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-LaAG5Zjh7E8/Uo1qUl-8DQI/AAAAAAAAEN0/SzgMwM8B-mY/s1600/1468786_10101174644569839_1788195273_n.jpg
https://www.pictureboxblue.com/mississippi-river-maps-harold-fisk/?fbclid=IwAR2I1pHYNdk6bQ3bGgwtlT2UmexL0JYPX8TQ6-dWu7ipisdSAJVNvxZq4-A


Mississippi River into a certain course. They built walls and levees and declared: “These are now the official boundaries 
of the Mississippi. She doesn’t move an inch from HERE.” Nature, of course, has had different plans. 
Navigating our reliance on maps 
Great Circle Map 
Stuff You Should Know podcast – June 10, 2017, episode – How Maps Work 
How 2020 Remapped Your Worlds - Through homemade maps, readers shared perspectives and stories from a world 
transformed by the coronavirus pandemic. 
The Spatial Awareness Project - Aotearoa New Zealand from 100 meters in 100 Seconds. From Cape Reinga to Gore, 
this film explores the variety of NZ landscapes. It asks an important question about the way we value and use our 
environment - hopefully, sparking new conversations 
40 maps that explain the Middle East 
Mapping the Future of Countries:  Many people think the lines on the map no longer matter, but Parag Khanna says 
they do. Using maps of the past and present, he explains the root causes of border conflicts worldwide and proposes 
simple yet cunning solutions for each. 
National Geographic Officially Recognizes the Southern Ocean as World’s Fifth Ocean 
Slices of the Pie: Mapping Territorial Claims in Antarctica 
Dying too young: Maps show little has changed in 170 years 
Copyrighting Cartography with Fictional Places 
Google Earth Timelapse 
Living to 100 Life Expectancy Map (have to register) 
Life Expectancy at Birth for U.S. States and Census Tracts, 2010-2015 (also unit 2 population) 
Laser Mapping Unearths 60,000 Ancient Maya Structures in Guatemalan Jungle 
Geospatial Revolution (video) 
The top 12 most useful Landsat Imagery Sites (video) 
Can You Name a Country? (video) 
Data Scientist Makes Stunning Maps of the Average Colors of the World 
Re-Constructing the Map: NBC's Geographic Imagination and the Opening Ceremony for the 2012 London Olympics 
New Data Leads To Rethinking (Once More) Where The Pandemic Actually Began 
A sense of direction: Finding your way without GPS 
It’s Not Easy to Map the 100 Largest Islands in the World 
Bifurcation: The secret giant islands formed when rivers split 
World’s Fifth Ocean Is Officially Recognized as the ‘Southern Ocean’ 
Mapping the Spread of Lyme Disease 

 

Unit Learning Goal and Scale 
(Level 2.0 reflects a minimal level of proficiency) 

Standard(s): 

Mental maps are used to answer geographic questions about locations, characteristics, patterns, and relationships of 
places and regions 

3.A. Identify from memory and explain the locations, characteristics, patterns, and relationships of places and 
regions to answer geographic questions. 

4.0 Students will be able to:  

• Draw an accurate map of either the world, their region or neighborhood and accurately label as many 
continents, countries, and physical features as they know.  Students will also accurately label up to 5 
different political features, cultural features & human migrations. 

3.0 Students will be able to:  

• Draw an accurate map of either the world, their region or neighborhood and accurately label as many 
continents, countries, and physical features as they know. 

2.0 
Students will be able to: 

• Recognize and recall specific vocabulary related to mental mapping 

1.0 With help, partial success at level 2.0 content and level 3.0 content: 

0.0 Even with help, no success 

 
 
Standard(s): 

The advantages of coordinating multiple geographic representations—such as maps, globes, graphs, diagrams, aerial 
and other photographs, remotely sensed images, and geographic visualizations to answer geographic questions 

https://www.cbsnews.com/video/navigating-our-reliance-on-maps/?fbclid=IwAR0lFmtqtJ92am5dIwI1613E5wRdRxRCfMAzum--RF723KgpLq45Eg_s8Rc#x
https://www.greatcirclemap.com/?fbclid=IwAR3OuqJh4k9LW3c50_9Rd-LtgERsHcoWiD_il8boHB_v0oHK22Heb0bHHaI
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/stuff-you-should-know/id278981407
https://www.bloomberg.com/features/2020-coronavirus-lockdown-neighborhood-maps/?fbclid=IwAR1hb0SZARt3FUwhvhCqITq3B07EFCE_FPS1_6cZQf9nn7NpzHq9n9YVVUA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HXe-xY1kA-8
https://www.vox.com/a/maps-explain-the-middle-east
https://www.ted.com/talks/parag_khanna_mapping_the_future_of_countries
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/wave-hello-earths-newest-ocean-180977974/?utm_source=facebook.com&utm_medium=socialmedia&fbclid=IwAR2Vdsou6ENPxy5Bc5cdD0rhps_z1m8MFc9pDggposDiAnEOsxvZ9ScBYZ0
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/mapping-territorial-claims-in-antactica/?fbclid=IwAR0xHY57AIpB5r9RkHUmmy9QcvDazeyYicQlb_ko-ATjuxejaCXjW5iEwvc
https://www.bbc.com/news/health-57730353
https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/trap-streets-with-no-names?fbclid=IwAR2TWj7gL2EUGEtMath0l_pD5M3e_6t0LWRDAGdsRUXBI6Xl1NUczZSnH08
https://earthengine.google.com/timelapse/?fbclid=IwAR09FJgD_tuHcgRdx8MWXBsv12xIW1aqNd2j8yC4cJY2x1g-HsdSFo_IWmA
https://livingto100.com/?fbclid=IwAR0a-zj_sIOR5mdFTH_BfqNHQJtvp60LYI9g3vj13heFJ9PbA56AgKy4WRA
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data-visualization/life-expectancy/index.html?fbclid=IwAR35dJQZQ1w0jNv0uGgP3w4OCOFLGkjA54KCoLnPorU4-v2HR-aP4XYxfEk
https://mymodernmet.com/maya-civilization-laser-mapping/?fbclid=IwAR2p8jlv0VjoghbhZIH6DNU2O_04SA-5Zv8-VaZlcmYn3vxb6E4MA0UYPrc
https://www.geospatialrevolution.psu.edu/?fbclid=IwAR2Bl3LlcAkn3i-fFBXlgACotbePhDxzFTI6r3y22q4F-MPP9kfJJlp3mmM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hKuA6cGsHC0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kRh1zXFKC_o
https://mymodernmet.com/erin-davis-maps-average-colors-of-the-world/?fbclid=IwAR1PnSly2KTs_3awVu3OBgPWB-TF8VRT1Ig5aUhPjXNE9KsjQwB6MA8L0ok
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.5153/sro.3249?fbclid=IwAR3fW6DStmI3_XJxju9tZ5eu3e42IP4k_BvmPvrNkrnWXroIY-4PUnGL8gY&
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2021/07/19/1016005828/new-data-leads-to-rethinking-once-more-where-the-pandemic-actually-began?fbclid=IwAR1uwlm_WcmAT2wgPBaExzBbaNjMbyi9gFBdzeSunMy3ldGT65_crBOKfzw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XlAkLFKMtFA
https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/what-are-the-100-largest-islands-in-the-world?utm_medium=atlas-page&utm_source=facebook&fbclid=IwAR0ig3uNhXrj1QYiIZVMYCaSIyEZMYH9IWKOQ9KNxHcuqArKYnz2ySjh1YA
https://starkeycomics.com/2021/06/10/bifurcation-the-secret-giant-islands-formed-when-rivers-split/?fbclid=IwAR2dvXYFL_vzj-yh4FFFkgck1No_1JtZDWjPYrD8oimxmsT_OQ0YdbZMZQw
https://mymodernmet.com/antarctica-southern-ocean/?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=partnerships&utm_content=atlasobscura&fbclid=IwAR1vquc4DoHmJbG_QrXuz5WrIlr4oVN-881P0ultfzY66jMvRHCR6m1DZAQ
https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/images/148482/mapping-the-spread-of-lyme-disease?fbclid=IwAR0SEL_Ch4nIPz2V2v3GXX92z92gBM_COSIMhLlH9eibIhIqWlqiM49YeYA


1.A. Explain the advantages of using multiple geographic representations to answer geographic questions 

4.0 Students will be able to:  

• Complete a “Thinking Like a Geographer” analysis worksheet about an assigned primary source 
(map, graph, data, or document), accurately addressing the questions of what?, where?, why there? 
and why care? 

3.0 Students will be able to:  

• Complete a “Thinking Like a Geographer” analysis worksheet about an assigned primary source, 
partially addressing the questions of what?, where?, why there? and why care? 

2.0 

Students will be able to: 

• Explain the importance of the questions what? Where? Why there? And why care? To geographical 
analysis. 

1.0 With help, partial success at level 2.0 content and level 3.0 content: 

0.0 Even with help, no success 

 

Unit Modifications for Special Population Students 

Advanced Learners • Provide ample opportunities for creative behavior. 

• Create assignments that call for original work, independent learning, critical 
thinking, problem solving, and experimentation. 

•  Show appreciation for creative efforts 

• Respect unusual questions, ideas, and solutions. 

• Encourage students to test their ideas. 

• Provide opportunities and give credit for self-initiated learning. 

• Avoid overly detailed supervision and too much reliance on prescribed curricula. 

• Allow time for reflection. 

• Resist immediate and constant evaluation. 

• Avoid comparisons to other students. 

Struggling Learners • Assist students in getting organized. 

• Give short directions. 

• Use drill exercises. 

• Give prompt cues during student performance. 

• Let students with poor writing skills use a computer. 

• Break assignments into small segments and assign only one segment at a time. 

• Demonstrate skills and have students model them. 

• Give prompt feedback. 

• Use continuous assessment to mark students’ daily progress. 

• Prepare materials at varying levels of ability 
English Language Learners 
 
 

• Use a slow, but natural rate of speech; speak clearly; use shorter sentences; 
repeat concepts in several ways. 

• When possible, use pictures, photos, and charts. 

• Corrections should be limited and appropriate.  Do not correct grammar or usage 
errors in front of the class. 

• Give honest praise and positive feedback through your voice tones and visual 
articulation whenever possible. 

• Encourage students to use language to communicate, allowing them to use their 
native language to ask/answer questions when they are unable to do so in 
English. 

• Integrate students’ cultural background into class discussions. 

• Use cooperative learning where students have opportunities to practice 
expressing ideas without risking language errors in front of the entire class 

• Coordinate with English Language Learner advisor to modify activities where 
appropriate:http://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf 

Learners with an IEP 
 

Each special education student has in Individualized Educational Plan (IEP) that 
details the specific accommodations, modifications, services, and support needed to 
level the playing field. This will enable that student to access the curriculum to the 
greatest extent possible in the least restrictive environment. These include:  

• Variation of time: adapting the time allotted for learning, task completion, or 

testing 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf


• Variation of input: adapting the way instruction is delivered 

• Variation of output: adapting how a student can respond to instruction 

• Variation of size: adapting the number of items the student is expected to 

complete 

• Modifying the content, process or product 

Additional resources are outlined to facilitate appropriate behavior and increase 
student engagement. The most frequently used modifications and accommodations 
can be viewed here. 
Teachers are encouraged to use the Understanding by Design Learning Guidelines 
(UDL). These guidelines offer a set of concrete suggestions that can be applied to any 
discipline to ensure that all learners can access and participate in learning 
opportunities. The framework can be viewed here www.udlguidelines.cast.org  

Learners 

with a 

504  

• Refer to 

page four in 

the Parent 

and 

Educator 

Guide to 

Section 504 

to assist in 

the 

development 

of 

appropriate 

plans. 
 

 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Indicators: 
Visual and Performing Arts: 1.3.2.c.1, 1.3.2.c.2, 1.3.5.c.2, 1.3.12.c.1 
 
Comp. Health & Physical Ed: 2.2.6.B.3, 2.2.8.B.1, 2,2,12,C,2 
 
English Language Arts (ELA) Common Core: WHST. 11.12.1, WHST. 11.12.2, WHST. 11.12.4, WHST. 11.12.5, 
WHST. 11.12.6, WHST. 11.12.7, WHST. 11.12.8, WHST. 11.12.9, WHST. 11.12.10, RH.11-12.1, RH.11.12.2, RH.11-
12.3, RH.11.12-4, RH.11.12-5, RH.11.12-6, RH.11.12-8, RH.11.12-9, RH.11.12-10 
 
Mathematics Common Core: 4.1.8.C, 4.4.8.A, 4.5.A, 4.5.D, 44.1.8.C, 4.4.8.A, 4.5.F 
 
Science: 5.1.4.B.4, 5.1.12.C.3, 5,1,8,D,1, 5.1.12.D.1 
 
World Languages: 7.1.NM.A.3, 7.1.NM.A.4 
 
Technology: 8.1.8.A.1, 8.1.8.A.2, 8.1.8.A.3, 8.1.8.A.4, 8.1.8.A.5, 8.1.8.B.1, 8.1.8.C.1, 8.1.8.D.1, 8.1.8.E.1, 8.1.8.F.1 
 
21st Century Life and Careers (Includes Financial Literacy 9.2): 9.1.8.A.1, 9.1.8.A.2, 9.1.8.A.3, 9.1.8.A.4, 
9.1.12.A.2, 9.1.12.A.4, 9.1.8.B.2, 9.1.8.C.2., 9.1.8.D.2, 9.1.8.D.4, 9.1.8.D.5, 9.1.8.E.1, 9.1.8.E.4, 9.1.8.E.5 

 

Integration of 21st Century Skills 

Indicators: 
Within the context of key knowledge instruction, students must also learn the essential skills for success in 
today’s world, such as critical thinking, problem solving, communication and collaboration. Standards are 
taken from: 
http://www.p21.org/storage/documents/docs/P21_Framework_Definitions_New_Logo_2015.pdf 
 
The curriculum includes not only a focus on mastery of key subjects, but also promote understanding of 
academic content at much higher levels by weaving 21st century interdisciplinary themes into key subjects: 

 

file:///C:/Users/CKURTH/Desktop/Modifications%202021-2022.pdf
http://www.udlguidelines.cast.org/
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf
http://www.p21.org/storage/documents/docs/P21_Framework_Definitions_New_Logo_2015.pdf


Themes: 
Global Awareness 
Civic Literacy 
Environmental Literacy 
Information, Media, and Technology 

 
Skills: 
Think Creatively  
Work Creatively with Others 
Implement Innovations 
Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
Communication and Collaboration 
Information, Media and Technology Skills 

 

 

Unit 2 Title: Population and Migration Patterns and Processes 

 

 

 

Unit Description:  
This unit addresses the patterns associated with human populations. Populations may increase or decrease as a result of 
a combination of natural changes (births and deaths) and migration patterns (emigration and immigration). Students 
examining population distributions at different scales - local, national, regional, and global. Population pyramids 
demonstrate age-sex structures, revealing the growth or decline of generations and allowing geographers to predict 
economic needs based on reproductive and aging patterns.  
Students learn about factors that influence changes in population as well as the long- and short-term effects of those 
population changes on a place’s economy, culture, and politics. For example, environmental degradation and natural 
hazards may prompt population redistribution at various scales, which in turn creates new pressures on the environment 
and on cultural, economic, and political institutions. The study of migration patterns allows students to examine factors 
contributing to voluntary and forced relocation and the impact of these migrating populations on existing settlements. 
Combined, the concepts and theories encountered in this unit help students develop connections and transfer their 
learning in upcoming units to course topics such as cultural patterns, the political organization of space, food production 
issues, natural resource use, and urban systems. 

Unit Duration: 4-5 weeks 

Desired Results 

Standard(s): (from National Council for Geographic Education):  

Characteristics of Population 

• Culture, economics, and politics influence the changing demographic structure of different populations 

Therefore, the student is able to: 

A. Explain the demographic history of countries using the demographic transition model, as exemplified by being able to 

• Compare the experiences of European countries that underwent the demographic transition in the 18th and 19th 
centuries and Asian countries experiencing the demographic transition in the 20th and 21st centuries. 

• Explain how the demographic transition model may be used to predict population trends in different countries (e.g., 
when moving from a subsistence agricultural economy to a more diverse market economy). 

• Describe and explain the effects of changing dependency ratios in a country during the demographic transition (e.g., 
slowing population growth requires proportionately fewer people to support more people in the upper ages of a 
population, faster growing populations have more workers to support aging populations). 

B. Evaluate the effects of governmental policies on population characteristics, as exemplified by being able to 

• Describe and evaluate the possible effects of a nation’s policies in terms of population growth (e.g., immigration 
limits, tax incentives or penalties influencing the number of births, foreign policy agreements affecting migration for 
documented workers). 

• Describe and explain possible obstacles a country or government might encounter in establishing limited population 
growth policies (e.g., cultural and religious beliefs, traditional beliefs about family size, gender roles in the society). 

• Explain and evaluate the effects of public health programs on population growth in different countries (e.g., Sweden, 
China, Saudi Arabia, Germany, Kenya). 

Spatial Distribution of Population 

https://ncge.org/teacher-resources/national-geography-standards/


2. Population distribution and density are a function of historical, environmental, economic, political, and technological 
factors 

Therefore, the student is able to: 

A. Identify and explain how historical, environmental, economic, political, and technological factors have influenced the 
current population distribution, as exemplified by being able to 

• Identify and explain the role technology plays in increasing the population density in cities (e.g., high-rise structures, 
sanitation, public transportation systems, concentration of business activities). 

• Identify and explain the factors contributing to the changing distribution of population in developing countries (e.g., 
growth of cities in eastern Africa as a result of drought in agricultural areas, growth in cities in India due to high-tech 
industries). 

• Explain how transportation routes create corridors of higher population-density clusters in rural areas and in between 
major cities (e.g., railroad access and routes, interstate highway systems, river and canal access). 

B. Analyze demographic data and identify trends in the spatial distribution of population, as exemplified by being able to 

• Analyze US Census data and immigration tables to predict demographic changes that might influence future electoral 
politics in a state or region (e.g., Hispanic population growth in some regions, redistricting changing the number of 
congressional districts, shifts in retirement destinations). 

• Analyze the population growth rate for several countries and describe the pattern of population distribution that would 
most likely occur in each country as it grows over time. 

• Analyze the possible effects of climate change on the growth and distribution of people in areas such as the Sahel, 
Pakistan, China, etc. 

Migration 

3. Migration is one of the driving forces for shaping and reshaping the cultural and physical landscape of places and 
regions 

Therefore the student is able to: 

A. Compare and explain different examples of migrations in terms of the “laws of migration,” as exemplified by being able 
to 

• Explain situations where the migration flow also produces a “counter-flow” in the opposite direction (e.g., stream of 
workers who return to their original locations, money sent back to original locations by migrant workers). 

• Compare examples of recent migrations that are rural to urban (e.g., rural residents into fast-growing cities in 
developing countries, workers in the suburbs moving into the cities to reduce commute times and expenses). 

• Explain reasons why most migrants traveling long distances usually settle initially in urban areas. 

B. Evaluate and explain the impact of international migration on physical and human systems, as exemplified by being 
able to 

• Identify areas where transborder forced migrations have occurred and explain the effects on both areas (e.g., 
movements from Afghanistan into Pakistan, movements from central African nations, movements of Kurds among 
Turkey, Iran, and Iraq). 

• Explain the potential effects of cross-border migration to an area that is not able to easily absorb an influx of people 
(e.g., increased demand for food production, shortages of fresh water, shortages of sanitation services, pressure on 
medical facilities). 

• Analyze and evaluate the impacts of post-Soviet migrants on places such as Europe, the Middle East, and North 
America. 

C. Compare and explain the ways in which different groups and governments adjust to the departure and arrival of 
migrants, as exemplified by being able to 

• Describe the benefits and challenges migrants face in bridging cultures and adjusting to a new place (e.g., resolving 
conflicts between old and new traditions, resolving differences between rates of adjustment when children may learn 
the language and adjust faster than parents, resolving differences in access to food items and traditional cooking 
methods in a new place). 

• Compare the immigration policies of different countries and explain the reasons contributing to the development of 
these policies (e.g., shortage of workers, high unemployment rates, concerns about cultural differences). 

• Explain the reasons for and effects of policies designed to deal with the results of diaspora (e.g., Israel’s Law of 
Return, the origins of Liberia and Sierra Leone as colonies for freed enslaved persons). 

Indicators: 



Identify the different types of data presented in maps and in quantitative and geospatial data. 
Explain a likely outcome in a geographic scenario using geographic concepts, processes, models, or theories. 
Describe spatial patterns, networks, and relationships. 
Explain patterns and trends in maps and in quantitative and geospatial data to draw conclusions. 
Describe spatial patterns presented in maps and in quantitative and geospatial data. 
Explain spatial relationships in a specified context or region of the world, using geographic concepts, processes, models, 
or theories. 
Identify the factors that influence the distribution of human populations at different scales. 
Define methods geographers use to calculate population density. 
Explain the differences between and the impact of methods used to calculate population density. 
Explain how population distribution and density affect society and the environment. 
Describe elements of population composition used by geographers. 
Explain ways that geographers depict and analyze population composition. 
Explain factors that account for contemporary and historical trends in population growth and decline. 
Explain theories of population growth and decline. 
Explain the intent and effects of various population and immigration policies on population size and composition. 
Explain how the changing role of females has demographic consequences in different parts of the world. 
Explain the causes and consequences of an aging population. 
Explain how different causal factors encourage migration. 
Describe types of forced and voluntary migration. 
Explain historical and contemporary geographic effects of migration. 
Understandings: 
Students will understand that… U 

1. The three methods for calculating population density 
are arithmetic, physiological, and agricultural. 

2. The method used to calculate population density 
reveals different information about the pressure the 
population exerts on the land. 

3. Physical factors (e.g., climate, landforms, water 
bodies) and human factors (e.g., culture, economics, 
history, politics) influence the distribution of 
population. 

4. Factors that illustrate patterns of population 
distribution vary according to the scale of analysis. 

5. Population distribution and density affect political, 
economic, and social processes, including the 
provision of services such as medical care. 

6. Population distribution and density affect the 
environment and natural resources; this is known as 
carrying capacity. 

7. Patterns of age structure and sex ratio vary across 
different regions and may be mapped and analyzed at 
different scales. 

8. Population pyramids are used to assess population 
growth and decline and to predict markets for goods 
and services. 

9. Demographic factors that determine a population’s 
growth and decline are fertility, mortality, and 
migration. 

10. Geographers use the rate of natural increase and 
population-doubling time to explain population growth 
and decline. 

11. Social, cultural, political, and economic factors 
influence fertility, mortality, and migration rates. 

12. The demographic transition model can be used to 
explain population change over time. 

13. The epidemiological transition explains causes of 
changing death rates. 

14. Malthusian theory and its critiques are used to 
analyze population change and its consequences. 

Essential Questions: 
What physical factors (e.g., climate, landforms, water 
bodies) and human factors (e.g., culture, economics, 
history, politics) influence the distribution of population? 
How do factors that illustrate patterns of population 
distribution vary according to the scale of analysis? 
What are the three methods for calculating population 
density? 
How does the method used to calculate population density 
reveal different information about the pressure the 
population exerts on the land? 
How do population distribution and density affect political, 
economic, and social processes, including the provision of 
services such as medical care? 
How do population distribution and density affect the 
environment and natural resources? 
How do the patterns of age structure and sex ratio vary 
across different regions and may be mapped and 
analyzed at different scales? 
How are population pyramids used to assess population 
growth and decline and to predict markets for goods and 
services? 
What demographic factors determine a population’s 
growth and decline? 
How do geographers use the rate of natural increase and 
population-doubling time to explain population growth and 
decline? 
What social, cultural, political, and economic factors 
influence fertility, mortality, and migration rates? 
How can the demographic transition model be used to 
explain population change over time? 
How can the epidemiological transition explain causes of 
changing death rates? 
How are Malthusian theory and its critiques used to 
analyze population change and its consequences? 
What are the definitions of different types of population 
policies, such as pronatalist, anti-natalist, and immigration 
policies? 
How have changing social values and access to 
education, employment, health care, and contraception led 
to reduced fertility rates in most parts of the world? 



15. Types of population policies include those that 
promote or discourage population growth, such as 
pronatalist, anti-natalist, and immigration policies. 

16. Changing social values and access to education, 
employment, health care, and contraception have 
reduced fertility rates in most parts of the world. 

17. Changing social, economic, and political roles for 
females have influenced patterns of fertility, mortality, 
and migration, as illustrated by Ravenstein’s laws of 
migration. 

18. Population aging is determined by birth and death 
rates and life expectancy. 

19. An aging population has political, social, and 
economic consequences, including the dependency 
ratio. 

20. Migration is commonly divided into push factors and 
pull factors. 

21. Push/pull factors and intervening 
opportunities/obstacles can be cultural, demographic, 
economic, environmental, or political. 

22. Forced migrations include slavery and events that 
produce refugees, internally displaced persons, and 
asylum seekers. 

23. Types of voluntary migrations include transnational, 
transhumance, internal, chain, step, guest worker, and 
rural-to-urban. 

24. Migration has political, economic, and cultural effects. 

How can Ravenstein’s law of migration illustrate how 
changing social, economic, and political roles for females 
have influenced patterns of fertility, mortality, and 
migration? 
How do birth and death rates and life expectancy 
determine population aging? 
What political, social and economic consequence does an 
aging population cause? 
What is the dependency ratio and how does it relate to an 
aging population? 
What are the causes of migration? 
What are push/pull factors? 
How are push/pull factors and intervening 
opportunities/obstacles related? 
What type of events cause forced migrations and what are 
the results of forced migration? 
What are the various types of voluntary migrations and 
what causes them? 
What are the effects of migration? 

Assessment Evidence 

Performance Tasks: 

Explain the historical and contemporary geographic 
effects of migration. 
Explain how physical and environmental factors 
influence population distribution. 
Identify an example of how human factors influence 
population distribution. 
Describe how population distribution differs from 
population density. 
Explain how physical and human factors may have 
contributed to Taiwan’s waste management success. 
Describe how population density can negatively and 
positively influence society. 
Identify which of the three methods for calculating 
population density would be most helpful in assessing a 
country’s carrying capacity. 
Describe how the population density maps provide a 
truer picture of each country’s population density than 
arithmetic density data may provide. 
Describe the possible limitations of dependency ratios. 
Identify three factors that may cause an imbalance in a 
country’s sex ratio. 
Explain why the sex ratios of a population is an 
important social indicator. 
Explain what factors may cause TFRs to be lower in 
core countries. 
Describe how China’s population will change in the long 
term, according to its 2017 TFR of 1.6. 
Identify what technological, economic, and social factors 
might cause levels of mortality to change. 
Choose a population pyramid and explain Russia’s, 
Japan’s or Democratic Republic of Congo’s current 

Other Evidence: 

• Teacher observations 

• Informal checks for understanding 

• Independent reading/student conferences 

• Independent writing/student conferences   

• Class discussions 

• Collaboration with others   

• Group work    

• Classwork    

• Homework   

• Teacher-created tests and quizzes 

• Teacher-created multimedia projects 

• AP Classroom Progress Checks 

• Case studies 

• Article/video reviews 

• Map quizzes 

• Vocabulary quizzes 

 



needs for goods and services and how these needs may 
change in the future. 
Identify which factors affected population growth 
beginning in the mid-1700s, and explain which factors 
had the greatest influence. 
Explain whether population projections are more likely to 
be accurate over the short term or the long term. 
Compare cultural perceptions of the role of women in 
different parts of the world; explain how they affect a 
country’s RNI. 
Explain how Malthus’s theory was affected by the time 
and place in which he lived. 
Explain the degree to which the Demographic Transition 
Model effectively explains population changes. 
Describe limitations of the Epidemiological Transition 
Model. 
Explain how the present-day Ebola outbreaks fit into 
Stage 5 of the Epidemiological Transition Model. 
Explain whether the spread of the Zika virus challenges 
aspects of the Epidemiological Transition Model. 
Identify the ways in which China’s One-Child Policy was 
both successful and unsuccessful. 
Describe some of the positive, negative and unintended 
consequences of pronatalist policies. 
Describe some of the positive, negative, and unintended 
consequences of anti-natalist policies. 
Explain which policy or policies Neo-Malthusians would 
most likely support. 
Identify the stages in the Demographic Transition Model 
where you expect to find countries with a high elderly 
dependency ratio. Explain what the DTM helps you 
understand about these countries. 
Compare the positive and negative economic effects of 
an aging population. 
Explain how changes in a country’s working-age 
population can affect the country both economically and 
culturally. 
Compare human migration and circulation. 
Describe factors that might encourage young adults to 
migrate more often than families. 
Describe the types of factors that influence people’s 
decision to migrate. 
Explain how people’s perceptions affect migration. 
Explain why different communities have different push 
and pull factors. 
Describe how migration data may help identify patterns 
and trends among vulnerable groups of migrants. 
Explain how a region’s climate, economy, politics, and 
culture might affect migration to and from the area. 
Explain the degree to which friction of distance might 
explain the decisions of Irish people considering chain 
migration in the late 1800s. 
Explain whether the migration patterns of people coming 
from Central American countries to the United States 
are examples of forced or voluntary migration. 
Compare an internally displaced person and a refugee 
Identify three reasons – one political, one social, and 
one environmental – why refugees flee their homeland. 
Describe the predicted impacts of climate change on 
migration patterns. 



Explain the degree to which distance decay and the 
gravity model apply to the pattern of Syrian 
displacement. 
Identify the consequences that a border wall along the 
entire 2,000-mile US-Mexico border could have on the 
Unted States and on Mexico. 
Explain how migration policy created to meet labor 
market needs reflects Ravenstein’s laws. 
Identify what factors may cause a country to create a 
stricter immigration policy. Give examples. 
Explain the degree to which changes in immigration 
policy affected the number of Asian immigrants entering 
the United States over time.  
Compare how step migration and chain migration play a 
role in the resettlement of refugees. 
Explain how remittances act as both a benefit and a cost 
to countries of origin and destination. 
Compare the positive and negative economic effects of 
migration for countries of origin and destination. 
Describe how the ethnic diversity resulting from 
migration benefits the destination country. 
Explain how Ravenstein’s laws are represented by the 
large-scale immigration of Cubans to Miami. 

Benchmarks: 

Continue to update assigned countries’ profiles to reflect what you learned in the population unit. 

Population Pyramid Analysis  

Learning Plan 
 

Learning Activities: 
Weeks 1-2 

• Assign & explain population & migration portion of year-long countries project. 

• Assign unit vocab – students will be quizzed biweekly on unit vocab & map skills. 

• Assign unit reading guide. 

• Unit notes & lecture. 
 
Weeks 3-4 

• Population density activity 

• Refugee & Migrant Crisis Stations activity 

• Population Pyramids analysis activity. 

• Padlet article/video review – Read one article or watch one video and comment on how it relates to the unit.  
Also mention any content related to other units in the course. 
 

Week 5 

• Case study analysis jigsaw 

• Mini-test bellringers – 3 prompts based MCQs 

• AP Classroom personal progress checks & unit test review – complete and do peer review in class 

• Unit MC & FRQ exam 
 
Resources:  
Textbook: National Geographic Human Geography, A Spatial Perspective 
 
Textbook Resources: Student Writing Handbook; Student Geography Handbook; National Geographic video library; 
National Geographic Explorer Library; Case Study library; PowerPoint library; Handbook Answer Key; Student 
Companion Workbook; Teacher’s Assessment Companion Workbook; National Geographic Atlas; National Geographic 
MapMaker; Graphic Organizer Library; Glossary; Chapter Summative Assessments & Answer Keys; Unit Summative 
Assessments and Answer Keys; Diagnostic AP Exam and Answer Key; Cengage/Congero online learning resources 
 
Supplemental Resources: AMSCO Advanced Placement Human Geography, 2nd Edition; The Introductory Reader in 
Human Geography, 5 Steps to a 5 – 500 AP Human Geography Questions; 5 Steps to a 5 AP Human Geography 



Review Book; Kaplan Prep Plus AP Human Geography; Barron’s AP Human Geography; College Board AP Classroom; 
Various other readings. 
 
General Course Resources: 
College Board AP Human Geography 
World Maps 
CIA World Factbook 
Country Watch 
Population Reference Bureau 
National Geographic 
United Nations 
Smithsonian Institute 
US Census Bureau 
World Health Organization 
Council on Foreign Relations – World 101 
Seterra Geography – The Ultimate Map Quiz Site 
Google Earth 
UN Data – A World of Information 
Geography Education (ScoopIt! – case studies) 
Perry-Castañeda Library Map Collection (University of Texas) 
Oxford Dictionary of Human Geography 
ArcGIS Online 
Geoguessr 
Mapping Our World – Esri Academy 
World Atlas 
Gapminder Quizzes 
National Geographic – AP Human Geography 
Esri – Instructional Resources 
Lizard Point Geography Quizzes 
30 Models and Theories to Know for AP Human Geography 
AP Human Geography Models and Theories 
 
Unit Specific Resources: 
Where the Girls Are (and aren’t) 
Singapore Population Policy Website 
The Global Flow of People 
War & Famine could wipe out the next generation of Yemenis 
COVID-19 "baby bust" an acceleration of longer-term trend 
Long Slide Looms for World Population, With Sweeping Ramifications 
How America’s ‘Places to Be’ have shifted over the past 100 years 
China to allow couples to have up to three children to cope with aging society 
Population Pyramids of the World from 1950 to 2100 
Fertility Rate – Our World in Data 
The Real Reason Behind China’s Three-Child Policy 
Demographic Transition Model (DTM) Story website  
Mapped: The Median Age of the Population on Every Continent 
Aging population to hit U.S. economy like a 'ton of bricks' -U.S. commerce secretary 
How COVID-19 Has Influenced Internal Migration 
Driven by covid deaths, U.S. life expectancy dropped by 1.5 years in 2020 
Ranked: The States Where Americans Don’t Want To Live 
China offers baby bonuses, with births on track for new low in 2021 
Visualizing 70 years of refugee journeys 
Pandemic cut U.S. life expectancy by largest amount since WWII, CU Boulder researchers find 
China’s economy: what’s its weak spot? | The Economist (video) 
Visualizing the World’s Population by Age Group 
The dark history of the Chinese Exclusion Act (video) 
The 2 Ways to Raise a Country’s Birth Rate 
As migrants arrive from more nations, their paths to U.S. border diverge, new data show 
Population Reference Bureau 
US Census Bureau 
Population Education 

 

https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-human-geography
https://www.worldatlas.com/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/
http://www.countrywatch.com/
https://www.prb.org/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/
https://www.un.org/en/
https://naturalhistory.si.edu/
https://www.census.gov/
https://www.who.int/en/
https://world101.cfr.org/global-teaching-resource
https://online.seterra.com/en
https://earth.google.com/web/@0,0,0a,22251752.77375655d,35y,0h,0t,0r?fbclid=IwAR3yQxtfibB8rEGGYqyzTKLUejx87LUHEcg5w9zHs1_mxry_6kUPK_QPldk
http://data.un.org/default.aspx?fbclid=IwAR09FJgD_tuHcgRdx8MWXBsv12xIW1aqNd2j8yC4cJY2x1g-HsdSFo_IWmA
https://www.scoop.it/topic/geography-education?fbclid=IwAR3HkxlQ0RIO7GajnO_tf8TqeOIxOaHlWs19BuyCF2OAYFZsOmndWHD5e74
https://legacy.lib.utexas.edu/maps/?fbclid=IwAR0U4GGbMjYLV8qhHGhK7E4CsqKgTZtTwka4TLWXnvT0ZRGdhJF-q8mjLdY
https://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780199599868.001.0001/acref-9780199599868
https://www.arcgis.com/index.html
https://www.geoguessr.com/
https://www.esri.com/training/catalog/57967874fa50cd7e5a4b5a75/mapping-our-world/
https://www.worldatlas.com/
https://www.gapminder.org/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/ap-human-geography/
https://www.esri.com/en-us/industries/education/schools/instructional-resources
https://lizardpoint.com/geography/
https://fiveable.me/ap-hug/-/ap-human-geo-models-theories/blog/iBpHvi6ltOi8naATRMGv
https://prezi.com/quigwfyvfnoy/ap-human-geography-models-and-theories/
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2015/10/20/448407788/where-the-girls-are-and-aren-t-15girls
https://www.population.gov.sg/#module-1
http://download.gsb.bund.de/BIB/global_flow/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/mar/01/war-and-famine-could-wipe-out-the-next-generation-of-yemenis?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other&fbclid=IwAR1IMd5JdmgOLsim_kP3-iQBGpn_qOIrtrkgu8_hVIJT5tBy2VFLgTVT1vQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tmZDzXSroXg
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/22/world/global-population-shrinking.html?smtyp=cur&smid=fb-nytimes&fbclid=IwAR2Sr83nwTrFmVqJtYbmYEWEc5IHA_y3ko7KXesC221MNUDMPu5GAaMt04g
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/interactive/2021/census-population-changes/?tid=a_classic-iphone&no_nav=true&fbclid=IwAR1w8WIKmjJ-zs3MTF_0BgfVi4aftxyUAQGGh1N1vJPyT0Id2rsCgYc2nRQ
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/china-allow-couples-have-three-children-cope-aging-society-n1269140?fbclid=IwAR33IJM31SOh1WETO-CYBWylE_xm5L07R6cEYiepUJ0xq0GCk3ioWJIaIVw
https://www.populationpyramid.net/world/2020/
https://ourworldindata.org/fertility-rate?fbclid=IwAR2F9H3WRuMSGFzDt1w4c0tjR0SXDEPOkkR9Q55Wjy5ud5PYAB2x0PRK_HU
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/07/opinion/china-three-child-policy.html?referringSource=articleShare&fbclid=IwAR2LYsdF6xej8tnUzvIltg3lLK2PB21i1aTO4EIsI_rFCAReIuWQUTMXwb0
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=1553c2f234b74879b29b0f823df85196&fbclid=IwAR0NC4li-Zds7oja27CAdPTyG3r74zRsGtfMp_-KOAicCr_HfgzHeSGgIx4
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/mapped-the-median-age-of-every-continent/?fbclid=IwAR3eaJXuxa9WSwp8Zdcryfeqs6IkUaLmuCfpFtBaG-ofWZvC2h5s2kj21nE
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/aging-population-hit-us-economy-like-ton-bricks-us-commerce-secretary-2021-07-12/?fbclid=IwAR1lhrxjDGqa-LMHvqS3Srm50Ok2rmcSUMPGLcRq1hwr4u8oRZmxVa1Rbj0
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/aging-population-hit-us-economy-like-ton-bricks-us-commerce-secretary-2021-07-12/?fbclid=IwAR1lhrxjDGqa-LMHvqS3Srm50Ok2rmcSUMPGLcRq1hwr4u8oRZmxVa1Rbj0
https://populationeducation.org/how-covid-19-has-influenced-internal-migration/?fbclid=IwAR1oJCuRZZ73qfji__boOYzGq0Z6cQPsMsCL4YtmjN5he2mraHrjrr3UzTQ
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2021/07/21/life-expectancy-covid/?fbclid=IwAR15jxUT94KsjjlPt7fG1Dhcz2eEAKGicjYassCd9qnQ-j2csVxA6U-Urko
https://articles.vacation101.com/ip/states-most-people-moving-out?fbclid=IwAR2hKg4w91sX3LrOEgo1_z-cJqiUWV_inJJixP8LdEIXelPJgEbAztm53gs
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/politics/article/3141978/china-offers-baby-bonuses-births-track-new-low-2021?fbclid=IwAR0wD8qYj8blJmkwY36W-WvO66WkFA6PlWChKFwKcHoXipR8d-dkRJuxifc
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/6/20/infographic-world-refugee-day-journey?fbclid=IwAR3n2ceS4Nl9qtDpu4-IflVBApUn0GTemelnF50uiewJfLJCln5XUo_mVUk
https://www.denverpost.com/2021/06/25/covid-life-expectancy-drop/?fbclid=IwAR0CnmuzewaAYDHq4ql1_LIiDyjskBmKYTubIcog9YfIpf0sgTHXylsPI_U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zgDLl1tXd0s
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/the-worlds-population-2020-by-age/?fbclid=IwAR2bKiOZGV25JqbCsa3QSZSrkf7guTfL3CTvUMajUufQUFI5OatMSn_P-L8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2K88pWCimZg
https://www.theatlantic.com/family/archive/2021/07/improve-us-birth-rate-give-parents-money-and-time/619367/?fbclid=IwAR3C-3em2wsA0gHFWMCVkLCFKCjyx7ohe_mVNJpkWf97BQdyg0O11GTeabg
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/migrant-routes-border-mexico/2021/07/06/baa23c2c-db49-11eb-ae62-2d07d7df83bd_story.html?fbclid=IwAR0FiL6ImMq6Gt-fT40GvMncIm3N7Y6krKR3QXGp5m1QXdRiPNv6vg-MCno
https://www.prb.org/
https://www.census.gov/
https://populationeducation.org/


Unit Learning Goal and Scale 
(Level 2.0 reflects a minimal level of proficiency) 

Standard(s): 
Explain the demographic history of countries using the demographic transition model 

4.0 Students will be able to:  

• Accurately match countries at similar levels of the demographic transition model and use specific 
evidence to explain why they are a match. 

3.0 Students will be able to:  

• Use specific evidence to accurately determine the DTM of an assigned country. 

2.0 
Students will be able to: 

• Be able to recall & define the levels of the demographic transition model. 

1.0 With help, partial success at level 2.0 content and level 3.0 content: 

0.0 Even with help, no success 

 
Standard(s): 

Migration is one of the driving forces for shaping and reshaping the cultural and physical landscape of places and 
regions, Therefore the student is able to: A. Compare and explain different examples of migrations in terms of the “laws 
of migration”. 

4.0 Students will be able to:  

• Identify various push & pull factors (providing a specific piece of evidence) after reading a case 
study. 

3.0 Students will be able to:  

• Categorize various push-pull factors using SPEED – social, political, economic, environmental & 
demographic. 

2.0 
Students will be able to: 

• Identify and define push factors and pull factors 

1.0 With help, partial success at level 2.0 content and level 3.0 content: 

0.0 Even with help, no success 

 

Unit Modifications for Special Population Students 

Advanced Learners • Provide ample opportunities for creative behavior. 

• Create assignments that call for original work, independent learning, critical 
thinking, problem solving, and experimentation. 

•  Show appreciation for creative efforts 

• Respect unusual questions, ideas, and solutions. 

• Encourage students to test their ideas. 

• Provide opportunities and give credit for self-initiated learning. 

• Avoid overly detailed supervision and too much reliance on prescribed curricula. 

• Allow time for reflection. 

• Resist immediate and constant evaluation. 

• Avoid comparisons to other students. 
Struggling Learners • Assist students in getting organized. 

• Give short directions. 

• Use drill exercises. 

• Give prompt cues during student performance. 

• Let students with poor writing skills use a computer. 

• Break assignments into small segments and assign only one segment at a time. 

• Demonstrate skills and have students model them. 

• Give prompt feedback. 

• Use continuous assessment to mark students’ daily progress. 

• Prepare materials at varying levels of ability 
English Language Learners 
 

• Use a slow, but natural rate of speech; speak clearly; use shorter sentences; 
repeat concepts in several ways. 



 • When possible, use pictures, photos, and charts. 

• Corrections should be limited and appropriate.  Do not correct grammar or usage 
errors in front of the class. 

• Give honest praise and positive feedback through your voice tones and visual 
articulation whenever possible. 

• Encourage students to use language to communicate, allowing them to use their 
native language to ask/answer questions when they are unable to do so in 
English. 

• Integrate students’ cultural background into class discussions. 

• Use cooperative learning where students have opportunities to practice 
expressing ideas without risking language errors in front of the entire class 

• Coordinate with English Language Learner advisor to modify activities where 
appropriate:http://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf 

Learners with an IEP 
 

Each special education student has in Individualized Educational Plan (IEP) that 
details the specific accommodations, modifications, services, and support needed to 
level the playing field. This will enable that student to access the curriculum to the 
greatest extent possible in the least restrictive environment. These include:  

• Variation of time: adapting the time allotted for learning, task completion, or 

testing 

• Variation of input: adapting the way instruction is delivered 

• Variation of output: adapting how a student can respond to instruction 

• Variation of size: adapting the number of items the student is expected to 

complete 

• Modifying the content, process or product 

Additional resources are outlined to facilitate appropriate behavior and increase 
student engagement. The most frequently used modifications and accommodations 
can be viewed here. 
Teachers are encouraged to use the Understanding by Design Learning Guidelines 
(UDL). These guidelines offer a set of concrete suggestions that can be applied to any 
discipline to ensure that all learners can access and participate in learning 
opportunities. The framework can be viewed here www.udlguidelines.cast.org  

Learners 

with a 

504  

• Refer to 

page four in 

the Parent 

and 

Educator 

Guide to 

Section 504 

to assist in 

the 

development 

of 

appropriate 

plans. 
 

 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Indicators: 
Visual and Performing Arts: 1.3.2.c.1, 1.3.2.c.2, 1.3.5.c.2, 1.3.12.c.1 
 
Comp. Health & Physical Ed: 2.2.6.B.3, 2.2.8.B.1, 2,2,12,C,2 
 
English Language Arts (ELA) Common Core: WHST. 11.12.1, WHST. 11.12.2, WHST. 11.12.4, WHST. 11.12.5, 
WHST. 11.12.6, WHST. 11.12.7, WHST. 11.12.8, WHST. 11.12.9, WHST. 11.12.10, RH.11-12.1, RH.11.12.2, RH.11-
12.3, RH.11.12-4, RH.11.12-5, RH.11.12-6, RH.11.12-8, RH.11.12-9, RH.11.12-10 
 
Mathematics Common Core: 4.1.8.C, 4.4.8.A, 4.5.A, 4.5.D, 44.1.8.C, 4.4.8.A, 4.5.F 
 
Science: 5.1.4.B.4, 5.1.12.C.3, 5,1,8,D,1, 5.1.12.D.1 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf
file:///C:/Users/CKURTH/Desktop/Modifications%202021-2022.pdf
http://www.udlguidelines.cast.org/
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf


 
World Languages: 7.1.NM.A.3, 7.1.NM.A.4 
 
Technology: 8.1.8.A.1, 8.1.8.A.2, 8.1.8.A.3, 8.1.8.A.4, 8.1.8.A.5, 8.1.8.B.1, 8.1.8.C.1, 8.1.8.D.1, 8.1.8.E.1, 8.1.8.F.1 
 
21st Century Life and Careers (Includes Financial Literacy 9.2): 9.1.8.A.1, 9.1.8.A.2, 9.1.8.A.3, 9.1.8.A.4, 
9.1.12.A.2, 9.1.12.A.4, 9.1.8.B.2, 9.1.8.C.2., 9.1.8.D.2, 9.1.8.D.4, 9.1.8.D.5, 9.1.8.E.1, 9.1.8.E.4, 9.1.8.E.5 

 

Integration of 21st Century Skills 

Indicators: 
Within the context of key knowledge instruction, students must also learn the essential skills for success in 
today’s world, such as critical thinking, problem solving, communication and collaboration. Standards are 
taken from: 
http://www.p21.org/storage/documents/docs/P21_Framework_Definitions_New_Logo_2015.pdf 
 
The curriculum includes not only a focus on mastery of key subjects, but also promote understanding of 
academic content at much higher levels by weaving 21st century interdisciplinary themes into key subjects: 

 
Themes: 
Global Awareness 
Civic Literacy 
Environmental Literacy 
Information, Media, and Technology 

 
Skills: 
Think Creatively  
Work Creatively with Others 
Implement Innovations 
Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
Communication and Collaboration 
Information, Media and Technology Skills 

 

Unit 3 Title: Cultural Patterns and Processes 

 

 

 

Unit Description:  
The main focus of this unit is on cultural patterns and processes that create recognized cultural identities. Students 
consider the physical environment to determine the effects of geographical location and available resources on cultural 
practices. Visuals representing artifacts, ventifacts and sociofacts all shed light on cultural landscapes and how they 
change over time. Practice in analyzing images of different places at different times for evidence of their ethnicity, 
language, religion, gender roles and attitudes, and other cultural attributes builds students’ understanding of cultural 
patterns and processes. 
This unit also considers from a temporal and spatial perspective how culture spreads, through traditional forces such as 
colonialism and imperialism and through contemporary influences such as social media. Rather than emphasize the 
details of cultural practices associated with specific languages and religions, this unit instead focuses on the distribution 
of cultural practices and on the causes 
and effects of their diffusion. For example, students might study the distribution of Chinese versus English languages or 
the diffusion patterns of religions such as Hinduism and Islam, at local, national, or global scales. 
An understanding of the diffusion of cultural practices provides a foundation for the study of political patterns and 
processes in the next unit. 

Unit Duration: 4-5 weeks 

Desired Results 

Standard(s): (from National Council for Geographic Education): 

Characteristics of Culture 

1. Cultural systems provide contexts for living in and viewing the world 

Therefore, the student is able to: 

http://www.p21.org/storage/documents/docs/P21_Framework_Definitions_New_Logo_2015.pdf
https://ncge.org/teacher-resources/national-geography-standards/


A. Describe and explain the characteristics that constitute any particular cultural system (e.g., Amish, Japanese, Maori), 
as exemplified by being able to 

• Describe and explain how the extended family networks and limited use of technology influence the Amish culture 
in the United States. 

• Describe and explain the historical role of the caste system and arranged marriages in the Indian cultural system. 

• Explain how local customs can contribute to a group’s culture (e.g., lion hunting by Masai cattle herders in East 
Africa, outrigger canoe navigation by Pacific Island cultures). 

B. Explain how different cultures provide contexts from which people may view the world differently, as exemplified by 
being able to 

• Describe and explain how a current event might be viewed differently from the context of different cultures (e.g., 
the results of a US presidential election, the impact of a natural disaster such as Hurricane Katrina or a tsunami in 
the Indian Ocean, the global spread of US companies such as Wal-Mart, Starbucks, or McDonalds). 

• Explain how cultures may view the roles of women in society differently. 

• Explain how cultures may have differing views of business practices (e.g., markets where prices are negotiated 
rather than fixed, bartering for goods versus purchasing them). 

Patterns of Culture 

2. Cultural landscapes exist at multiple scales 

Therefore, the student is able to: 

A. Identify and analyze the spatial patterns of cultural landscapes at multiple scales, as exemplified by being able to 

• Describe the cultural landscapes of two large cities in the United States and analyze the commonalities and 
differences of their built environments (e.g., Boston versus Los Angeles, Seattle versus Phoenix). 

• Describe and analyze the characteristics of the cultural landscapes of different neighborhoods in a city (e.g., 
architectural styles, signage for businesses, density of the residents, amount of green space, type of economic 
activities conducted there). 

• Analyze and explain the varying impacts of tourism on local cultural landscapes (e.g., cruise ship ports of call 
such as Prince Edward Island, Cozumel, and Venice; crowds at Angkor Wat with the needs of the local residents; 
ecotourism impacts versus highly commercialized resorts). 

B. Explain differences in the human imprints on the physical environment of different cultures, as exemplified by being 
able to 

• Explain how predominant agricultural practices in different cultures result in different imprints on the physical 
environment (e.g., forest removal for cattle ranches in the Amazon, terrace construction for rice farming in China, 
changes in land use patterns as a result of center pivot irrigation in the western United States). 

• Explain examples of the imprints on the physical environment of past cultures (e.g., the landscape of Egypt with 
pyramids and irrigation, Mayan temples and agricultural fields, Ancestral Puebloan cliff dwellings and field 
systems). 

• Explain the differences in selected North American cultural hearths and how they influenced settlements (e.g., the 
French in the lower St. Lawrence Valley, the English and Africans in the southern Tidewater region, the Spanish 
in Mexico). 

Cultural Diffusion and Change 

3. Cultures change through convergence and/or divergence 

Therefore, the student is able to: 

A. Identify and explain examples of cultural convergence, as exemplified by being able to 

• Explain examples of the spread of culture traits that contribute to cultural convergence due to globalization (e.g., 
US-based fast-food franchises in China and India, the dominance of the English language for use in business, 
replication of television programs or print media in other countries). 

• Analyze the ways technology contributes to cultural convergence on a global scale (e.g., role of television, the 
Internet, more affordable air travel, cellular or mobile phone technology). 

• Explain how multinational corporations and international business operations contribute to cultural convergence. 

B. Identify and explain examples of cultural divergence, as exemplified by being able to 

• Identify and explain examples of immigrant cultural groups maintaining language or other cultural markers in a 
new location to distinguish themselves from other groups. 



• Explain how subculture groups in the United States adopt dress or other characteristics to distinguish themselves 
from other groups (e.g., Harley-Davidson motorcycle riders, Goths, the Amish). 

• Identify and explain how different types of housing styles and developments may contribute to cultural divergence 
(e.g., gated communities retirement communities, suburban developments with homeowner association 
covenants). 

4. The rate of cultural change has increased as a result of globalization 

Therefore, the student is able to: 

A. Explain how and why globalization has increased the rate of change in cultures, as exemplified by being able to 

• Explain how media, such as television, music, and films, can influence the rate of change in cultures around the 
world (e.g., youth preferences for types of music, knowledge of India diffused through the Indian film industry). 

• Explain how the increased mobility of people, ideas, and information can result in increasing the rate of change in 
a culture (e.g., the spread of Internet social networking, development of smart phones and short-message-service 
[SMS] texting). 

• Explain how the increasing economic interdependence in the world may result in an increased rate of change in 
cultures (e.g., expanding use of the Internet as an international marketing tool, increased frequency of business 
and trade shows involving people from across the world, changes in peoples’ diets due to the spread of US fast-
food franchises). 

Indicators: 
Identify the different types of information presented in visual sources. 
Describe the spatial patterns presented in visual sources. 
Explain patterns and trends in visual sources to draw conclusions. 
Describe a relevant geographic concept, process, model, or theory in a specified context. 
Explain a likely outcome in a geographic scenario using geographic concepts, processes, models, or theories. 
Explain spatial relationships across various geographic scales using geographic concepts, processes, models, or 
theories. 
Explain how maps, images, and landscapes illustrate or relate to geographic principles, processes, and outcomes. 
Explain spatial relationships in a specified context or region of the world, using geographic concepts, processes, models, 
or theories. 
Define the characteristics, attitudes, and traits that influence geographers when they study culture. 
Describe the characteristics of cultural landscapes. 
Explain how landscape features and land and resource use reflect cultural beliefs and identities. 
Explain patterns and landscapes of language, religion, ethnicity, and gender. 
Define the types of diffusion. 
Explain how historical processes impact current cultural patterns. 
Explain what factors lead to the diffusion of universalizing and ethnic religions. 
Explain how the process of diffusion results in changes to the cultural landscape. 
Understandings: 
Students will understand that… 
1. Culture comprises the shared practices, technologies, 

attitudes, and behaviors transmitted by a society. 
2. Cultural traits include such things as food preferences, 

architecture, and land use. 
3. Cultural relativism and ethnocentrism are different 

attitudes toward cultural difference. 
4. Cultural landscapes are combinations of physical 

features, agricultural and industrial practices, religious 
and linguistic characteristics, evidence of sequent 
occupancy, and other expressions of culture including 
traditional and postmodern architecture and land-use 
patterns. 

5. Attitudes toward ethnicity and gender, including the 
role of women in the workforce; ethnic neighborhoods; 
and indigenous communities and lands help shape 
the use of space in a given society. 

6. Regional patterns of language, religion, and ethnicity 
contribute to a sense of place, enhance placemaking, 
and shape the global cultural landscape. 

7. Language, ethnicity, and religion are factors in 
creating centripetal and centrifugal forces. 

Essential Questions: 
What characteristics compromise culture? 
What compromises cultural traits? 
What are differences between cultural relativism and 
ethnocentrism? 
What are the characteristics and components of a cultural 
landscape? 
How do attitudes toward ethnicity and gender, including 
the role of women in the workforce; ethnic neighborhoods; 
and indigenous communities and lands help to shape the 
use of space in a given society? 
How do regional patterns of language, religion, and 
ethnicity contribute to a sense of place, enhance 
placemaking, and shape the global cultural landscape? 
What role do language, ethnicity, and religion have in 
creating centripetal and centrifugal forces? 
How do relocation and expansion relate to diffusion? 
How do interactions between and among cultural traits 
and larger global forces lead to new forms of cultural 
expression? 
How do colonialism, imperialism, and trade help to shape 
patterns and practices of culture? 



8. Relocation and expansion—including contagious, 

hierarchical, and stimulus expansion—are types of 

diffusion. 
9. Interactions between and among cultural traits and 

larger global forces can lead to new forms of cultural 
expression, for example, creolization and lingua 
franca. 

10. Colonialism, imperialism, and trade helped to shape 
patterns and practices of culture. 

11. Cultural ideas and practices are socially constructed 
and change through both small-scale and large-scale 
processes such as urbanization and globalization. 
These processes come to bear on culture through 
media, technological change, politics, economics, and 
social relationships. 

12. Communication technologies, such as the internet and 
the time-space convergence, are reshaping and 
accelerating interactions among people; changing 
cultural practices, as in the increasing use of English 
and the loss of indigenous languages; and creating 
cultural convergence and divergence. 

13. Language families, languages, dialects, world 
religions, ethnic cultures, and gender roles diffuse 
from cultural hearths. 

14. Diffusion of language families, including Indo-
European, and religious patterns and distributions can 
be visually represented on maps, in charts and 
toponyms, and in other representations. 

15. Religions have distinct places of origin from which 
they diffused to other locations through different 
processes. Practices and belief systems impacted 
how widespread the religion diffused. 

16. Universalizing religions, including Christianity, Islam, 
Buddhism, and Sikhism, are spread through 
expansion and relocation diffusion. 

17. Ethnic religions, including Hinduism and Judaism, are 
generally found near the hearth or spread through 
relocation diffusion. 

18. Acculturation, assimilation, syncretism, and 
multiculturalism are effects of the diffusion of culture. 

How are cultural ideas and practices socially constructed 
and change in both small-scale and large-scale 
processes?  
How do large- & small-scale processes come to bear on 
culture through media, technological change, politics, 
economics, and social relationships? 
How do communication technologies, such as the internet 
and the time-space convergence, reshape and accelerate 
interactions among people; change cultural practices, as 
in the increasing use of English and the loss of indigenous 
languages; and create cultural convergence and 
divergence? 
How do language families, languages, dialects, world 
religions, ethnic cultures, and gender roles diffuse from 
cultural hearths? 
How can you visually represent the diffusion of language 
families, including Indo-European, and religious patterns 
and distributions on maps, in charts and toponyms, and in 
other representations? 
How are religions diffused from their distinct places of 
origin to other locations? 
What practices and belief systems impact how widespread 
a religion is diffused? 
How are universalizing religions, including Christianity, 
Islam, Buddhism, and Sikhism, spread through expansion 
and relocation diffusion? 
Why are ethnic religions, including Hinduism and Judaism, 
generally found near the hearth or spread through 
relocation diffusion? 
What are the effects of the diffusion of culture? Q 

Assessment Evidence 

Performance Tasks: 

Define artifacts, sociofacts, and mentifacts and compare 
the differences among them. 
Identify and describe an example of a cultural trait from 
your own culture that has changed over time. 
Explain how cultural relativism might impede attempts to 
have international agreements on practices such as 
genocide or child labor. 
Explain why the passing of the Wisconsin Act 31 is 
culturally significant. 
Describe how Tehrangeles illustrates the connections 
among language, ethnicity, and geography. 
Describe the characteristics of a cultural landscape. 
Describe evidence that might help you identify the 
languages used in ethnic neighborhoods. 
Explain the degree to which architecture can reflect 
cultural beliefs and identity. 
Describe an example of a gendered space for women. 
Explain how educational institutions might further 
develop or create safe spaces for LGBTQIA+ students. 

Other Evidence: 

• Teacher observations 

• Informal checks for understanding 

• Independent reading/student conferences 

• Independent writing/student conferences   

• Class discussions 

• Collaboration with others   

• Group work    

• Classwork    

• Homework   

• Teacher-created tests and quizzes 

• Teacher-created multimedia projects 

• AP Classroom Progress Checks 

• Case studies 

• Article/video reviews 

• Map quizzes 

• Vocabulary quizzes 
 



Compare how and why different generations in the Puno 
region of Peru may have differing senses of place. 
Explain the linguistic patterns of the United States. 
Explain how placemaking impacted the Somalis in 
Minnesota and shaped the cultural landscape. 
Describe an example of how language, religion, or 
ethnicity work together to form regions.  
Compare how one factor can be both a centripetal force 
and a centrifugal force. 
Explain how relation diffusion through forced migration 
might differ from relation diffusion through voluntary 
migration. 
Introduced by Italian immigrants, pizza spread from 
Italian neighborhoods of New York City outward to every 
corner of America. Explain how this spread represents 
both relocation and expansion diffusion. 
Compare the three types of expansion diffusion and 
explain how each is affected by wealth and power. 
Explain how aspects of Salvador’s Carnival celebration 
are an example of cultural diffusion through forced 
migration. 
Compare the diffusion of culture through trade, 
migration, military conquest, and imperialism. 
Explain whether you think global trade has as much 
influence today as it had in the past and why. 
Explain how communication and transportation 
technology have affected the distance decay model. 
Describe how religion can be a strong force of cultural 
divergence. 
Identify a question that you might pose to determine 
whether the popularity of soccer will continue to grow. 
Compare acculturation and assimilation. 
Identify and describe the advantages and disadvantages 
of multiculturalism. Do the benefits outweigh the 
downsides? Explain. 
Explain whether Australia’s problems with 
multiculturalism would be solved by adding a 
government policy of acceptance and tolerance like 
Canada’s Why or why not? 
Explain how cultural appropriation is different from 
acculturation. 
Describe how and why language differentiates one 
culture from another. 
Explain why languages change as cultures change. 
Explain how the categorization of languages provides 
insights into human history. 
Identify the five largest Romance languages on the 
Indo-European language family tree. 
Explain how Hindi and Urdu are related. 
Explain how the diagram illustrates the increasing 
differentiation of languages as one moves from 
ancestral languages to dialects. 
Identify an example of hierarchical diffusion affecting 
language. 
Describe how the diffusion of language creates unity. 
Explain how changes in regime affect toponyms. 
Explain how immigration might affect the goals of 
Quebec’s French-speaking citizens. 
Compare the spatial distribution of Christianity, Islam, 
and Buddhism. 
Identify where Christianity, Islam, and Hinduism 
originated. 



Explain how learning about people’s religious beliefs 
helps to define what it means to be human. 
Describe how historical events have impacted the 
interactions between some Hindus and Muslims in Uttar 
Pradesh. 
Explain how Christianity spread to Africa. 
Describe how Buddhism exemplifies both contagious 
diffusion and relocation diffusion. 
Explain why many Sikhs migrated from Pakistan to India 
in 1947. 
Explain how a map of Hinduism supports its definition as 
an ethnic religion. 
Explain the degree to which diffusion has impacted 
Judaism’s influence in the world. 

Benchmarks: 

Continue to update assigned countries’ profiles to reflect what you learned in the population unit. 

Investigation of Dead Language Activity  

Learning Plan 
 

Learning Activities: 
Weeks 1-2 

• Assign & explain culture portion of year-long countries project. 

• Assign unit vocab – students will be quizzed biweekly on unit vocab & map skills. 

• Assign unit reading guide. 

• Unit notes & lecture. 

• Cultural Landscape analysis activity 
 

Weeks 3-4 

• Gender Analysis questions 

• Dead Languages Investigation activity. 

• Padlet article/video review – Read one article or watch one video and comment on how it relates to the unit.  
Also mention any content related to other units in the course. 
 

Week 5 

• Mini-test bellringers – 3 prompts based MCQs 

• Case study analysis jigsaw 

• AP Classroom personal progress checks & unit test review – complete and do peer review in class 

• Unit MC & FRQ exam 
 
Resources:  
Textbook: National Geographic Human Geography, A Spatial Perspective 
 
Textbook Resources: Student Writing Handbook; Student Geography Handbook; National Geographic video library; 
National Geographic Explorer Library; Case Study library; PowerPoint library; Handbook Answer Key; Student 
Companion Workbook; Teacher’s Assessment Companion Workbook; National Geographic Atlas; National Geographic 
MapMaker; Graphic Organizer Library; Glossary; Chapter Summative Assessments & Answer Keys; Unit Summative 
Assessments and Answer Keys; Diagnostic AP Exam and Answer Key; Cengage/Congero online learning resources 
 
Supplemental Resources: AMSCO Advanced Placement Human Geography, 2nd Edition; The Introductory Reader in 
Human Geography, 5 Steps to a 5 – 500 AP Human Geography Questions; 5 Steps to a 5 AP Human Geography 
Review Book; Kaplan Prep Plus AP Human Geography; Barron’s AP Human Geography; College Board AP Classroom; 
Various other readings. 
 
General Course Resources: 
College Board AP Human Geography 
World Maps 
CIA World Factbook 
Country Watch 
Population Reference Bureau 

https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-human-geography
https://www.worldatlas.com/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/
http://www.countrywatch.com/
https://www.prb.org/


National Geographic 
United Nations 
Smithsonian Institute 
US Census Bureau 
World Health Organization 
Council on Foreign Relations – World 101 
Seterra Geography – The Ultimate Map Quiz Site 
Google Earth 
UN Data – A World of Information 
Geography Education (ScoopIt! – case studies) 
Perry-Castañeda Library Map Collection (University of Texas) 
Oxford Dictionary of Human Geography 
ArcGIS Online 
Geoguessr 
Mapping Our World – Esri Academy 
World Atlas 
Gapminder Quizzes 
National Geographic – AP Human Geography 
Esri – Instructional Resources 
Lizard Point Geography Quizzes 
30 Models and Theories to Know for AP Human Geography 
AP Human Geography Models and Theories 
 
Unit Specific Resources: 
Diffusion of Language 
Do we think differently in different languages? BBC 
Why isn’t the sky blue? Radiolab Podcast 
Hutterite Photo Gallery 
Maasai Photo Gallery 
The World’s Women UN 2020 
The five major world religions - John Bellaimey 
The Big Religion Chart 
BBC World Religions 
PBS World Religions Map 
PBS Global Connections - Religions 
PBS Religions & Ethics 
Religion Facts 
Buddha and Ashoka: Crash Course World History #6 
Christianity from Judaism to Constantine: Crash Course World History #11 
Islam, the Quran, and the Five Pillars All Without a Flamewar: Crash Course World History #13 
Animated map shows how religion spread around the world 
Tour of Sacred Sites 
Khasis: India’s indigenous matrilineal society 
“Da” instead of “The” is not incorrect, its heritage 
How Y’all, Youse and You Guys Talk 
Recognizing Women with Canadian Place Names (also Unit 1) 
Bridging Time, Distance and Distrust, With Music 
Ranked: The Countries with the Most Linguistic Diversity 
Languages of NYC map 
How the Dutch Beat the Ocean | Why Amsterdam Has Canals 
Mapping the Spread of Words Along Trade Routes 
Bolivia’s Little Known Tribal Kingdom (BBC – 50 Reasons to Love the World series) 
Exploring Greece’s Unseen Corners 
Kim Jung Un Calls K-Pop a ‘Vicious Cancer’ in the New Culture War 
Board Approves Removal of ‘Negro’ from 16 Place Names in Texas (also unit 1) 
Generation Global – international classroom exchange  
Why British Language Makes No Sense (video) 
Warren targets racist place names 
A Map of Lexical Distances Between Europe's Languages 
Mapped: Global Happiness Levels in 2021 (also unit 7) 
Evolution of “hundred” in Indo-European languages 
Haiti’s Long Road to Freedom (can also be used with development) 

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/
https://www.un.org/en/
https://naturalhistory.si.edu/
https://www.census.gov/
https://www.who.int/en/
https://world101.cfr.org/global-teaching-resource
https://online.seterra.com/en
https://earth.google.com/web/@0,0,0a,22251752.77375655d,35y,0h,0t,0r?fbclid=IwAR3yQxtfibB8rEGGYqyzTKLUejx87LUHEcg5w9zHs1_mxry_6kUPK_QPldk
http://data.un.org/default.aspx?fbclid=IwAR09FJgD_tuHcgRdx8MWXBsv12xIW1aqNd2j8yC4cJY2x1g-HsdSFo_IWmA
https://www.scoop.it/topic/geography-education?fbclid=IwAR3HkxlQ0RIO7GajnO_tf8TqeOIxOaHlWs19BuyCF2OAYFZsOmndWHD5e74
https://legacy.lib.utexas.edu/maps/?fbclid=IwAR0U4GGbMjYLV8qhHGhK7E4CsqKgTZtTwka4TLWXnvT0ZRGdhJF-q8mjLdY
https://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780199599868.001.0001/acref-9780199599868
https://www.arcgis.com/index.html
https://www.geoguessr.com/
https://www.esri.com/training/catalog/57967874fa50cd7e5a4b5a75/mapping-our-world/
https://www.worldatlas.com/
https://www.gapminder.org/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/ap-human-geography/
https://www.esri.com/en-us/industries/education/schools/instructional-resources
https://lizardpoint.com/geography/
https://fiveable.me/ap-hug/-/ap-human-geo-models-theories/blog/iBpHvi6ltOi8naATRMGv
https://prezi.com/quigwfyvfnoy/ap-human-geography-models-and-theories/
https://mapologies.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3mLDb9n1aNvH4LOSxmxoPFsBSDK2NcniMf6F7MbQ_YXUxxalYzW_8r7mk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XINQvKbqzq0
https://www.wnycstudios.org/podcasts/radiolab/segments/211213-sky-isnt-blue?fbclid=IwAR1ZPOgjK_i5RJBnly-cuV39k4VCINCRfOkMwpCj-tW4ckX096d2cXOIfac
http://www.hutterites.org/gallery/
https://www.jimmynelson.com/people/maasai
https://worlds-women-2020-data-undesa.hub.arcgis.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m6dCxo7t_aE
https://religionfacts.com/big-religion-chart
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/
https://whyy.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/sj14-soc-religmap/world-religions-map/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/globalconnections/mideast/themes/religion/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/topics/belief-and-practice/
https://religionfacts.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Nn5uqE3C9w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TG55ErfdaeY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TpcbfxtdoI8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AvFl6UBZLv4
https://tourbuilder.withgoogle.com/builder#play/ahJzfmd3ZWItdG91cmJ1aWxkZXJyEQsSBFRvdXIYgICg7rGAgwgM
http://www.bbc.com/travel/story/20210328-why-some-indians-want-more-mens-rights?referer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2F&fbclid=IwAR2GHj3Y9w5Hn7edM3WWzj3aXY-HeF7KJv-XQB69eP8WIeEyu4D3RKd3OdY
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=810827142859425
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/upshot/dialect-quiz-map.html
https://maps.canada.ca/journal/content-en.html?lang=en&appid=2b110593983a45159b839e28a8b5d839&appidalt=0a2ad7222d6a4b98a3beb7c651821b3e&utm_campaign=nrcan-rncan-womens-map&utm_medium=vurl&utm_source=canada-ca-womens-map
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/26/world/middleeast/israel-singer-elkayam-morocco.html?referringSource=articleShare&fbclid=IwAR1fzYJ8hp1XXNWpBxZ4voPNLgYrxHOEZvuJsTgS_nE-57utc9BvoI6ZK_I
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/the-countries-with-the-most-linguistic-diversity/?fbclid=IwAR1-of38TzBAV9mgcbbp1BnGd58IH1QBIJz7IrR446KZDZEi5FLOaXI4lMc
https://languagemap.nyc/?fbclid=IwAR0ZWBofGS3xiQ3tqzbpYO4btD4ywZvaK4KpaV3dhjyWY5Mzg5urHYQkcGo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XoEZvSl5Cg8&list=PLWe5_kWSoXXvSKSsCrRZRoQTn2ji28HQl&index=42
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/mapping-words-along-trade-routes/?fbclid=IwAR3jPcSIfzgcsgfpP0JE7nT-43enpAuV_U-9WDfMn5bxy4REwpj3VvDFs1E
http://www.bbc.com/travel/story/20210310-bolivias-little-known-tribal-kingdom?fbclid=IwAR0mUN3FUxCSioyej3Vn55xymTjURObKUBO62PbbhHzPN8DA-JrJzRPbQtc
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/14/travel/greece-traditions.html?action=click&module=Editors%20Picks&pgtype=Homepage&fbclid=IwAR1trpNt4zp2PuD1Sy63GLkZII2ACuBAnVR50WuJp0J5T3CLLQpk_6w1rgI
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/11/world/asia/kim-jong-un-k-pop.html?referringSource=articleShare&fbclid=IwAR2NpgymgLynl1OHNWYC_i6AB0xiMTXs7ji1tQhuqv4AgpfPR0ohl64voAE
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/11/us/texas-negro-federal-board.html?referringSource=articleShare&fbclid=IwAR0yE2drvSg-qqbJ5smicoZyoeZaKG1ySkGUjm6ojCKwVULqIy9-ktpLXVY
https://generation.global/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PkG2_d5BOxU
https://www.axios.com/warren-targets-racist-place-names-4fbc2b3a-4bcf-4d4d-b70d-1d8fa96e90c3.html?fbclid=IwAR3TmLgf2phgRbZdPTnlA-Z2nDftJFhrA5i1enUYAY47EI6Zx48kPpQAllE
https://bigthink.com/strange-maps/a-map-of-lexical-distances-between-europes-languages?fbclid=IwAR2IRc68bYjbyIecQRooT4F4oCp3Wl5-_uyYH_5_gCvhlfZLQoo3qYAnS04
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/mapped-global-happiness-levels-in-2021/?fbclid=IwAR3FE6AoStTkWYtOLTKWGIkP2zg6xrRYKEQ--b7JoDxtdnOnulVlZCiJqow
https://jakubmarian.com/evolution-of-hundred-in-indo-european-languages/
https://thenib.com/haitis-long-road-to-freedom/?fbclid=IwAR2tbepTQOeHza6cQZQ_bwxH2HPpFlI0PPg9W0yMSxTkb0R2waMgfJvf_tY


Stunning Portraits Of The World’s Remotest Tribes Before They Pass Away 
Mischief night, goosey night? Sub, Hoagie? Nine maps showing how New Jersey talks 
How Y’all, Youse and You Guys Talk 

 

Unit Learning Goal and Scale 
(Level 2.0 reflects a minimal level of proficiency) 

Standard(s): 
PSO-3.B Describe the characteristics of cultural landscapes. 

PSO-3.C Explain how landscape features, land and resource use reflect cultural beliefs and identities. 

4.0 Students will be able to:  

• Accurately describe the culture of their community as observed in the cultural landscape elements 
found in the community through understanding the ideas, histories, beliefs and values conveyed by 
these elements. 

3.0 Students will be able to:  

• Accurately describe the culture of their community through cultural landscape elements. 

2.0 
Students will be able to: 

• Identify and explain the characteristics of cultural landscapes. 

1.0 With help, partial success at level 2.0 content and level 3.0 content: 

0.0 Even with help, no success 

 
Standard(s): 

The rate of cultural change has increased as a result of globalization, Therefore, the student is able to:  Explain how 
and why globalization has increased the rate of change in cultures 

4.0 Students will be able to:  

• Accurately describe and give specific examples (with evidence) of the four types of diffusion: 
contagious, hierarchical, stimulus, and relocation. 

3.0 Students will be able to:  

• Recognize descriptions of the four types of diffusion when given examples. 

2.0 
Students will be able to: 

• Define the four types of diffusion: contagious, hierarchical, stimulus, and relocation 

1.0 With help, partial success at level 2.0 content and level 3.0 content: 

0.0 Even with help, no success 

 

Unit Modifications for Special Population Students 

Advanced Learners • Provide ample opportunities for creative behavior. 

• Create assignments that call for original work, independent learning, critical 
thinking, problem solving, and experimentation. 

•  Show appreciation for creative efforts 

• Respect unusual questions, ideas, and solutions. 

• Encourage students to test their ideas. 

• Provide opportunities and give credit for self-initiated learning. 

• Avoid overly detailed supervision and too much reliance on prescribed curricula. 

• Allow time for reflection. 

• Resist immediate and constant evaluation. 

• Avoid comparisons to other students. 

https://www.boredpanda.com/vanishing-tribes-before-they-pass-away-jimmy-nelson/
https://www.nj.com/ledgerlive/2014/10/mischief_night_goosey_night_or_cabbage_night_nine_maps_showing_how_new_jersey_tawks.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/upshot/dialect-quiz-map.html


Struggling Learners • Assist students in getting organized. 

• Give short directions. 

• Use drill exercises. 

• Give prompt cues during student performance. 

• Let students with poor writing skills use a computer. 

• Break assignments into small segments and assign only one segment at a time. 

• Demonstrate skills and have students model them. 

• Give prompt feedback. 

• Use continuous assessment to mark students’ daily progress. 

• Prepare materials at varying levels of ability 
English Language Learners 
 
 

• Use a slow, but natural rate of speech; speak clearly; use shorter sentences; 
repeat concepts in several ways. 

• When possible, use pictures, photos, and charts. 

• Corrections should be limited and appropriate.  Do not correct grammar or usage 
errors in front of the class. 

• Give honest praise and positive feedback through your voice tones and visual 
articulation whenever possible. 

• Encourage students to use language to communicate, allowing them to use their 
native language to ask/answer questions when they are unable to do so in 
English. 

• Integrate students’ cultural background into class discussions. 

• Use cooperative learning where students have opportunities to practice 
expressing ideas without risking language errors in front of the entire class 

• Coordinate with English Language Learner advisor to modify activities where 
appropriate:http://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf 

Learners with an IEP 
 

Each special education student has in Individualized Educational Plan (IEP) that 
details the specific accommodations, modifications, services, and support needed to 
level the playing field. This will enable that student to access the curriculum to the 
greatest extent possible in the least restrictive environment. These include:  

• Variation of time: adapting the time allotted for learning, task completion, or 

testing 

• Variation of input: adapting the way instruction is delivered 

• Variation of output: adapting how a student can respond to instruction 

• Variation of size: adapting the number of items the student is expected to 

complete 

• Modifying the content, process or product 

Additional resources are outlined to facilitate appropriate behavior and increase 
student engagement. The most frequently used modifications and accommodations 
can be viewed here. 
Teachers are encouraged to use the Understanding by Design Learning Guidelines 
(UDL). These guidelines offer a set of concrete suggestions that can be applied to any 
discipline to ensure that all learners can access and participate in learning 
opportunities. The framework can be viewed here www.udlguidelines.cast.org  

Learners 

with a 

504  

• Refer to 

page four in 

the Parent 

and 

Educator 

Guide to 

Section 504 

to assist in 

the 

development 

of 

appropriate 

plans. 
 

 

 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf
file:///C:/Users/CKURTH/Desktop/Modifications%202021-2022.pdf
http://www.udlguidelines.cast.org/
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf


Interdisciplinary Connections 

Indicators: 
Visual and Performing Arts: 1.3.2.c.1, 1.3.2.c.2, 1.3.5.c.2, 1.3.12.c.1 
 
Comp. Health & Physical Ed: 2.2.6.B.3, 2.2.8.B.1, 2,2,12,C,2 
 
English Language Arts (ELA) Common Core: WHST. 11.12.1, WHST. 11.12.2, WHST. 11.12.4, WHST. 11.12.5, 
WHST. 11.12.6, WHST. 11.12.7, WHST. 11.12.8, WHST. 11.12.9, WHST. 11.12.10, RH.11-12.1, RH.11.12.2, RH.11-
12.3, RH.11.12-4, RH.11.12-5, RH.11.12-6, RH.11.12-8, RH.11.12-9, RH.11.12-10 
 
Mathematics Common Core: 4.1.8.C, 4.4.8.A, 4.5.A, 4.5.D, 44.1.8.C, 4.4.8.A, 4.5.F 
 
Science: 5.1.4.B.4, 5.1.12.C.3, 5,1,8,D,1, 5.1.12.D.1 
 
World Languages: 7.1.NM.A.3, 7.1.NM.A.4 
 
Technology: 8.1.8.A.1, 8.1.8.A.2, 8.1.8.A.3, 8.1.8.A.4, 8.1.8.A.5, 8.1.8.B.1, 8.1.8.C.1, 8.1.8.D.1, 8.1.8.E.1, 8.1.8.F.1 
 
21st Century Life and Careers (Includes Financial Literacy 9.2): 9.1.8.A.1, 9.1.8.A.2, 9.1.8.A.3, 9.1.8.A.4, 
9.1.12.A.2, 9.1.12.A.4, 9.1.8.B.2, 9.1.8.C.2., 9.1.8.D.2, 9.1.8.D.4, 9.1.8.D.5, 9.1.8.E.1, 9.1.8.E.4, 9.1.8.E.5 

 

Integration of 21st Century Skills 

Indicators: 
Within the context of key knowledge instruction, students must also learn the essential skills for success in 
today’s world, such as critical thinking, problem solving, communication and collaboration. Standards are 
taken from: 
http://www.p21.org/storage/documents/docs/P21_Framework_Definitions_New_Logo_2015.pdf 
 
The curriculum includes not only a focus on mastery of key subjects, but also promote understanding of 
academic content at much higher levels by weaving 21st century interdisciplinary themes into key subjects: 

 
Themes: 
Global Awareness 
Civic Literacy 
Environmental Literacy 
Information, Media, and Technology 

 
Skills: 
Think Creatively  
Work Creatively with Others 
Implement Innovations 
Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
Communication and Collaboration 
Information, Media and Technology Skills 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.p21.org/storage/documents/docs/P21_Framework_Definitions_New_Logo_2015.pdf


Unit 4 Title: Political Patterns & Processes 

 

 

 

Unit Description:  

This unit addresses the political organization of the world. Building on knowledge of populations and cultural patterns 
learned in previous units, students examine the contemporary political map and the impact of territoriality on political 
power and on issues of identity for peoples. Students also look at the different types of political boundaries, how they 
function, and their scale, as they consider both internal and international boundaries. The interplay of political and cultural 
influences may cause tensions over boundaries to arise, such as sovereign states making claims on what other states 
consider to be international waters.  

Students also examine forms of government and how forces such as devolution may alter the functioning of political units 
and cause changes to established political boundaries. Separatist and independence movements that challenge the 
sovereignty of political states may arise from economic and nationalistic forces, as seen in Scotland, Northern Ireland, 
and Spain. The influence of supranational organizations such as the United Nations or European Union and their role in 
global affairs presents another challenge to nationalist sovereignty. 

Unit Duration:4-5 weeks 

Desired Results 

Standard(s): (from National Council for Geographic Education): 

Territorial Divisions 

1. The functions and consequences of territorial divisions 

Therefore, the student is able to: 

A. Explain how territorial divisions are used to manage Earth’s surface, as exemplified by being able to 

• Analyze and explain the impacts of regional alliances intended for political, military, cultural, or economic control 
(e.g., the political integration of the European Union [EU] countries, United Nations [UN] oversight of the military 
division of the Korean Peninsula, the economic and cultural impacts of North American Free Trade Agreement 
[NAFTA]). 

• Explain where and how nations (i.e., ethnic groups) seek territorial and national identity (e.g., the Kurds in Turkey, 
Iraq, and Iran; Palestinians in Israel, Lebanon, and Jordan; Tamils in Sri Lanka and India). 

• Explain how the “Law of the Sea” defines the extent and rights of the territorial jurisdiction of a nation state (e.g., 
control of passage of warships, rights to minerals on the ocean floor). 

B. Compare the reasons for and consequences of different systems for dividing and controlling space, as exemplified by 
being able to 

• Compare the spatial expansion and extent of different empires and describe the reasons for and effects of the 
resulting boundaries (e.g., Chinese dynasties, Roman Empire, British Empire). 

• Analyze the patterns of territorial divisions that arose during the European colonialism era and compare the 
different responses to this expansion (e.g., the 1823 Monroe Doctrine against European expansion in the 
Western hemisphere, Berlin Conference 1884–1885, Battle of Adwa in Ethiopia, Sino-French War 1884). 

• Describe and compare the different forms of governmental structures for administering nation states (e.g., 
federations such as Canada versus unitary states such as France). 

Cooperation 

2. Cooperation between countries and organizations may have lasting influences on past, present, and future global 
issues 

Therefore, the student is able to: 

A. Evaluate how countries and organizations cooperate to address global issues, as exemplified by being able to 

• Evaluate the success of United Nations (UN) agencies in dealing with global issues (e.g., peacekeeping and 
prevention of terrorist activities, disease prevention, emergency aid, climate change, education). 

• Analyze how globalization has contributed to the development of regional organizations and describe how those 
organizations have changed over time (e.g., European Union [EU], North Atlantic Treaty Organization [NATO], 
North American Free Trade Agreement [NAFTA], African Union, Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
[OPEC]). 

• Identify and describe the potential results of recommendations generated by international efforts to address 
global climate change (e.g., the series of agreements at Montreal, Kyoto, and Copenhagen). 

Conflict 

https://ncge.org/teacher-resources/national-geography-standards/


3. Changes within, between, and among countries regarding division and control of Earth's surface may result in conflicts 

Therefore, the student is able to: 

A. Explain the ways conflict affects the cohesiveness and fragmentation of countries, as exemplified by being able to 

• Describe and explain the effects of interventionist policies by developed countries on lesser-developed countries 
(e.g., United States in Iraq, China in Tibet, Soviets in Afghanistan). 

• Describe and explain the formation of alliances during World Wars I and II and explain how those alliances 
influenced the territorial divisions and occupations following the wars. 

• Compare the positive and negative effects conflict has on the cohesiveness of countries (e.g., response to 
outside threat can lead to unifying effect of protecting a nation state, ultranationalism can lead to discrimination 
against immigrant groups). 

B. Explain the causes and consequences of political and social revolutions resulting from issues of control of land and 
resources, as exemplified by being able to 

• Explain the geographical reasons for and consequences of wars and revolutions (e.g., Eritrean war of 
independence, Vietnamese wars with France and the United States, Iraqi invasion of Kuwait). 

• Analyze examples of how political and social unrest stem from competition for control of space and resources 
(e.g., Greeks and Turks in Cyprus; Taliban in Afghanistan, Hutu and Tutsi in Rwanda, actions of certain terrorist 
groups [Irish Republican Army or Hamas]). 

• Analyze the effect that extracting, and trading of resources has on conflicts in developing nations (e.g., lithium, 
conflict diamonds, petroleum, uranium). 

Indicators: 
Identify the different types of information presented in visual sources. 
Explain what maps or data imply or illustrate about geographic principles, processes, and outcomes. 
Explain spatial relationships across various geographic scales using geographic concepts, processes, models, or 
theories. 
Describe a relevant geographic concept, process, model, or theory in a specified context. 
Explain the degree to which a geographic concept, process, model, or theory effectively explains geographic effects 
across various geographic scales. 
Identify the scales of analysis presented by maps, quantitative and geospatial data, images, and landscapes. 
Describe spatial patterns, networks, and relationships. 
Explain what maps or data imply or illustrate about geographic principles, processes, and outcomes. 
Compare geographic characteristics and processes at various scales. 
The political organization of space results from historical and current processes, events, and ideas. 
For world political maps: a. Define the different types of political entities. b. Identify a contemporary example of political 
entities. 
Explain the processes that have shaped contemporary political geography. 
Describe the concepts of political power and territoriality as used by geographers. 
Political boundaries and divisions of governance, between states and within them, reflect balances of power that have 
been negotiated or imposed. 
Define types of political boundaries used by geographers. 
Explain the nature and function of international and internal boundaries. 
Define federal and unitary states. 
Explain how federal and unitary states affect spatial organization. 
Political, economic, cultural, or technological changes can challenge state sovereignty. 
Define factors that lead to the devolution of states. 
Explain how political, economic, cultural, and technological changes challenge state sovereignty. 
Explain how the concepts of centrifugal and centripetal forces apply at the state scale. 

Understandings: 
Students will understand that… U 

1. Independent states are the primary building blocks of 
the world political map. 

2. Types of political entities include nations, nation-
states, stateless nations, multinational states, 
multistate nations, and autonomous and 
semiautonomous regions, such as American Indian 
reservations. 

3. The concepts of sovereignty, nation states, and self-
determination shape the contemporary world. 

Essential Questions:  
What are the primary building blocks of the world political 
map? 
What are the different types of political entities? 
How do the concepts of sovereignty, nation-states, and 
self-determination shape the contemporary world? 
How have colonialism, imperialism, independence 
movements, and devolution along national lines influenced 
contemporary political boundaries? 
How is political power expressed geographically? 
How do neocolonialism, shatter belts, and choke points 
help to illustrate political power geographically? 



4. Colonialism, imperialism, independence movements, 
and devolution along national lines have influenced 
contemporary political boundaries. 

5. Political power is expressed geographically as control 
over people, land, and resources, as illustrated by 
neocolonialism, shatter belts, and choke points. 

6. Territoriality is the connection of people, their culture, 
and their economic systems to the land. 

7. Types of political boundaries include relic, 
superimposed, subsequent, antecedent, geometric, 
and consequent boundaries. 

8. Boundaries are defined, delimited, demarcated, and 
administered to establish limits of sovereignty, but 
they are often contested. 

9. Political boundaries often coincide with cultural, 
national, or economic divisions.  However, some 
boundaries are created by demilitarized zones or 
policy, such as the Berlin Conference. 

10. Land and maritime boundaries and international 
agreements can influence national or regional identity 
and encourage or discourage international or internal 
interactions and disputes over resources. 

11. The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 
defines the rights and responsibilities of nations in the 
use of international waters, established territorial 
seas, and exclusive economic zones. 

12. Voting districts, redistricting, and gerrymandering 
affect election results at various scales. 

13. Forms of governance include unitary states and 
federal states. 

14. Unitary states tend to have a more top-down, 
centralized form of governance, while federal states 
have more locally based, dispersed power centers. 

15. Factors that can lead to the devolution of states 
include the division of groups by physical geography, 
ethnic separatism, ethnic cleansing, terrorism, 
economic and social problems, and irredentism. 

16. Devolution occurs when states fragment into 
autonomous regions; subnational political territorial 
units, such as those within Spain, Belgium, Canada, 
and Nigeria; or when states disintegrate, as happened 
in Sudan and the former Soviet Union. 

17. Advances in communication technology have 
facilitated devolution, supranationalism, and 
democratization. 

18. Global efforts to address transnational and 
environmental challenges and to create economies of 
scale, trade agreements, and military alliances help to 
further supranationalism. 

19. Supranational organizations—including the United 
Nations (UN), North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO), European Union (EU), Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), Arctic Council, 
and African Union—can challenge state sovereignty 
by limiting the economic or political actions of member 
states. 

20. Centrifugal forces may lead to failed states, uneven 
development, stateless nations, and ethnic nationalist 
movements. 

21. Centripetal forces can lead to ethnonationalism, more 
equitable infrastructure development, and increased 
cultural cohesion. 

What is territoriality? 
What are the different types of political boundaries? 
How are boundaries defined and administered to establish 
limits of sovereignty? 
Why and how are borders often contested? 
What other factors do political boundaries often coincide 
with? 
How are boundaries created by demilitarized zones or 
policy, such as the Berlin Conference? 
How do land and maritime boundaries and international 
agreements influence national or regional identity and 
encourage or discourage international or internal 
interactions and disputes over resources? 
How does the United Nations Convention on the Law of 
the Sea define the rights and responsibilities of nations in 
the use of international waters, established territorial seas, 
and exclusive economic zones? 
How do voting districts, redistricting, and gerrymandering 
affect election results at various scales? 
What are unitary states and federal states and how are 
they different from each other? 
What factors can lead to the devolution of states and when 
does devolution occur? 
How have advances in communication technology 
facilitated devolution, supranationalism, and 
democratization? 
What global efforts exist to address transnational and 
environmental challenges and to create economies of 
scale, trade agreements, and military alliances help to 
further supranationalism? 
How do supranational organizations—including the United 
Nations (UN), North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), 
European Union (EU), Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN), Arctic Council, and African Union— 
challenge state sovereignty by limiting the economic or 
political actions of member states? 
What are centrifugal forces and how may they lead to 
failed states, uneven development, stateless nations, and 
ethnic nationalist movements? 
What are centripetal forces and how may they lead to 
ethnonationalism, more equitable infrastructure 
development, and increased cultural cohesion? 
 
 
 
 



Assessment Evidence 

Performance Tasks:T 

Describe how people’s narratives can affect the 
expression of territoriality in their communities. 
Identify how maps can be a tool used to express power. 
Explain why Kosovo seeks recognition as a sovereign 
state by the United Nations as a whole. 
Explain an argument to answer the following question: Is 
the United States a nation-state? 
Describe the relationship between territoriality and the 
open display of local pride. 
Explain why choke points are important to the global 
economy. 
Describe what a map can show about the Kurds’ 
challenges as a stateless nation. 
Explain how the concept of self-determination might 
challenge the political structure of a multinational state. 
Describe the cultural and economic aftereffects of 
imperialism. 
Explain why it is important that the border between 
South and North Korea is clearly demarcated. 
Compare subsequent and superimposed boundaries 
Describe how the nature of a country’s boundaries is 
linked with its history and political situation. 
Explain why countries find it necessary to delimit their 
boundaries. 
Explain why coastal countries seek to expand and 
defend their maritime boundaries. 
Identify centripetal and centrifugal forces that impact 
Greek and Turkish Cypriots. 
Compare key spatial elements in unitary and federal 
systems. 
Explain how the Chinese government’s response to the 
Sichuan earthquake in 2008 highlights a disadvantage 
of unitary states. 
Describe how the United States government is spatially 
organized and how power is distributed among its units. 
Describe how Canada’s federal system serves the 
region of Nunavut. 
Explain how reapportionment can impact the political 
power of a state. 
Describe the arguments against gerrymandering. 
Explain the role race played in the legal challenges to 
either North Carolina’s or Wisconsin’s gerrymandered 
congressional maps. 
Describe how Russia’s annexation of Crimea is an 
example of irredentism. 
Describe how sovereignty is related to devolution. 
Describe how the physical geography of the Philippines 
acts as a devolutionary force. 
Identify devolutionary forces in Canada and the Soviet 
Union and describe the results of each. 
Describe how technology could make devolutionary 
pressures increase or decrease. 
Describe the benefits of a supranational organization for 
a state with a small GDP. 
Explain how a supranational organization might 
challenge the sovereignty of a state. 
Explain how Brexit is an example of devolution. 
Explain how symbols such as the Union Jack act as a 
centripetal force. 

Other Evidence: 

• Teacher observations 

• Informal checks for understanding 

• Independent reading/student conferences 

• Independent writing/student conferences   

• Class discussions 

• Collaboration with others   

• Group work    

• Classwork    

• Homework   

• Teacher-created tests and quizzes 

• Teacher-created multimedia projects 

• AP Classroom Progress Checks 

• Case studies 

• Article/video reviews 

• Map quizzes 

• Vocabulary quizzes 

 



Describe how infrastructure, such as a quality 
transportive system, can act as a centripetal force. 
Explain how nationalism can act as either a centripetal 
or a centrifugal force.  

Benchmarks: 

Continue to update assigned countries’ profiles to reflect what you learned in the political geography unit. 

Olympics Project  

Learning Plan 
 

Learning Activities: 
Weeks 1-2: 

• Assign & explain culture portion of year-long countries project. 

• Assign unit vocab – students will be quizzed biweekly on unit vocab & map skills. 

• Assign unit reading guide. 

• Unit notes & lecture. 

• Types of states activity 
 

Weeks 3-4: 

• Causes of devolution activity. 

• Unit 4 choice board activity. 

• Padlet article/video review – Read one article or watch one video and comment on how it relates to the unit.  
Also mention any content related to other units in the course. 

• Case study analysis Jigsaw 
 

Week 5: 

• Mini-test bellringers – 3 prompts based MCQs 

• AP Classroom personal progress checks & unit test review – complete and do peer review in class 

• Unit MC & FRQ exam 
 
Resources:  
Textbook: National Geographic Human Geography, A Spatial Perspective 
 
Textbook Resources: Student Writing Handbook; Student Geography Handbook; National Geographic video library; 
National Geographic Explorer Library; Case Study library; PowerPoint library; Handbook Answer Key; Student 
Companion Workbook; Teacher’s Assessment Companion Workbook; National Geographic Atlas; National Geographic 
MapMaker; Graphic Organizer Library; Glossary; Chapter Summative Assessments & Answer Keys; Unit Summative 
Assessments and Answer Keys; Diagnostic AP Exam and Answer Key; Cengage/Congero online learning resources 
 
Supplemental Resources: AMSCO Advanced Placement Human Geography, 2nd Edition; The Introductory Reader in 
Human Geography, 5 Steps to a 5 – 500 AP Human Geography Questions; 5 Steps to a 5 AP Human Geography 
Review Book; Kaplan Prep Plus AP Human Geography; Barron’s AP Human Geography; College Board AP Classroom; 
Various other readings. 
 
General Course Resources: 
College Board AP Human Geography 
World Maps 
CIA World Factbook 
Country Watch 
Population Reference Bureau 
National Geographic 
United Nations 
Smithsonian Institute 
US Census Bureau 
World Health Organization 
Council on Foreign Relations – World 101 
Seterra Geography – The Ultimate Map Quiz Site 
Google Earth 
UN Data – A World of Information 
Geography Education (ScoopIt! – case studies) 

https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-human-geography
https://www.worldatlas.com/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/
http://www.countrywatch.com/
https://www.prb.org/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/
https://www.un.org/en/
https://naturalhistory.si.edu/
https://www.census.gov/
https://www.who.int/en/
https://world101.cfr.org/global-teaching-resource
https://online.seterra.com/en
https://earth.google.com/web/@0,0,0a,22251752.77375655d,35y,0h,0t,0r?fbclid=IwAR3yQxtfibB8rEGGYqyzTKLUejx87LUHEcg5w9zHs1_mxry_6kUPK_QPldk
http://data.un.org/default.aspx?fbclid=IwAR09FJgD_tuHcgRdx8MWXBsv12xIW1aqNd2j8yC4cJY2x1g-HsdSFo_IWmA
https://www.scoop.it/topic/geography-education?fbclid=IwAR3HkxlQ0RIO7GajnO_tf8TqeOIxOaHlWs19BuyCF2OAYFZsOmndWHD5e74


Perry-Castañeda Library Map Collection (University of Texas) 
Oxford Dictionary of Human Geography 
ArcGIS Online 
Geoguessr 
Mapping Our World – Esri Academy 
World Atlas 
Gapminder Quizzes 
National Geographic – AP Human Geography 
Esri – Instructional Resources 
Lizard Point Geography Quizzes 
30 Models and Theories to Know for AP Human Geography 
AP Human Geography Models and Theories 
 
Unit Specific Resources: 
Effects of Colonialism 
Dominican Republic announces plans for Haiti border fence 
Enclaves & Exclaves - A Tour of the World's Geographically Engulfed and Orphaned Places 
The Walled World 
How Many Countries Are There? 
4.4 & Administrative Boundaries - Couples, families separated by U.S.-Canada border closure find oasis at Peace Arch 
park 
A fun quiz analyzing political views by looking at landscapes. Landscape analysis of American cities, suburbs and rural 
areas definitely fits into our course in several places. 
4.3 Chokepoints – Steer through the Suez Canal 
Their Own Private Idaho: Five Oregon Counties Back a Plan to Secede 
MapLab: Redistricting Rundown - This would be a great gerrymandering activity for students to practice geographic 
thinking in the service of equity and inclusion--have your students draw voting districts. 
Texas will gain 2 congressional seats. Seven states to lose 1 seat, Census Bureau data shows 
4.8 – ethnic cleansing/genocide – Charlie Rose interview “the Promise”,  
Biden recognizes atrocities against Armenians as genocide, IMDB summary/review of “The Promise” 
Scottish independence: could Britain break up? 
APHuG Unit 4 Political Geography Course Description AP Test Prep Review Lecture 
The World’s Largest Shipping Hubs (also Unit 6 & 7) 
Law of the Sea - Now China Has Cruise Missile Carrying Catamarans Chasing Away Ships In The South China Sea 
Out of Sight, Out of Mind: Ecocide in the Pacific 
The limited series on Netflix titled: “Whose Vote Counts, Explained,” explains gerrymandering.  The episode is titled 
“Whose Vote Counts.” 
Why the Suez Canal is so Insanely Important.. (and Nukes) (also Unit 7) 
Building a border at 4,600 meters 
Separated by only a few miles, geographic quirk forces families apart during pandemic 
A Close-Up Picture of Partisan Segregation, Among 180 Million Voters (Unit 6 and also Unit 1 – Scale) 
The True Origin of The Gambia’s Bizarre Borders 
New Caledonia's New Government Seen As 'Significant Turning Point' In The Pacific - from self-determination to 
devolution to colonialism to EEZ and then onto connecting with #unit7 and core-periphery relationship. 
Topics 4.4 & 4.9 - South Sudan: From 10 States to 32 States and Back Again 
Gerrymandering - The Gerrymandering Project - Redistricting has a huge effect on U.S. politics but is greatly 
misunderstood. This project uncovers what’s really broken, what's not and whether gerrymandering can (or should) be 
killed. The Atlas Of Redistricting - There’s a lot of complaining about gerrymandering, but what should districts look 
like? We went back to the drawing board and drew a set of alternative congressional maps for the entire country. Each 
map has a different goal: One is designed to encourage competitive elections, for example, and another to maximize 
the number of majority-minority districts. See how changes to district boundaries could radically alter the partisan and 
racial makeup of the U.S. House — without a single voter moving or switching parties.  Welcome to Dave's Redistricting 
The Regime - A profile of the dictator who has managed to hold on longer than any amidst the Arab unrest — President 
Bashar al-Assad. 
Once Brothers (30 for 30) - Drazen Petrovic and Vlade Divac were two friends who grew up together sharing the 
common bond of basketball. Together, they lifted the Yugoslavian National team to unimaginable heights. 
Brazil in Black and White -  
My six nation Haudenosaunee passport is not a 'fantasy document' 
Political Boundaries – United Kingdom 
China and the Philippines' battle over disputed territories in the South China Sea (video) 
Whose Land - Territories by Land 
What is Redistricting? (video – Washington State) 

https://legacy.lib.utexas.edu/maps/?fbclid=IwAR0U4GGbMjYLV8qhHGhK7E4CsqKgTZtTwka4TLWXnvT0ZRGdhJF-q8mjLdY
https://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780199599868.001.0001/acref-9780199599868
https://www.arcgis.com/index.html
https://www.geoguessr.com/
https://www.esri.com/training/catalog/57967874fa50cd7e5a4b5a75/mapping-our-world/
https://www.worldatlas.com/
https://www.gapminder.org/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/ap-human-geography/
https://www.esri.com/en-us/industries/education/schools/instructional-resources
https://lizardpoint.com/geography/
https://fiveable.me/ap-hug/-/ap-human-geo-models-theories/blog/iBpHvi6ltOi8naATRMGv
https://prezi.com/quigwfyvfnoy/ap-human-geography-models-and-theories/
https://mapologies.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR3mLDb9n1aNvH4LOSxmxoPFsBSDK2NcniMf6F7MbQ_YXUxxalYzW_8r7mk
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-56227999
https://story.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=b361b92a97c04dc783a7cb566b0bb069
https://www.theguardian.com/world/ng-interactive/2013/nov/walls#sahara
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4AivEQmfPpk
https://www.kuow.org/stories/couples-families-separated-by-u-s-canada-border-closure-find-oasis-at-peace-arch-park?utm_source=facebook.com&utm_campaign=npr&utm_term=nprnews&utm_medium=social&fbclid=IwAR0rgSNNfVc0Dg166HYniMnohWD-mmig-oW4167YEnw8Nc7C8iOuUwB-nbg
https://www.kuow.org/stories/couples-families-separated-by-u-s-canada-border-closure-find-oasis-at-peace-arch-park?utm_source=facebook.com&utm_campaign=npr&utm_term=nprnews&utm_medium=social&fbclid=IwAR0rgSNNfVc0Dg166HYniMnohWD-mmig-oW4167YEnw8Nc7C8iOuUwB-nbg
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/upshot/trump-biden-geography-quiz.html?fbclid=IwAR2uxY6n1vtabtyTAd6ac_SK-njKb3pLY2pP3qpBTlOV0H_sYrOFoOhmc4o
https://edition.cnn.com/interactive/2021/03/cnnix-steership/?fbclid=IwAR00E8Z3F9YkKrcPdAeQpgORY8ciEk_vec2bgNFu0DNaR3uc3lBWhFXxpp0
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/21/us/oregon-idaho-secession.html?referringSource=articleShare&fbclid=IwAR3K73Lf0kCg9Fd23VU4biLWokWypuXoyU_dBm0GDIwy6ZeWgJXQqcrdmG4
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/newsletters/2021-05-20/how-to-get-involved-in-redistricting-now?fbclid=IwAR0GLJJDBvlr_OJCcQMhI2ZeZjfNXVVXOxTCC5ffQ-nWIbngh-niVvGDvx4
https://www.yahoo.com/news/census-bureau-data-release-reveal-134634451.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U9xInkOO5Xs
https://apnews.com/article/joe-biden-turkey-government-and-politics-middle-east-europe-dbe6bc9ddac90c1393e6c33ff2220781?fbclid=IwAR1rGUF6wkEb7Uieuq2Ffyg_AJbAMmCZFm1Dtp4o0Ye-U-We3j6Yt7-Rz4g
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt4776998/?fbclid=IwAR2u2PT0n2_Pnl6GEmm07wYQ3-6dfAYl_9JnnepJypKLfZWjH1MqgqHV3kU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kBHZiXUDV6A
https://www.loom.com/share/6806cf8aa09f40f0b1f67dd15818b963?fbclid=IwAR2qMbqdQxjKTH_Kd9QTeAmtArvuJXbJofjlG9_JkfhG8URZJBFHjtPsC_4
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/worlds-largest-shipping-hubs/?fbclid=IwAR360sEuseX4TKrG8cba4CT6_ewkaSy9FZguIwAEnvZSh6gKci05-7tq4-Y
https://www.thedrive.com/the-war-zone/40107/now-china-has-cruise-missile-carrying-catamarans-chasing-away-ships-in-the-south-china-sea?fbclid=IwAR0BKkcSzVlcprtNLAOCAIbBX_cAb-pFqkCuXzsAYoWCj_2xOGu6IK2z3-0
https://www.counterpunch.org/2021/04/12/out-of-sight-out-of-mind-ecocide-in-the-pacific/?fbclid=IwAR27zQmmQSE_qcCRTCChSWbXHyWO_alKP5V2RWXLWWHZyG6l0QNA68H0ar4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9PbgYReEUO8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ECch2g1_6PQ&list=PLJ8cMiYb3G5dRe4rC7m8jDaqodjZeLzCZ&index=38
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/separated-by-only-a-few-miles-geographic-quirk-forces-families-apart-during-pandemic?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=pbsofficial&utm_campaign=newshour&utm_content=1616594647
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/03/17/upshot/partisan-segregation-maps.html?fbclid=IwAR1Ev9fOt0waIwk0o-oy1PRNlR85naboDt6QCsSSrOGlwx51RfdwghAoG6Y
https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/the-true-history-of-the-gambias-bizarre-origin-story?utm_medium=atlas-page&utm_source=facebook&fbclid=IwAR1xvoeMu4fRjG0kHMs_mhZbMrfn8MC4BgVe7DryPcz_xX25QLXpYvV3wr8
https://www.npr.org/2021/03/11/975273437/new-caledonias-new-government-seen-as-significant-turning-point-in-the-pacific?utm_medium=social&utm_term=nprnews&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_campaign=npr&fbclid=IwAR0SOZcwSuYnHCDW6M-Zasvzlo7dTxFlq-N15IZkPRrBiSw0OxRNhWnYf_Y
https://www.usip.org/publications/2021/03/south-sudan-10-states-32-states-and-back-again?fbclid=IwAR1ih1XjSf_5gVC7f6HstDmdzria6hN9DEB8M9bzZ_LYt86FpirMQMkASAc
https://fivethirtyeight.com/tag/the-gerrymandering-project/?fbclid=IwAR2wJM29oirc6rRWjdfUanfp_03fc-7MYZXZm58AVn5vOYAsXUHkvE6Ah9I
https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/redistricting-maps/california/?fbclid=IwAR0iy--1LUcqt4N2AQ8CAeWdmHrngg6at3RrxDIPAF9yIkSuJWH1viKFOaQ
https://davesredistricting.org/maps?fbclid=IwAR10VfHFgXRg57BsZVsciqAsHMKSeJbUN5A0xgnZiPLRsPKJtyQjlw8BeJY#home
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/the-regime/?fbclid=IwAR1p3vM_gJd4SvR6Uop6oxW_TobbgbFFF_SLb0934SuaSajb_YBc4orx0II
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s93C3-ggmmU
https://vimeo.com/54989973?fbclid=IwAR1Q-AWiCCIYU_fuLqZSOU2befn7z9CcZMgjdMmsPRjqCmHc1SUX5Imi_rU
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/oct/30/my-six-nation-haudenosaunee-passport-not-fantasy-document-indigenous-nations?fbclid=IwAR0WPaTPCv8Rjp1-2DlMxjpo5y_GHBU3gXL700qEMdjap8SOy6snhN5TN2M
https://mk0brilliantmaptxoqs.kinstacdn.com/wp-content/uploads/England-vs-GB-Vs-UK.gif?fbclid=IwAR3SM-SyFCjmrRFoOYTWXy87NsyrcwxzbvY5yvAMAKqWGhM9HG923GmHpWQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OMHowzST6Ss
https://www.whose.land/en/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AnW9BFH_e4A


POV – Stateless (video – PBS) 
4.5 - AN INTRODUCTION TO: THE INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT TO PREVENT UNREGULATED FISHING IN 
THE HIGH SEAS OF THE CENTRAL ARCTIC OCEAN 
The Two Koreas - Uneasy Asian neighbors share a history of tension and conflict. 
The surprisingly political history of K-pop (also unit 3 culture) 
The Man Who Went to War With Canada 
The Politics of Defining Central New Jersey 
VOX Borders 
New Jersey Division of Elections – Congressional Districts 

 

Unit Learning Goal and Scale 
(Level 2.0 reflects a minimal level of proficiency) 

Standard(s): 

The functions and consequences of territorial divisions, Therefore, the student is able to:  Explain how territorial 
divisions are used to manage Earth’s surface. 

4.0 Students will be able to:  

• Accurately describe and give specific examples (with evidence) of the different types of states: quasi-
states, stateless nations, multinational states, multistate nations, and autonomous regions. 

3.0 Students will be able to:  

• Recognize descriptions of the various types of states when given examples 

2.0 

Students will be able to: 

• Define the different types of states: quasi-states, stateless nations, multinational states, multistate 
nations, and autonomous regions. 

1.0 With help, partial success at level 2.0 content and level 3.0 content: 

0.0 Even with help, no success 

 
Standard(s): 
Explain the causes and consequences of political and social revolutions resulting from issues of control of land and 
resources. 

4.0 Students will be able to:  

• Accurately describe and give specific examples (with evidence) of the different types and causes of 
devolution. 

3.0 Students will be able to:  

• Recognize descriptions of the various types and causes of devolution when given examples. 

2.0 
Students will be able to: 

• Define the different types and causes of devolution. 

1.0 With help, partial success at level 2.0 content and level 3.0 content: 

0.0 Even with help, no success 

 

Unit Modifications for Special Population Students 

Advanced Learners • Provide ample opportunities for creative behavior. 

• Create assignments that call for original work, independent learning, critical 
thinking, problem solving, and experimentation. 

•  Show appreciation for creative efforts 

• Respect unusual questions, ideas, and solutions. 

• Encourage students to test their ideas. 

• Provide opportunities and give credit for self-initiated learning. 

• Avoid overly detailed supervision and too much reliance on prescribed curricula. 

• Allow time for reflection. 

• Resist immediate and constant evaluation. 

• Avoid comparisons to other students. 

Struggling Learners • Assist students in getting organized. 

• Give short directions. 

https://www.pbs.org/pov/watch/stateless/video-trailer-stateless/?fbclid=IwAR2Eq7o7SdYYXK9ucNQ7Yn-KqM2KSJ0qieN6hWcf5XtZgc5B9CkoduNs1ok
https://arctic-council.org/en/news/introduction-to-international-agreement-to-prevent-unregulated-fishing-in-the-high-seas-of-the-central-arctic-ocean/?fbclid=IwAR1cLsWvJ_nbQBsMvy9TCxNqGdTneIS3Zz7lLOHKSrOAN3D8tODTYMp1zsc
https://arctic-council.org/en/news/introduction-to-international-agreement-to-prevent-unregulated-fishing-in-the-high-seas-of-the-central-arctic-ocean/?fbclid=IwAR1cLsWvJ_nbQBsMvy9TCxNqGdTneIS3Zz7lLOHKSrOAN3D8tODTYMp1zsc
https://storymaps.esri.com/stories/2017/two-koreas/index.html?fbclid=IwAR1qh_3bU5iW3e7ldAwPlBM6tXIcx1RUUXAYeCvxFJICzo27c_40aPK1gLE
https://www.vox.com/the-highlight/22532102/bts-kpop-blackpink-south-korea-psy?fbclid=IwAR0S1-5Y1CCprl5RZS-4T20DHacGIGQCzpa9Tdy7UPH7iqXyw5GD9niKDDk
https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/us-canada-island-dispute?fbclid=IwAR0hC_dM_7uJ7MEdapyTH1GOqDw8PAzRTnNoMDchr2bI5265D3t61J8BlBk
https://www.geographyrealm.com/the-politics-of-defining-central-new-jersey/
https://www.vox.com/a/borders
https://geoapps.nj.gov/congressionaldistricts/


• Use drill exercises. 

• Give prompt cues during student performance. 

• Let students with poor writing skills use a computer. 

• Break assignments into small segments and assign only one segment at a time. 

• Demonstrate skills and have students model them. 

• Give prompt feedback. 

• Use continuous assessment to mark students’ daily progress. 

• Prepare materials at varying levels of ability 

English Language Learners 
 
 

• Use a slow, but natural rate of speech; speak clearly; use shorter sentences; 
repeat concepts in several ways. 

• When possible, use pictures, photos, and charts. 

• Corrections should be limited and appropriate.  Do not correct grammar or usage 
errors in front of the class. 

• Give honest praise and positive feedback through your voice tones and visual 
articulation whenever possible. 

• Encourage students to use language to communicate, allowing them to use their 
native language to ask/answer questions when they are unable to do so in 
English. 

• Integrate students’ cultural background into class discussions. 

• Use cooperative learning where students have opportunities to practice 
expressing ideas without risking language errors in front of the entire class 

• Coordinate with English Language Learner advisor to modify activities where 
appropriate:http://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf 

Learners with an IEP 
 

Each special education student has in Individualized Educational Plan (IEP) that 
details the specific accommodations, modifications, services, and support needed to 
level the playing field. This will enable that student to access the curriculum to the 
greatest extent possible in the least restrictive environment. These include:  

• Variation of time: adapting the time allotted for learning, task completion, or 

testing 

• Variation of input: adapting the way instruction is delivered 

• Variation of output: adapting how a student can respond to instruction 

• Variation of size: adapting the number of items the student is expected to 

complete 

• Modifying the content, process or product 

Additional resources are outlined to facilitate appropriate behavior and increase 
student engagement. The most frequently used modifications and accommodations 
can be viewed here. 
Teachers are encouraged to use the Understanding by Design Learning Guidelines 
(UDL). These guidelines offer a set of concrete suggestions that can be applied to any 
discipline to ensure that all learners can access and participate in learning 
opportunities. The framework can be viewed here www.udlguidelines.cast.org  

Learners 

with a 

504  

• Refer to 

page four in 

the Parent 

and 

Educator 

Guide to 

Section 504 

to assist in 

the 

development 

of 

appropriate 

plans. 
 

 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf
file:///C:/Users/CKURTH/Desktop/Modifications%202021-2022.pdf
http://www.udlguidelines.cast.org/
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf


Indicators: 
Visual and Performing Arts: 1.3.2.c.1, 1.3.2.c.2, 1.3.5.c.2, 1.3.12.c.1 
 
Comp. Health & Physical Ed: 2.2.6.B.3, 2.2.8.B.1, 2,2,12,C,2 
 
English Language Arts (ELA) Common Core: WHST. 11.12.1, WHST. 11.12.2, WHST. 11.12.4, WHST. 11.12.5, 
WHST. 11.12.6, WHST. 11.12.7, WHST. 11.12.8, WHST. 11.12.9, WHST. 11.12.10, RH.11-12.1, RH.11.12.2, RH.11-
12.3, RH.11.12-4, RH.11.12-5, RH.11.12-6, RH.11.12-8, RH.11.12-9, RH.11.12-10 
 
Mathematics Common Core: 4.1.8.C, 4.4.8.A, 4.5.A, 4.5.D, 44.1.8.C, 4.4.8.A, 4.5.F 
 
Science: 5.1.4.B.4, 5.1.12.C.3, 5,1,8,D,1, 5.1.12.D.1 
 
World Languages: 7.1.NM.A.3, 7.1.NM.A.4 
 
Technology: 8.1.8.A.1, 8.1.8.A.2, 8.1.8.A.3, 8.1.8.A.4, 8.1.8.A.5, 8.1.8.B.1, 8.1.8.C.1, 8.1.8.D.1, 8.1.8.E.1, 8.1.8.F.1 
 
21st Century Life and Careers (Includes Financial Literacy 9.2): 9.1.8.A.1, 9.1.8.A.2, 9.1.8.A.3, 9.1.8.A.4, 
9.1.12.A.2, 9.1.12.A.4, 9.1.8.B.2, 9.1.8.C.2., 9.1.8.D.2, 9.1.8.D.4, 9.1.8.D.5, 9.1.8.E.1, 9.1.8.E.4, 9.1.8.E.5 

 

Integration of 21st Century Skills 

Indicators: 
Within the context of key knowledge instruction, students must also learn the essential skills for success in 
today’s world, such as critical thinking, problem solving, communication and collaboration. Standards are 
taken from: 
http://www.p21.org/storage/documents/docs/P21_Framework_Definitions_New_Logo_2015.pdf 
 
The curriculum includes not only a focus on mastery of key subjects, but also promote understanding of 
academic content at much higher levels by weaving 21st century interdisciplinary themes into key subjects: 

 
Themes: 
Global Awareness 
Civic Literacy 
Environmental Literacy 
Information, Media, and Technology 

 
Skills: 
Think Creatively  
Work Creatively with Others 
Implement Innovations 
Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
Communication and Collaboration 
Information, Media and Technology Skills 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.p21.org/storage/documents/docs/P21_Framework_Definitions_New_Logo_2015.pdf


 

 

Unit 5 Title: Agricultural and Rural Land Use Patterns and Processes 

Unit Description:  

This unit examines the origins of agriculture and its subsequent diffusion. Students learn about the ways agricultural 
practices have changed over time as a result of technological innovations, such as equipment mechanization and 
improvements in transportation that create global markets. In addition, they examine the consequences of agricultural 
practices such as the use of high-yield seeds and chemicals, revisiting the human–environmental relationships studied 
in Unit 1. 

Course emphasis on spatial patterns is evident in this unit as students consider the differences in what foods or 
resources are produced and where they are produced. These agricultural production regions are impacted by economic 
and technological forces that increase the size of agricultural operations and the carrying capacity of the land. This has 
in turn created a global system of agriculture and the interdependence of regions of agricultural consumption and 
production. 

Student understanding of this global system of agriculture based on government cooperation lays the foundation for a 

deeper understanding of economic development in the final unit of the course. 

Unit Duration: 4-5 weeks 

Desired Results 

Standard(s): (from National Council for Geographic Education): 

Environmental Opportunities and Constraints 

1. Depending on the choice of human activities, the characteristics of the physical environment can be viewed as both 
opportunities and constraints 

Therefore, the student is able to: 

A. Explain how people may view the physical environment as both an opportunity and a constraint depending on their 
choice of activities, as exemplified by being able to 

• Explain how mountainous terrain may constrain some farming techniques due to a lack of flat areas and yet 
offer opportunities in growing crops that are only suited to high elevation growing conditions. 

• Explain how the ski industry and state roads departments may view the same mountainous region and its 
weather patterns as presenting both opportunities and constraints. 

• Explain how the physical environment of the arid West of the United States presents both opportunities and 
constraints for human activities (e.g., the construction, use, and maintenance of golf courses, cultivation of 
cotton and citrus fruits, numerous outdoor swimming pools, water intensive lawns and landscaping). 

Environmental Hazards 

2. Humans perceive and react to environmental hazards in different ways 

Therefore, the student is able to: 

A. Explain and compare how people in different environments think about and respond to environmental hazards, as 
exemplified by being able to 

• Construct a list of environmental hazards and compare and contrast how people in developed and developing 
world regions prepare for and cope with the aftermath of these disasters. 

• Construct and compare maps of recent wildfires and population distribution in Southern California and explain 
the reasons for and consequences of people building structures in the most vulnerable areas in this region 
(e.g., fire protection, insurance, financing, land values, quality of life, fuel suppression of vegetation). 

• Explain how people from different parts of the country might have differing views on federal government 
insurance programs for areas susceptible to environmental hazards (e.g., hail insurance programs in Kansas, 
national flood insurance in Louisiana). 

B. Explain how environmental hazards affect human systems and why people may have different ways of reacting to 
them, as exemplified by being able to 

• Explain how volcanoes have sometimes been incorporated into local cultural traditions and lore by people who 
live with the unpredictability of eruptions rather than to relocate farther away from the hazard. 

https://ncge.org/teacher-resources/national-geography-standards/


• Describe and explain the short- and long-term effects of hurricanes in the Gulf of Mexico and Atlantic coast on 
beaches, buildings, and human activities (e.g., insurance rates, zoning, building codes, beach replenishment, 
displaced populations). 

• Compare the human responses to the potential predicted effects of climate change on different regions of Earth 
(e.g., people living in coastal versus landlocked areas, high- versus low-latitude areas, Northern versus 
Southern Hemisphere areas). 

Adaptation to the Environment 

3. Societies use a variety of strategies to adapt to changes in the physical environment 

Therefore, the student is able to: 

A. Explain how societies adapt to reduced capacity in the physical environment, as exemplified by being able to 

• Explain how societies historically adapted to reduced capacity in the physical environment (e.g., migration, 
limiting population growth, building aqueducts and cisterns) and predict locations where adaptation strategies 
might be required in the future. 

• Explain how societies use technology in dealing with resource shortages amidst growing human populations 
(e.g., recycling used water, recycling paper products, converting to drip irrigation systems, development of new 
alternative energy sources). 

• Describe and explain how societies may change their use of building materials in response to changes in the 
physical environment. 

B. Analyze the concept of “limits to growth” to explain adaptation strategies in response to the restrictions imposed on 
human systems by physical systems, as exemplified by being able to 

• Analyze how people have adapted to physical environments that vary in carrying capacity (e.g., slash-and-burn 
agriculture practices, nomadic herding or hunting, importation of needed products). 

• Analyze the lifestyles of humans in extreme or island environments and explain strategies inhabitants use to 
survive and not overwhelm the limits of their environments (e.g., water collection and rationing in arid climates, 
Inuit seasonal seal hunting and fishing practices, Antarctic researchers using sustainable living practices). 

• Identify world locations that have vulnerable environmental conditions (e.g., extreme temperatures, limited 
access to water, steep topography) and high population density and explain adaptation strategies used in these 
locations that address the limits to growth. 

Indicators: 
Explain the significance of geographic similarities and differences among different locations and/or at different times. 
Compare patterns and trends in visual sources to draw conclusions. 
Explain spatial relationships in a specified context or region of the world, using geographic concepts, processes, 
models, or theories. 
Explain the degree to which a geographic concept, process, model, or theory effectively explains geographic effects in 
different contexts and regions of the world 
Explain spatial relationships across various geographic scales using geographic concepts, 
processes, models, or theories. 
Compare patterns and trends in maps and in quantitative and geospatial data to draw conclusions. 
Explain the connection between physical geography and agricultural practices. 
Identify different rural settlement patterns and methods of surveying rural settlements. 
Identify major centers of domestication of plants and animals. 
Explain how plants and animals diffused globally. 
Explain the advances and impacts of the second agricultural revolution. 
Explain the consequences of the Green Revolution on food supply and the environment in the developing world. 
Explain how economic forces influence agricultural practices. 
Describe how the von Thünen model is used to explain patterns of agricultural production at various scales. 
Explain the interdependence among regions of agricultural production and consumption. 
Explain how agricultural practices have environmental and societal consequences. 
Explain challenges and debates related to the changing nature of contemporary agriculture and food-production 
practices. 
Explain geographic variations in female roles in food production and consumption. 



Understandings: 
Students will understand that…  
1. Availability of resources and cultural practices 

influence agricultural practices and land-use patterns. 
2. Agricultural practices are influenced by the physical 

environment and climatic conditions, such as the 
Mediterranean climate and tropical climates. 

3. Intensive farming practices include market gardening, 
plantation agriculture, and mixed crop/livestock 
systems. 

4. Extensive farming practices include shifting cultivation, 
nomadic herding, and ranching. 

5. Specific agricultural practices shape different rural 
land-use patterns. 

6. Rural settlement patterns are classified as clustered, 
dispersed, or linear. 

7. Rural survey methods include metes and bounds, 
township and range, and long lot. 

8. Agriculture has changed over time because of cultural 
diffusion and advances in technology. 

9. Early hearths of domestication of plants and animals 
arose in the Fertile Crescent and several other regions 
of the world, including the Indus River Valley, 
Southeast Asia, and Central America. 

10. Patterns of diffusion, such as the Columbian 
Exchange and the agricultural revolutions, resulted in 
the global spread of various plants and animals. 

11. New technology and increased food production in the 
second agricultural revolution led to better diets, 
longer life expectancies, and more people available 
for work in factories. 

12. The Green Revolution was characterized in agriculture 
by the use of high-yield seeds, increased use of 
chemicals, and mechanized farming. 

13. The Green Revolution had positive and negative 
consequences for both human populations and the 
environment. 

14. Agricultural production regions are defined by the 
extent to which they reflect subsistence or commercial 
practices (monocropping or monoculture). 

15. Intensive and extensive farming practices are 
determined in part by land costs (bid-rent theory). 

16. Large-scale commercial agricultural operations are 
replacing small family farms. 

17. Complex commodity chains link production and 
consumption of agricultural products. 

18. Technology has increased economies of scale in the 
agricultural sector and the carrying capacity of the 
land. 

19. Von Thünen’s model helps to explain rural land use by 
emphasizing the importance of transportation costs 
associated with distance from the market; however, 
regions of specialty farming do not always conform to 
von Thünen’s concentric rings. 

20. Food and other agricultural products are part of a 
global supply chain. 

21. Some countries have become highly dependent on 
one or more export commodities. 

22. The main elements of global food distribution 
networks are affected by political relationships, 
infrastructure, and patterns of world trade. 

Essential Questions: Q 

How are agricultural practices influenced by the physical 
environment and climatic conditions? 
What are examples of intensive farming practices? 
What are examples of extensive farming practices? 
How do specific agricultural practices shape different 
rural land-use patterns? 
How are rural settlement patterns classified? 
What are rural survey methods? 
Where did the early hearths of domestication of plants 
and animals arise? 
How did patterns of diffusion, such as the Columbian 
Exchange and the agricultural revolutions, result in the 
global spread of various plants and animals? 
How did new technology and increased food production 
in the second agricultural revolution lead to better diets, 
longer life expectancies, and more people available for 
work in factories? 
What are the characteristics of the Green Revolution? 
What are the positive and negative consequences of the 
Green Revolution on both human populations and the 
environment? 
How are agricultural production regions defined? 
How do land costs (bid-rent theory) determine intensive 
and extensive farming practices? 
Why are large-scale commercial agricultural operations 
replacing small family farms? 
How do complex commodity chains link production and 
consumption of agricultural products? 
How has technology increased economies of scale in 
the agricultural sector and the carrying capacity of the 
land? 
How does Von Thünen’s model help to explain rural land 
use by emphasizing the importance of transportation 
costs associated with distance from the market? 
What limitations exist with Von Thunen’s model? 
How are food and other agricultural products part of the 
global supply chain? 
Why have some countries become highly dependent on 
one or more export commodities (commodity 
dependence)? 
How are the main elements of global food distribution 
networks affected by political relationships, 
infrastructure, and patterns of world trade? 
What are the environmental effects of agricultural land 
use? 
How do agricultural practices—including slash and burn, 
terraces, irrigation, deforestation, draining wetlands, 
shifting cultivation, and pastoral nomadism—alter the 
landscape? 
What are the societal effects of agricultural practices? 
How have agricultural innovations such as 
biotechnology, genetically modified organisms, and 
aquaculture been accompanied by debates over 
sustainability, soil and water usage, reductions in 
biodiversity, and extensive fertilizer and pesticide use? 
How are patterns of food production and consumption 
influenced by movements relating to individual food 
choice, such as urban farming, community-supported 
agriculture (CSA), organic farming, value-added 
specialty crops, fair trade, local-food movements, and 
dietary shifts? 



23. Agricultural production and consumption patterns vary 
in different locations, presenting different 
environmental, social, economic, and cultural 
opportunities and challenges. 

24. Environmental effects of agricultural land use include 
pollution, land cover change, desertification, soil 
salinization, and conservation efforts. 

25. Agricultural practices—including slash and burn, 
terraces, irrigation, deforestation, draining wetlands, 
shifting cultivation, and pastoral nomadism—alter the 
landscape. 

26. Societal effects of agricultural practices include 
changing diets, role of women in agricultural 
production, and economic purpose. 

27. Agricultural innovations such as biotechnology, 
genetically modified organisms, and aquaculture have 
been accompanied by debates over sustainability, soil 
and water usage, reductions in biodiversity, and 
extensive fertilizer and pesticide use. 

28. Patterns of food production and consumption are 
influenced by movements relating to individual food 
choice, such as urban farming, community-supported 
agriculture (CSA), organic farming, value-added 
specialty crops, fair trade, local-food movements, and 
dietary shifts. 

29. Challenges of feeding a global population include lack 
of food access, as in cases of food insecurity and food 
deserts; problems with distribution systems; adverse 
weather; and land use lost to suburbanization. 

30. The location of food-processing facilities and markets, 
economies of scale, distribution systems, and 
government policies all have economic effects on 
food-production practices. 

31. The role of females in food production, distribution, 
and consumption varies in many places depending on 
the type of production involved. 

What are the challenges of feeding a global population? 
What do the economic effects of the location of food-
processing facilities and markets, economies of scale, 
distribution systems, and government policies have on 
food-production practices? 
How does the role of females in food production, 
distribution, and consumption vary in many places 
depending on the type of production involved? 

 

Assessment Evidence 

Performance Tasks: 

Identify the four elements that make land favorable for 
growing crops. 
Describe how the agricultural practices of certain 
regions are influenced by the Mediterranean climate. 
Explain why areas on different continents – such as 
Western Europe and coastal East Asia – have similar 
climates at different latitudes. 
Explain how geographic features would affect the grid 
pattern of the township and range system. 
Compare the advantages and disadvantages of 
clustered, dispersed, and linear settlements. 
Identify the environmental impacts of slash-and-burn 
farming techniques. 
Explain why nomadic herding is the most extensive type 
of agriculture. 
Compare the similarities and differences between 
subsistence and commercial farming practices. 
Describe how intensive and extensive farming practices 
are determined in part by the bid-rent theory. 
Identify an example where an agricultural practice is 
influenced by the availability of natural resources and 
the climate. 

Other Evidence: 

• Teacher observations 

• Informal checks for understanding 

• Independent reading/student conferences 

• Independent writing/student conferences   

• Class discussions 

• Collaboration with others   

• Group work    

• Classwork    

• Homework   

• Teacher-created tests and quizzes 

• Teacher-created multimedia projects 

• AP Classroom Progress Checks 

• Case studies 

• Article/video reviews 

• Map quizzes 

• Vocabulary quizzes 

 



Identify which continent likely produces the most diverse 
array of agricultural exports and explain your reasoning. 
Explain what the areas that cultivate grain have in 
common. 
Identify the highest elevations of North and South 
America using the “Topography of the World” map, then 
describe the types of agriculture that take place in these 
regions. 
Compare the agriculture practices of New Zealand and 
Australia to those of North America. 
Describe how environmental changes contributed to the 
development of agriculture. 
Identify a physical characteristic the ancient agricultural 
hearths in the Fertile Crescent and North Central China 
have in common and explain how it likely influenced the 
development of both hearths. 
Identify the earliest animals to be domesticated and 
explain when and where the domestication occurred. 
Compare agriculture diffusion today with diffusion during 
the Columbian Exchange. 
Describe how the three agricultural revolutions were 
similar and how they were different. 
Explain the advances and impacts of the second 
agricultural revolution. 
Compare advantages and disadvantages of the Green 
Revolution for the food supply and environment in the 
periphery. 
Explain how the changes that some call the fourth 
agricultural revolution use geographic principles, skills, 
and technologies and have geographic consequences. 
Compare the influence of economic factors among 
subsistence and commercial farming practices. 
Explain how government policies have impacted farm 
practices and the foods available to consumers. 
Describe the factors that impact commercial dairying 
and ranching. 
Explain why the number of small farms is decreasing 
and the number of large commercial farms is increasing. 
Describe how the closure of several food processing 
plants would disrupt agriculture commodity chains. 
Explain how farm subsidies combat the issue of rising 
costs of production. 
Identify an impact of the trade war between the United 
States and China on agriculture. 
Explain the spatial relationship between land-use and 
market areas, based on the Von Thunen model. 
Explain the von Thunen model assumptions that are no 
longer present in agriculture today. 
Describe how the von Thunen model could be used to 
generally describe agricultural production across the 
continental United States. 
Explain the economic impact of commodity dependency 
on a region. 
Explain how political relationships affect global food 
distribution. 
Consider the supply and demand for a cash crop such 
as vanilla. Describe the impact the global supply chain 
has on supply and demand. 
Describe how the fair-trade movement affects the 
interdependence between core and peripheral countries.  



Explain the degree to which the production of coffee 
increases the interdependence between semi-periphery 
countries and core countries. 
Explain why agricultural practices and landscapes vary 
so widely across regions. 
Identify a positive and a negative effect of irrigation. 
Describe some possible environmental consequences of 
the Mbororo community’s use of 3D maps. 
Identify possible negative land cover changes 
associated with terrace farming. 
Explain factors that may cause a country to have strict 
sustainability policies. Give examples. 
Describe a societal consequence resulting from changes 
in farm ownership structures. 
Explain why the Great Green Wall initiative extends 
beyond planting trees. 
Describe the benefits and drawbacks presented by 
precision agriculture to both large and small farmers. 
Describe some environmental limitations of 
biotechnology. 
Explain how the concept of biodiversity helps 
geographers analyze the impacts of modern-day farming 
practices. 
Identify and describe factors that could cause more 
farmers to embrace agricultural innovations. 
Compare the commercial approach to agriculture with 
the sustainable approach. 
Compare food insecurity in the United States and food 
insecurity in other parts of the world. How does the 
problem manifest itself across different regions? 
Explain the argument that food insecurity has more to do 
with distribution issue than production issues. 
Explain how food deserts present both an opportunity 
and a challenge. 
Explain how agricultural policies in the United States 
could be modified to strengthen the agricultural system’s 
ability to perform as a sustainable food production 
system. 
Describe the types of geographic data that might be 
useful in helping meet the demand of food security. 
Explain how economy of scale can be used to support 
an argument that favors large-scale farming over small-
scale farming. 
Explain the degree to which food production can be 
impacted by violent conflict and extreme weather. 
Explain why working in the agricultural sector is more 
difficult for female farmers than for male farmers. 
Describe how women’s changing roles in food 
distribution and consumption affect their communities. 
Explain the degree to which a region’s economy and 
culture affect the empowerment of its female farmers. 

Benchmarks: 

Continue to update assigned countries’ profiles to reflect what you learned in the agriculture unit. 

Farmers’ Market Project  

Learning Plan 



 

Learning Activities: 
Weeks 1-2: 

• Assign & explain agriculture portion of year-long countries project. 

• Assign unit vocab – students will be quizzed biweekly on unit vocab & map skills. 

• Assign unit reading guide. 

• Unit notes & lecture. 

• Meatrix/Smithfield Farms videos jigsaw 
 

Weeks 3-4: 

• Jigsaw presentation about different types of agriculture & Farmers’ Market project. 

• Where does my breakfast/lunch/dinner come from? 

• Padlet article/video review – Read one article or watch one video and comment on how it relates to the unit.  
Also mention any content related to other units in the course. 
 

Week 5: 

• Case study analysis Jigsaw 

• Mini-test bellringers – 3 prompts based MCQs 

• AP Classroom personal progress checks & unit test review – complete and do peer review in class 

• Unit MC & FRQ exam 
 
Resources:  
Textbook: National Geographic Human Geography, A Spatial Perspective 
 
Textbook Resources: Student Writing Handbook; Student Geography Handbook; National Geographic video library; 
National Geographic Explorer Library; Case Study library; PowerPoint library; Handbook Answer Key; Student 
Companion Workbook; Teacher’s Assessment Companion Workbook; National Geographic Atlas; National 
Geographic MapMaker; Graphic Organizer Library; Glossary; Chapter Summative Assessments & Answer Keys; Unit 
Summative Assessments and Answer Keys; Diagnostic AP Exam and Answer Key; Cengage/Congero online learning 
resources 
 
Supplemental Resources: AMSCO Advanced Placement Human Geography, 2nd Edition; The Introductory Reader 
in Human Geography, 5 Steps to a 5 – 500 AP Human Geography Questions; 5 Steps to a 5 AP Human Geography 
Review Book; Kaplan Prep Plus AP Human Geography; Barron’s AP Human Geography; College Board AP 
Classroom; Various other readings. 
 
General Course Resources: 
College Board AP Human Geography 
World Maps 
CIA World Factbook 
Country Watch 
Population Reference Bureau 
National Geographic 
United Nations 
Smithsonian Institute 
US Census Bureau 
World Health Organization 
Council on Foreign Relations – World 101 
Seterra Geography – The Ultimate Map Quiz Site 
Google Earth 
UN Data – A World of Information 
Geography Education (ScoopIt! – case studies) 
Perry-Castañeda Library Map Collection (University of Texas) 
Oxford Dictionary of Human Geography 
ArcGIS Online 
Geoguessr 
Mapping Our World – Esri Academy 
World Atlas 
Gapminder Quizzes 
National Geographic – AP Human Geography 
Esri – Instructional Resources 
Lizard Point Geography Quizzes 

https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-human-geography
https://www.worldatlas.com/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/
http://www.countrywatch.com/
https://www.prb.org/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/
https://www.un.org/en/
https://naturalhistory.si.edu/
https://www.census.gov/
https://www.who.int/en/
https://world101.cfr.org/global-teaching-resource
https://online.seterra.com/en
https://earth.google.com/web/@0,0,0a,22251752.77375655d,35y,0h,0t,0r?fbclid=IwAR3yQxtfibB8rEGGYqyzTKLUejx87LUHEcg5w9zHs1_mxry_6kUPK_QPldk
http://data.un.org/default.aspx?fbclid=IwAR09FJgD_tuHcgRdx8MWXBsv12xIW1aqNd2j8yC4cJY2x1g-HsdSFo_IWmA
https://www.scoop.it/topic/geography-education?fbclid=IwAR3HkxlQ0RIO7GajnO_tf8TqeOIxOaHlWs19BuyCF2OAYFZsOmndWHD5e74
https://legacy.lib.utexas.edu/maps/?fbclid=IwAR0U4GGbMjYLV8qhHGhK7E4CsqKgTZtTwka4TLWXnvT0ZRGdhJF-q8mjLdY
https://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780199599868.001.0001/acref-9780199599868
https://www.arcgis.com/index.html
https://www.geoguessr.com/
https://www.esri.com/training/catalog/57967874fa50cd7e5a4b5a75/mapping-our-world/
https://www.worldatlas.com/
https://www.gapminder.org/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/ap-human-geography/
https://www.esri.com/en-us/industries/education/schools/instructional-resources
https://lizardpoint.com/geography/


30 Models and Theories to Know for AP Human Geography 
AP Human Geography Models and Theories 
 
Unit Specific Resources: 
Agricultural Literacy Curriculum Matrix 
Food Deserts in DC – Let’s Talk (NPR) 
A Place at the Table (YouTube) 
The Food Deserts of Memphis: inside America’s Hunger Capital – Divided Cities 
Ron Finley: Urban Gangsta Gardner in South Central LA – Game Changers 
How Urban Farming Saved a Dallas Community 
Starved: Our Food Insecurity Crisis 
Flowingdata – In Search of Food Deserts 
Living in a Food Desert - Documentary  
Quiz Show Review 
New Evidence Show Fertile Soil Gone from Midwestern Farms 
5.11 – Challenges of Contemporary Agriculture – BBC The Inquiry – How can we feed 11 billion people? 
How to Sustainably Feed 10 Billion People by 2050, in 21 charts 
Atlanta creates the nation's largest free food forest with hopes of addressing food insecurity 
Apple Podcasts – Stuff You Should Know – What Will Farming 4.0 Look Like? 
History Channel – the Food that Built America 
How America Got Sold on Low-Fat Food 
5.10 Environmental Consequences - This is how much different commodities contribute to deforestation 
Food Deserts: Causes, Consequences and Solutions 
Daron Babcock – the Answer was a Farm 
Feeding 9 Billion 
The Global State Of Food Security 
5.11 – Challenges of Contemporary Agriculture – 5 Products You Can Make with Banana Value Addition 
5.9 & 5.11 – The Story of Chocolate: Unwrapping the Bar (touches on export commodities, infrastructure, patterns of 
world trade, fair trade, and sustainability. 
5.12 – Women in Agriculture – Empowering Female Farmers to Feed the World (can also be used for 7.4 Women & 
Economic Development) 
Why is vanilla so expensive? 
Savior Seeds – India’s Water Crisis 
Visiting the Farm of the Future 
Iceland palm oil advert: petition launched for ban to be overturned 
Leuser : Are palm oil farmers shooting orangutans?- BBC News 
5.10  - Why Beef is the Worst Food for the Climate? 
How Good – the World’s Largest Product Sustainability Database 
Foodprint – Making Sense of Food 
Chipotle – Real Foodprint 
Understanding Land Use Patterns 
A Map of Every Building in the US 
New app launched in Philly helps save food from going to waste – Too Good To Go 
Hay Day Game 
Top Crop: Farming for the Future Educator's Guide – Top Crop Game 
The Important Role of Women in Feeding the World's Population - We use this short video from Feed the Future and 
then follow up with an assignment using the maps/charts/ and info graphic on the same site called the Female Face 
of Agriculture 
Women in Agriculture Around The World [AP Human Geography Unit 5 Topic 12] (5.12) 
50 Things That Made the Modern Economy 
Tales of Turkey’s forgotten women: Agriculture workers 
A New Crop in Pennsylvania: Warehouses (also Unit 7) 
The Economics of Coffee in One Chart 
Trying to Eat Healthy in a Food Desert 
5.6 – 5.11 Soyalism | DW Documentary - "How does the growing demand for meat in China affect the Amazon 
rainforest? And why are Brazilian farmers being lured to Mozambique to farm soybeans? These are some of the 
questions that this classic investigative documentary attempts to answer. 
A 5,000-mile living wall could hold back the world's largest desert 
Topic 5.11: Challenges of Contemporary Agriculture, particularly IMP-5.B.1 but also details on environmental effects 
of agriculture and agricultural technologies such as precision agriculture - Regenerative Farming for Soil Health 
America Revealed – Food Machine - In this first episode of America Revealed, host Yul Kwon explores how this 
machine feeds nearly 300 million Americans every day. He discovers engineering marvels we’ve created by putting 

https://fiveable.me/ap-hug/-/ap-human-geo-models-theories/blog/iBpHvi6ltOi8naATRMGv
https://prezi.com/quigwfyvfnoy/ap-human-geography-models-and-theories/
https://www.agclassroom.org/matrix/search_result/?search=APHG&fbclid=IwAR3zxAEg3nFUFfnonB7VPObSIex4pW658pgPjbBsVdb1ZYfldCln-3zb9_M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?fbclid=IwAR1opK0n7vjFlR1rdcH5GfgLRrGSS3NLoyi6MM1azhU_3wl7m429YTmrtew&v=kQeorPkPLmU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?fbclid=IwAR1ACU1zBEvEO614vDnYAiGPlAsbf-tQt4hAMJaKg_2TMYAR4Qzy7KiQi_4&v=UbfS_AJP-Iw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E6ZpkhPciaU&fbclid=IwAR1sJwd05vkGYrRjuIMEOWSpbNAwbXNXLRKjPgM42DhBznHi_c04tmCjAFA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?fbclid=IwAR2zlu_u06DVLFNp4TrrOrIFXmX1_7a2D7Ax5l09lFF3CII-yq2djnKE5SE&v=7t-NbF77ceM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?fbclid=IwAR1sJwd05vkGYrRjuIMEOWSpbNAwbXNXLRKjPgM42DhBznHi_c04tmCjAFA&v=gfCcI6_1iiA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=IcZAiawGziM&fbclid=IwAR3lqqFuDtNAJ3yooCsuMvS5GuX_yuaVe8RNFWGO251UYhOujGy5EHYMomI
https://flowingdata.com/2013/08/27/in-search-of-food-deserts/?fbclid=IwAR087e1gdaZK45ex6PCW7T464U--jErkMTfXssqsTXrer6y8nl0zW0onIhM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jicYbi-8ZNU&fbclid=IwAR2kvo9tCJEggiTtHRTA_tVRJFqUrni6CumiXze6HIx7NdKvJ_FQEqNDplg
https://www.flippity.net/qs.php?k=1HwsYMauL1ULVjT6ptT2NobNRf82FWPnzRooSpmTtq1Q&fbclid=IwAR2WvTDDdebQoto5c6t8xw2xwyhOtlEpMy08CbX4PgERA_4PyBO7BVehvtQ
https://www.npr.org/2021/02/24/967376880/new-evidence-shows-fertile-soil-gone-from-midwestern-farms?utm_term=nprnews&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=npr&utm_source=facebook.com&fbclid=IwAR1rwPj_0itQl6rEzSsfDXPK_Zu5fvFH7kHZJoY4wtJomlAeYLNWrgO9AUY
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w3csytfv?fbclid=IwAR1ACU1zBEvEO614vDnYAiGPlAsbf-tQt4hAMJaKg_2TMYAR4Qzy7KiQi_4
https://www.wri.org/blog/2018/12/how-sustainably-feed-10-billion-people-2050-21-charts?fbclid=IwAR3dSXrh8CLE97QhoOuEadPvZEBwdY2IZ6RvNzgX-mCQpl1LGH_fmkTWoVs
https://www.cnn.com/2021/02/22/us/atlanta-free-food-forest-trnd/index.html?fbclid=IwAR2kvo9tCJEggiTtHRTA_tVRJFqUrni6CumiXze6HIx7NdKvJ_FQEqNDplg
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/stuff-you-should-know/id278981407?i=1000510301669&fbclid=IwAR1lcC0BT4o0vEsS4KkHwjZnIWO7H9t06U6t5cnIdvgnUApUZjRONNOo6jw
https://daily.jstor.org/how-america-got-sold-on-low-fat-food/?fbclid=IwAR2UBdVXCqEqCZPl1LFZeXbqO3vJWlFr6Cx0mIPwznpq1B5uoy5paV9smeo
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2021/02/7-commodities-forests-deforestation-environment-cattle-palm-oil-soy-coffee-climate-change-trees?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social_scheduler&utm_term=Agriculture%2C%20Food%20and%20Beverage&utm_content=25%2F02%2F2021%2014%3A30&fbclid=IwAR1IvD9KycNqt6L-63WmO1unGyMZ0q_C52LtfUNpKadi6TqVnUMvFdn-j_E
https://www.learningforjustice.org/classroom-resources/lessons/food-deserts-causes-consequences-and-solutions
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l1T74We9mXM&fbclid=IwAR2C1KbX-ozaudlGWN4vxbGPhjreU1vUg8UhjnUeHjOoEGJEZzBKJF-10wM
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/foodfeatures/feeding-9-billion/?fbclid=IwAR3BqFOQEfLpzEZQ6QbGH2H8pu2aXTkteGEor-b3-dqcmIz-rsseTGUGeDA
https://www.statista.com/chart/21209/best-and-worst-performing-countries-for-food-security/?utm_source=Statista%20Global&utm_campaign=868e778117-All_InfographTicker_daily_COM_AM_KW05_2021_Fr_COPY&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_afecd219f5-868e778117-309446237&fbclid=IwAR3NuEvrmag6rdtYGSCcPUlMtV1HwDLXV8mZjsjWYj8x60eV5yAOPF7_M0w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=voRxScCX2iM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-XbP4cn8xhU
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/culture/article/partner-content-empowering-female-farmers?fbclid=IwAR2HGm_wd9EJvrldSpsDn88tm9shdKNjen0ansT52Y1VrjnTxX-d4QwESPw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oguPMXcrOVY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mkBoVfkOWqQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2MlrXExzenU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oA10-oZi4Xc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EU1abJMw7cs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3lrJYTsKdUM
https://howgood.com/?fbclid=IwAR0wRBZ6qdFjghmF8WFDEyo1HkUTc8rFf0cEfCTtMwMXbdzrfADb2INo10U
https://foodprint.org/?fbclid=IwAR3wBT54Iv0axPh0Fpth8JyDfH-g-u-YaADVCElStCSPse2DHIMzVp1qlBw
https://realfoodprint.chipotle.com/?fbclid=IwAR0lcZcqh2bzfhr-2TI-DMZDiSab12RPDRfV4p1ZZyHutND0EYhdlGibdqE
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-human-geography/classroom-resources/understanding-land-use-patterns?course=ap-human-geography
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/10/12/us/map-of-every-building-in-the-united-states.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20210513&instance_id=30730&nl=the-morning&regi_id=82358642&segment_id=57934&te=1&user_id=a2ab6c7b4888f14e56a1dae467835f6b&fbclid=IwAR338PRcIeV_9FSe5KddzV2nKiiw6nbzbasM-c5VXvk2dbTNS0lTSfjexcQ&mtrref=l.facebook.com&gwh=33454CFC6CD546E9B0AEEC7BDD90500C&gwt=regi&assetType=REGIWALL
https://6abc.com/business/new-app-helps-to-eliminate-food-waste-in-unique-way/10457364/
https://toogoodtogo.com/en-us/movement
https://hayday.com/en/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/media/top-crop-farming-future-educators-guide/?fbclid=IwAR3cPIh8ZQ02iEcmE4R3SPTbcZoxS-DCZSuT1_Bdi8LVQSMBUHQkS7tRbww
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/interactive/top-crop/?fbclid=IwAR3O-WNy6CMKR_dbRno2YIRsgkfNv6xT2DHl4Emsids8Hsqfisd4ppEmme0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yW2Ypk25iqY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=KjPEEzQlgJw&fbclid=IwAR3B7JTFI-6Yf4VIcl1iope5jk2L1JpNgaKaNltS-FXsxtF2a9aplSp-hn0
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/50-things-that-made-the-modern-economy/id1172889381?i=1000383425912&fbclid=IwAR23NOeDyroyuwDxIt9IYVwFAJZYOsxr4ywBVlQopbgIko-D8YiiMDE2uew
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tIyH9nG9kQk
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/26/business/lehigh-valley-warehouses-ecommerce.html?referringSource=articleShare&fbclid=IwAR0T9TAJs360-b5UK_tJILR1eQvTAherrKknGCzPR2hjV0xdWRF8tIFgEns
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/the-economics-of-coffee-in-one-chart/?fbclid=IwAR2aB9S2Pf-6BG7RK7dW9Ea1i7VvwNMpjXpUIQ24BsIoU8N69RvS2WFsRgg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dDbENx9c3Fg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ksrc7eI3IMY
https://www.cnn.com/2021/03/17/africa/africa-great-green-wall-sahara-desert-spc-intl-c2e/index.html?fbclid=IwAR1z-G-uTvQG-MQMNiRCYv5h-LdGb3ZgumT_HJT4tsU923Hl8Dl86Re1ILA
https://www.loe.org/shows/segments.html?programID=21-P13-00011&segmentID=5&fbclid=IwAR2Xv7LQ9Ua-BWGGbUYw9k7jp6BCUwKPJQ8a-V8h6VGLLMU1Vre2YO5Lqzc
https://www.pbs.org/video/america-revealed-food-nation/?fbclid=IwAR07hzp5GR4bVtiGSs1Fg04HUupNnie3KuNLZvpZPlZ_-2aOubGZ1OJLqd4


nature to work and takes a look at the costs of our insatiable appetite on our health and environment (look for 
questions in online FB drive). 
What everyone gets WRONG about farm work - This is a very interesting view of what it takes to work in the fields 
and the people that come here to do this difficult job- specifically the skill that it takes. Great for Unit 2 & 5.  There is a 
comparison of political based talking points towards the beginning which you may want to skip depending on the 
needs of your class. 
5.11 IMP B.2. Individual Food Choice Movements 
5.10 Agricultural Practices & the Alteration of the Landscape 
5.6 Agricultural Production Regions: Economic Purpose 
5.6 Agricultural Production Regions: Farming Practice 
5.6 Agricultural Production Regions: Primary Focus-Crops or Animals? 
What is Monoculture? 
5.7 - Explained | World's Water Crisis | FULL EPISODE | Netflix - In this episode:  The global water crisis is at an 
inflection point. How do we price our most valuable resource, while also ensuring access to it as a human right? 
How urban planning and housing policy helped create ‘food apartheid’ in U.S. cities 
A Dutch chocolate company’s fight to end illegal child labor 
Revealed: the true extent of America’s food monopolies, and who pays the price 
Learning to Love GMOs 
An Abundance of Aquaculture in Andhra Pradesh 
Surviving the Sneaky Psychology of Supermarkets 
60 Minutes+ explores how Netherlands is driving a "food revolution" (video) 
5.10 - Examples of Terrace Farming Around the World 
Down on the farm: A shortage of agricultural labor (video) 
No Soil. No Growing Seasons. Just Add Water and Technology - A new breed of hydroponic farm, huge and high-
tech, is popping up in indoor spaces all over America, drawing celebrity investors and critics. 
Von Thunen Model 
Von Thunen - A Model of Agricultural Land Use 
Do you live in a (food) desert? 
Jersey is the Garden State, so why are there food deserts? 
Sometimes, an N.J. food desert is just a mirage | Editorial 
VIOLENT AREAS ARE HUNGRY AREAS - As WURD’s afternoon host explains, violence is often linked to hunger. 
That’s why we need more—not fewer—supermarkets in Philly 
Building an oasis in a Philadelphia food desert 
Philadelphia Food Access 
Food Deserts in Philadelphia, PA - This is a comparative map of supermarkets and grocery stores that carry healthy 
foods such as fresh produce and meat etc., as well as where they are located in relation to the distribution of median 
household income as well as unemployment rates in Philadelphia, PA 
Philly Food Trust 

 

Unit Learning Goal and Scale 
(Level 2.0 reflects a minimal level of proficiency) 

Standard(s): 

Depending on the choice of human activities, the characteristics of the physical environment can be viewed as both 
opportunities and constraints, Therefore, the student is able to:  Explain how people may view the physical environment 
as both an opportunity or a constraint depending on their choice of activities 

4.0 Students will be able to:  

• Accurately describe and give specific examples (with evidence) of the different types of agriculture: 
pastoral nomadism, grain, shifting cultivation, commercial farming, plantation, dairy, mixed 
crop/livestock, Mediterranean, intensive subsistence, and livestock ranching. 

3.0 Students will be able to:  

• Recognize descriptions of the various types of agriculture when given examples. 

2.0 

Students will be able to: 

• Define the different types of agriculture: pastoral nomadism, grain, shifting cultivation, commercial 
farming, plantation, dairy, mixed crop/livestock, Mediterranean, intensive subsistence, and livestock 
ranching. 

1.0 With help, partial success at level 2.0 content and level 3.0 content: 

0.0 Even with help, no success 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OTCqyfJwkx0&t=1s
https://wordwall.net/resource/12333266/511-imp-b2-individual-food-choice-movements
https://wordwall.net/resource/12327208/510-agricultural-practices-alteration-landscape
https://wordwall.net/resource/9523854/geography/56-agricultural-production-regions-economic-purpose
https://wordwall.net/resource/9523999/geography/56-agricultural-production-regions-farming-practice
https://wordwall.net/resource/9524432/56-agricultural-production-regions-primary-focus-crops-or
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VH_wt8xBrm4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C65iqOSCZOY
https://localnewsmatters.org/2021/03/10/how-urban-planning-and-housing-policy-helped-create-food-apartheid-in-u-s-cities/?fbclid=IwAR2HLpD7HBEOYeekKFSGvL_w8DNpIy58O4-Y8UdrYFM4CG2XolWhaLVF1P8
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/a-dutch-chocolate-companys-fight-to-end-illegal-child-labor?fbclid=IwAR09FJgD_tuHcgRdx8MWXBsv12xIW1aqNd2j8yC4cJY2x1g-HsdSFo_IWmA
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/ng-interactive/2021/jul/14/food-monopoly-meals-profits-data-investigation?fbclid=IwAR1D0zF1dwI0oWORNjQpEI-gIkJIEUmw-kBQA93roW1zl84qL-5kWr61jUE
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/20/magazine/gmos.html?fbclid=IwAR1PnSly2KTs_3awVu3OBgPWB-TF8VRT1Ig5aUhPjXNE9KsjQwB6MA8L0ok
https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/images/148581/an-abundance-of-aquaculture-in-andhra-pradesh?fbclid=IwAR24QNzaQArKTsWbFJ83ajU-6OvfBuhIumgGynW6BMtvhyDi_fFg3H-MeUQ
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/culture/article/surviving-the-sneaky-psychology-of-supermarkets?fbclid=IwAR1p62zzXOml8xwVzPOVvw_U8dRwSgfs2FUxLkQziLsiHDUebU9i0aWiZ2M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RrtbTry7ORE
https://www.treehugger.com/examples-terrace-farming-around-world-4869737
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/down-on-the-farm-a-shortage-of-agricultural-labor/?ftag=CNM-00-10aab6i&linkId=122488802&fbclid=IwAR2vIiEu161Hx3GlZdNXWuC6U4_bPze6NRTKCukdvE5ZQvTUNtYvqrC1d0U
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/06/dining/hydroponic-farming.html?fbclid=IwAR0FiL6ImMq6Gt-fT40GvMncIm3N7Y6krKR3QXGp5m1QXdRiPNv6vg-MCno
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1H54WuUt9uDTV8FWA20dnOslOG45MpdFPQ1xUmYot4J8/htmlpresent
https://www.gcsnc.com/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=46351&dataid=55533&FileName=Von-Thunen-model-reading.pdf
https://www.courierpostonline.com/story/news/2017/12/22/do-you-live-food-desert-feed-our-neighbors/935216001/
https://www.njspotlight.com/video/jersey-is-the-garden-state-so-why-are-there-food-deserts/
https://www.nj.com/opinion/2021/02/sometimes-an-nj-food-desert-is-just-a-mirage-editorial.html
https://thephiladelphiacitizen.org/reality-check-violent-areas-are-hungry-areas/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/building-oasis-philadelphia-food-desert
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/47a207cba6154498b4d6f3bad1ce94d1
https://uo-online.maps.arcgis.com/apps/StorytellingSwipe/index.html?appid=44bb412a4aa046a4a3590db600a54a6b
http://thefoodtrust.org/food-access


Standard(s): 

Societies use a variety of strategies to adapt to changes in the physical environment, Therefore, the student is able to: 
Explain how societies adapt to reduced capacity in the physical environment 

4.0 Students will be able to:  

• Successfully complete the Global Agriculture FRQ with a score of 6. 

3.0 Students will be able to:  

• Successfully complete the Global Agriculture FRQ with a score of 4. 

2.0 
Students will be able to: 

• Partially complete the Global Agriculture FRQ with a score of 2. 

1.0 With help, partial success at level 2.0 content and level 3.0 content: 

0.0 Even with help, no success 

 

Unit Modifications for Special Population Students 

Advanced Learners • Provide ample opportunities for creative behavior. 

• Create assignments that call for original work, independent learning, critical 
thinking, problem solving, and experimentation. 

•  Show appreciation for creative efforts 

• Respect unusual questions, ideas, and solutions. 

• Encourage students to test their ideas. 

• Provide opportunities and give credit for self-initiated learning. 

• Avoid overly detailed supervision and too much reliance on prescribed curricula. 

• Allow time for reflection. 

• Resist immediate and constant evaluation. 

• Avoid comparisons to other students. 
Struggling Learners • Assist students in getting organized. 

• Give short directions. 

• Use drill exercises. 

• Give prompt cues during student performance. 

• Let students with poor writing skills use a computer. 

• Break assignments into small segments and assign only one segment at a time. 

• Demonstrate skills and have students model them. 

• Give prompt feedback. 

• Use continuous assessment to mark students’ daily progress. 

• Prepare materials at varying levels of ability 
English Language Learners 
 
 

• Use a slow, but natural rate of speech; speak clearly; use shorter sentences; 
repeat concepts in several ways. 

• When possible, use pictures, photos, and charts. 

• Corrections should be limited and appropriate.  Do not correct grammar or usage 
errors in front of the class. 

• Give honest praise and positive feedback through your voice tones and visual 
articulation whenever possible. 

• Encourage students to use language to communicate, allowing them to use their 
native language to ask/answer questions when they are unable to do so in 
English. 

• Integrate students’ cultural background into class discussions. 

• Use cooperative learning where students have opportunities to practice 
expressing ideas without risking language errors in front of the entire class 

• Coordinate with English Language Learner advisor to modify activities where 
appropriate:http://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf 

Learners with an IEP 
 

Each special education student has in Individualized Educational Plan (IEP) that 
details the specific accommodations, modifications, services, and support needed to 
level the playing field. This will enable that student to access the curriculum to the 
greatest extent possible in the least restrictive environment. These include:  

• Variation of time: adapting the time allotted for learning, task completion, or 

testing 

• Variation of input: adapting the way instruction is delivered 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf


• Variation of output: adapting how a student can respond to instruction 

• Variation of size: adapting the number of items the student is expected to 

complete 

• Modifying the content, process or product 

Additional resources are outlined to facilitate appropriate behavior and increase 
student engagement. The most frequently used modifications and accommodations 
can be viewed here. 
Teachers are encouraged to use the Understanding by Design Learning Guidelines 
(UDL). These guidelines offer a set of concrete suggestions that can be applied to any 
discipline to ensure that all learners can access and participate in learning 
opportunities. The framework can be viewed here www.udlguidelines.cast.org  

Learners 

with a 

504  

• Refer to 

page four in 

the Parent 

and 

Educator 

Guide to 

Section 504 

to assist in 

the 

development 

of 

appropriate 

plans. 
 

 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Indicators: 
Visual and Performing Arts: 1.3.2.c.1, 1.3.2.c.2, 1.3.5.c.2, 1.3.12.c.1 
 
Comp. Health & Physical Ed: 2.2.6.B.3, 2.2.8.B.1, 2,2,12,C,2 
 
English Language Arts (ELA) Common Core: WHST. 11.12.1, WHST. 11.12.2, WHST. 11.12.4, WHST. 11.12.5, 
WHST. 11.12.6, WHST. 11.12.7, WHST. 11.12.8, WHST. 11.12.9, WHST. 11.12.10, RH.11-12.1, RH.11.12.2, RH.11-
12.3, RH.11.12-4, RH.11.12-5, RH.11.12-6, RH.11.12-8, RH.11.12-9, RH.11.12-10 
 
Mathematics Common Core: 4.1.8.C, 4.4.8.A, 4.5.A, 4.5.D, 44.1.8.C, 4.4.8.A, 4.5.F 
 
Science: 5.1.4.B.4, 5.1.12.C.3, 5,1,8,D,1, 5.1.12.D.1 
 
World Languages: 7.1.NM.A.3, 7.1.NM.A.4 
 
Technology: 8.1.8.A.1, 8.1.8.A.2, 8.1.8.A.3, 8.1.8.A.4, 8.1.8.A.5, 8.1.8.B.1, 8.1.8.C.1, 8.1.8.D.1, 8.1.8.E.1, 8.1.8.F.1 
 
21st Century Life and Careers (Includes Financial Literacy 9.2): 9.1.8.A.1, 9.1.8.A.2, 9.1.8.A.3, 9.1.8.A.4, 
9.1.12.A.2, 9.1.12.A.4, 9.1.8.B.2, 9.1.8.C.2., 9.1.8.D.2, 9.1.8.D.4, 9.1.8.D.5, 9.1.8.E.1, 9.1.8.E.4, 9.1.8.E.5 

 

Integration of 21st Century Skills 

Indicators: 
Within the context of key knowledge instruction, students must also learn the essential skills for success in 
today’s world, such as critical thinking, problem solving, communication and collaboration. Standards are 
taken from: 
http://www.p21.org/storage/documents/docs/P21_Framework_Definitions_New_Logo_2015.pdf 
 
The curriculum includes not only a focus on mastery of key subjects, but also promote understanding of 
academic content at much higher levels by weaving 21st century interdisciplinary themes into key subjects: 

 
Themes: 

file:///C:/Users/CKURTH/Desktop/Modifications%202021-2022.pdf
http://www.udlguidelines.cast.org/
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf
http://www.p21.org/storage/documents/docs/P21_Framework_Definitions_New_Logo_2015.pdf


Global Awareness 
Civic Literacy 
Environmental Literacy 
Information, Media, and Technology 

 
Skills: 
Think Creatively  
Work Creatively with Others 
Implement Innovations 
Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
Communication and Collaboration 
Information, Media and Technology Skills 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 6 Title: Cities and Urban Land Use Patterns and Processes 

 

 

 

Unit Description:  

Unit 6 addresses the origins and influences, particularly site and situation, of urban settlements as students explore cities 
across the world and the role of those cities in globalization. They examine the spatial distribution of the world’s largest 
cities, comparing them across regions and analyzing patterns of connectivity and accessibility. Within cities, students 
identify patterns of development and make inferences about their economic and political influences at regional, national, 
and international levels of scale. Students examine the hierarchy of urban settlements on the landscape, applying the 
rank-size rule and central place theory at regional and national scales to evaluate mobility patterns and economic and 
political relationships. Statistics such as census data are used to reveal the challenges of urban places, including density, 
sprawl, demands of infrastructure, and mobility. 

Students examine patterns of change over time and modern challenges to sustainability from urban growth. On both local 
and global scales, they look at the ways that cities are improving sustainability through new approaches to growth, such 
as mixed-land use zoning, smart growth policies, and public transportation–oriented development at local and 
international scales. 

This unit reinforces what students learned in the units on politics and culture as they consider the role cities play as key 
centers of global markets, culture, and politics and contrast the roles of urban and rural areas. 

Unit Duration: 4-5 weeks 

Desired Results 

Standard(s): (from National Council for Geographic Education): 

Functions of Settlements 

1. The numbers, types, and range of the functions of settlements change over space and time 

Therefore, the student is able to: 

A. Explain how and why the number and range of functions of settlements have changed and may change in the future, 
as exemplified by being able to 

• Analyze the reasons for and results of policies of municipal governments on the internal structure of cities (e.g., 
zoning ordinances to determine the location and characteristics of residential, commercial, and industrial sectors, 
incentives to encourage development, legislation of flood-plain regions restricting development). 

https://ncge.org/teacher-resources/national-geography-standards/


• Analyze the effects that a nearby resource discovery has on the internal structure and functions of an urban place 
(e.g., petroleum and Houston, Texas, gold and Anchorage, Alaska, lithium and Salar de Uyuni, Bolivia). 

• Explain the changes in the size and spatial organization of cities as a result of gains or losses of particular 
industries (e.g., gain of automobile manufacturing in Spartanburg, South Carolina, loss of steel manufacturing in 
Birmingham, England, gain of a high-tech corridor in Boston, loss of textile manufacturing in the Carolinas as a 
result of offshore production). 

2. Settlements can grow and/or decline over time 

Therefore, the student is able to: 

A. Explain and compare the factors that contribute to the growth or decline of settlements over time, as exemplified by 
being able to 

• Analyze and explain the factors that led to the decline and/or disappearance of towns and cities (e.g., rail lines 
did not connect with the town, relocation of the county seat, decline in resource extraction or production, single-
industry towns in periods of recession, bypassed by road development, out-migration of people, especially young 
people). 

• Analyze and explain how historic changes in transportation may have contributed to the growth or decline of 
settlements (e.g., shift from overland to water routes with improved navigation, growth of river port cities following 
the invention of the steamboat, effect of access to railroads, interstate highway system, establishment of regional 
airports). 

• Analyze the fastest growing cities in different world regions and explain the reasons for growth (e.g., access to 
education, natural resources, presence or absence of conflict, reliable food supplies, employment opportunities, 
health care, human rights). 

Patterns of Settlements 

3. The spatial patterns of settlements change over time 

Therefore, the student is able to: 

A. Compare and explain the changing functions, sizes, and spatial patterns of settlements, as exemplified by being able 
to 

• Analyze late 20th-century changes in urban patterns and functions (e.g., edge cities, gentrified districts, more 
specialized services in suburban areas, urban sprawl). 

• Compare satellite images of cities to identify the growth or decline of different sectors in the settlement (e.g., 
squatter settlements, central business district [CBD], green spaces, government buildings). 

• Analyze and explain the differences in the patterns of cities in light of automobile transportation (e.g., London 
versus Los Angeles, Rome versus Dallas). 

B. Analyze and explain the structure and development of megacities and megalopolis, as exemplified by being able to 

• Analyze and explain the factors contributing to the development of urban corridors in megalopolis such as the 
Boston–Washington, DC, corridor and the Taiheiyō Belt (Tokyo–Osaka corridor) in Japan. 

• Analyze the spatial pattern of cities with populations larger than 10 million (megacities) to determine if the pattern 
is associated with specific features (e.g. coastal locations, major rivers, inland waterways, political centers) or 
with particular regions (e.g., South America versus South Asia). 

• Analyze the technological developments that have contributed to the growth and changing spatial distribution of 
megacities and megalopolis (e.g., changes in agricultural production; infrastructure developments such as 
sanitation, railroads, interstate highways, airports; construction technologies). 

Urban Forms and Functions 

4. Urban models are used to analyze the growth and form of urban regions 

Therefore, the student is able to: 

A. Explain and compare the growth and structure of cities using different urban models, as exemplified by being able to 

• Identify and analyze the structure of urban places in comparison to general models of urbanization (e.g., 
concentric rings, sectors, specialized functions, walled cities). 

• Construct a map of a hypothetical city and explain the internal spatial structures (e.g., central business district, 
industrial zones, residential, service activities, suburban retail, and information-based activities). 

• Identify and explain contemporary urban conditions that may not be addressed in urban models (e.g., 
homelessness, squatter settlements, transitions in ethnic neighborhoods, low-income public housing, 
gentrification). 



Indicators: 
Explain the significance of geographic similarities and differences among different locations and/or at different times. 
Explain spatial relationships across various geographic scales using geographic concepts, processes, models, or 
theories. 
Explain a likely outcome in a geographic scenario using geographic concepts, processes, models, or theories. 
Explain the strengths, weaknesses, and limitations of different geographic models and theories in a specified context. 
Compare patterns and trends in maps and in quantitative and geospatial data to draw conclusions. 
Explain patterns and trends in maps and in quantitative and geospatial data to draw conclusions. 
Explain what maps or data imply or illustrate about geographic principles, processes, and outcomes. 
Explain how maps, images, and landscapes illustrate or relate to geographic principles, processes, and outcomes. 
Explain the processes that initiate and drive urbanization and suburbanization. 
Explain how cities embody processes of globalization. 
Identify the different urban concepts such as hierarchy, interdependence, relative size, and spacing that are useful for 
explaining the distribution, size, and interaction of cities. 
Explain the internal structure of cities using various models and theories. 
Explain how low-, medium-, and high-density housing characteristics represent different patterns of residential land use. 
Explain how a city’s infrastructure relates to local politics, society, and the environment. 
Identify the different urban design initiatives and practices. 
Explain the effects of different urban design initiatives and practices. 
Explain how qualitative and quantitative data are used to show the causes and effects of geographic change within urban 
areas. 
Explain causes and effects of geographic change within urban areas. 

Describe the effectiveness of different attempts to address urban sustainability challenges. 
Understandings: 
Students will understand that… U 

1. The presence and growth of cities vary across 
geographical locations because of physical geography 
and resources. 

2. Site and situation influence the origin, function, and 
growth of cities. 

3. Changes in transportation and communication, 
population growth, migration, economic development, 
and government policies influence urbanization.  

4. Megacities and metacities are distinct spatial 
outcomes of urbanization increasingly located in 
countries of the periphery and semi periphery. 

5. Processes of suburbanization, sprawl, and 

decentralization have created new land-use forms—

including edge cities, exurbs, and boom burbs—and 

new challenges. 
6. World cities function at the top of the world’s urban 

hierarchy and drive globalization. 
7. Cities are connected globally by networks and 

linkages and mediate global processes. 
8. Principles that are useful for explaining the distribution 

and size of cities include rank-size rule, the primate 
city, gravity, and Christaller’s central place theory. 

9. Models and theories that are useful for explaining 
internal structures of cities include the Burgess 
concentric-zone model, the Hoyt sector model, the 
Harris and Ullman multiple nuclei model, the galactic 
city model, bid-rent theory, and urban models drawn 
from Latin America, Southeast Asia, and Africa. 

10. The attitudes and values of a population, as well as 
the balance of power within that population, are 
reflected in the built landscape. 

11. Residential buildings and patterns of land use reflect 
and shape the city’s culture, technological capabilities, 
cycles of development, and infilling. 

Essential Questions: Q 

How do site and situation influence the origin, function, 
and growth of cities? 
How do changes in transportation and communication, 
population growth, migration, economic development, and 
government policies influence urbanization? 
What are megacities and metacities and how are they 
related to urbanization and countries of the periphery and 
semi periphery? 
How have the processes of suburbanization, sprawl, and 
decentralization created new land-use forms—including 
edge cities, exurbs, and boom burbs—and new 
challenges? 
Why do world cities function at the top of the world’s urban 
hierarchy and drive globalization? 
How are cities connected globally by networks and 
linkages and mediate global processes? 
Which principles are useful for explaining the distribution 
and size of cities?  What are the limitations of these 
principles? 
Which models and theories are useful for explaining 
internal structures of cities?  What are the limitations of 
these models and theories? 
How do residential buildings and patterns of land use 
reflect and shape a city’s culture, technological 
capabilities, cycles of development, and infilling? 
How does the location and quality of a city’s infrastructure 
directly affect its spatial patterns of economic and social 
development? 
What are sustainable design initiatives and zoning 
practices? 
What are smart-growth policies, including New Urbanism, 
greenbelts, and slow-growth cities? 
Which type of urban design initiatives have garnered 
praise for their efforts? 
What criticisms exist of urban design initiatives? 



12. The location and quality of a city’s infrastructure 
directly affects its spatial patterns of economic and 
social development. 

13. Sustainable design initiatives and zoning practices 
include mixed land use, walkability, transportation-
oriented development, and smart-growth policies, 
including New Urbanism, greenbelts, and slow-growth 
cities. 

14. Praise for urban design initiatives includes the 
reduction of sprawl, improved walkability and 
transportation, improved and diverse housing options, 
improved livability and promotion of sustainable 
options. Criticisms include increased housing costs, 
possible de facto segregation, and the potential loss 
of historical or place character. 

15. Quantitative data from census and survey data 
provide information about changes in population 
composition and size in urban areas. 

16. Qualitative data from field studies and narratives 
provide information about individual attitudes toward 
urban change. 

17. Urban areas face unique economic, political, cultural, 
and environmental challenges. 

18. As urban populations move within a city, economic 
and social challenges result, including issues related 
to housing and housing discrimination such as 
redlining, blockbusting, and affordability; access to 
services; rising crime; environmental injustice; and the 
growth of disamenity zones or zones of abandonment. 

19. Squatter settlements and conflicts over land tenure 
within large cities have increased. 

20. Responses to economic and social challenges in 
urban areas can include inclusionary zoning and local 
food movements. 

21. Urban renewal and gentrification have both positive 
and negative consequences. 

22. Functional and geographic fragmentation of 

governments—the way government agencies and 

institutions are dispersed between state, county, city, 

and neighborhood levels—presents challenges in 

addressing urban issues. 
23. Challenges to urban sustainability include suburban 

sprawl, sanitation, climate change, air and water 
quality, the large ecological footprint of cities, and 
energy use. 

24. Responses to urban sustainability challenges can 
include regional planning efforts, remediation and 
redevelopment of brownfields, establishment of urban 
growth boundaries, and farmland protection policies. 

How does quantitative data from census and survey data 
provide information about changes in population 
composition and size in urban areas? 
How does qualitative data from field studies and narratives 
provide information about individual attitudes toward urban 
change? 
What kind of economic and social challenges result as 
urban populations move within a city 
How have squatter settlements and conflicts over land 
tenure within large cities increased? 
What do responses to economic and social challenges in 
urban areas include? 
What are the positive and negative consequences of 
urban renewal and gentrification? 
How does functional and geographic fragmentation of 
governments present challenges in addressing urban 
issues? 
What are the challenges to urban sustainability? 
What are the responses to urban sustainability? 

Assessment Evidence 

Performance Tasks:T 

Describe how the National Park City designation might 
influence future urban design initiatives in London. 
Explain some of the challenges geographers face when 
comparing the size of cities or urban areas in different 
parts of the world. 
Compare a metropolitan area to a city. 
Compare site and situation and describe factors related 
to each. 
Describe the role that both site and situation played in 
the location of Tenochtitlan. 

Other Evidence: 

• Teacher observations 

• Informal checks for understanding 

• Independent reading/student conferences 

• Independent writing/student conferences   

• Class discussions 

• Collaboration with others   

• Group work    

• Classwork    



Identify and describe the site and situation factors that 
likely influenced the location of Tashbulak. 
Explain why many US cities developed along rivers in 
the 19th century. Would you predict these cities to 
experience future growth? 
Compare the ways in which economic development and 
government policies drive urbanization. 
Explain how the automobile has transformed modern 
American cities. How are American cities that evolved 
after the automobile different from earlier cities? 
Describe how suburbanization relates to urban sprawl. 
Explain how government policies influenced 
urbanization in Liverpool. 
Explain which city people from a community located 
halfway between New York City and Albany, New York, 
would be most likely to visit. Use the gravity model. 
Explain the rank-size rule for cities two through five 
given the largest city has a population of 15 million. 
Explain why high-order goods have larger thresholds 
and ranges than low-order goods. 
Identify and explain the limitations of central place 
theory. 
Identify two factors driving urban growth in peripheral 
countries. 
Explain why most future megacities will be found in 
peripheral countries. 
Compare the characteristics of world cities with those of 
other cities. 
Explain how world cities may influence the culture of 
people halfway around the world. 
Describe steps that a city can take to attract attention on 
a global scale. 
Explain how Shanghai’s site and situation have 
influenced the origin, function, and growth of the city. 
Explain the degree to which the bid-rent theory explains 
why certain businesses are located near a CBD and 
other businesses are not. 
Explain how the Hoyt sector model expanded upon the 
Burgess concentric-zone model. 
Identify the four factors that influence the formation of 
nodes in the Harris and Ullman multiple-nuclei model. 
Compare the sector and concentric-zone models and 
explain how they influenced the Latin American city 
model. 
Identify criticisms of the African city model. 
Describe how the Southeast Asian city model identifies 
and explains common characteristics of Southeast 
Asian cities. 
How does spatial planning explain spatial patterns of 
segregation in South Africa? 
Compare the urban population density in the United 
States with other countries around the world, and 
explain what factors influence any differences. 
Explain why the desire for a single-family home and 
space leads to sprawl. 
Identify the types of homes found in a city with very 
high-density housing. 
Explain which model of urban settlement best describes 
Bejing and why. 
Compare low-, medium-, and high-density housing in 
the United States in terms of what it is and where it can 
be found. 

• Homework   

• Teacher-created tests and quizzes 

• Teacher-created multimedia projects 

• AP Classroom Progress Checks 

• Case studies 

• Article/video reviews 

• Map quizzes 

• Vocabulary quizzes 



Explain the relationship between housing density and 
city services. Give examples as part of your answer. 
Describe what might happen to a core country whose 
infrastructure has started to crumble and become less 
reliable. 
Explain why, from a spatial perspective, it makes sense 
to dedicate lanes for buses only. 
Explain the degree to which disagreements between 
governments at different levels might affect housing. 
Identify what distinguishes qualitative data from 
quantitative data. 
Explain the differences between the four types of data. 
Describe the value in combining qualitative and 
quantitative data. 
Explain the difference between mixed-use development 
and traditional zoning practices. 
Describe how mixed-use development supports urban 
sustainability. 
Explain whether smart-growth policies are successful in 
achieving affordable and accessible housing. 
Identify possible benefits and drawbacks of building on 
urban greenbelt states. 
Describe some urban design principles. 
Explain how declining tax revenue is linked to 
infrastructure problems and patterns of urban poverty. 
Compare the practices of redlining and blockbusting. 
Describe how zones of abandonment contribute to the 
economic and social challenges in urban areas. 
Describe how affordable housing shortages occur in 
cities. 
Explain why squatter settlements exist in countries of 
the periphery. 
Describe one way city governments could reduce the 
negative impacts of gentrification in urban areas. 
Explain why New York City’s High Line has not resulted 
in adequate or equitable housing in its neighborhood. 
Explain how green roofs can make cities more 
sustainable. 
Compare the types of urban sustainability challenges 
faced by different countries. 
Explain the degree to which urban areas contribute to 
climate change. 
Describe why you think regional planning is an effective 
way to overcome urban sustainability challenges. 
Explain whether the construction of “vertical forests” can 
solve the challenges of urban sustainability in other 
cities. 

Benchmarks: 

Continue to update assigned countries’ profiles to reflect what you learned in the urbanization unit 

Urbanization Game 

Design a City Activity  

Learning Plan 
 

Learning Activities: 
Weeks 1-2: 

• Assign & explain urbanization portion of year-long countries project. 

• Assign unit vocab – students will be quizzed biweekly on unit vocab & map skills. 

• Assign unit reading guide. 



• Unit notes & lecture. 
 

Weeks 3-4: 

• City Models project & presentation 

• Urbanization/Cities game 

• Covid-19 and Urban Data - Website - The COVID-19 pandemic: Impacts on cities and major lessons for urban 
planning, design, and management - make a jigsaw where students each read part of the article and create a 
poster with the findings and quantitative data to support the findings.  They then interview a classmate from a 
different city to get qualitative data about the impact of COVID on their city. 

• Padlet article/video review – Read one article or watch one video and comment on how it relates to the unit.  
Also mention any content related to other units in the course. 
 

Week 5: 

• Case study analysis Jigsaw 

• Mini-test bellringers – 3 prompts based MCQs 

• AP Classroom personal progress checks & unit test review – complete and do peer review in class 

• Unit MC & FRQ exam 
 
Resources:  
Textbook: National Geographic Human Geography, A Spatial Perspective 
 
Textbook Resources: Student Writing Handbook; Student Geography Handbook; National Geographic video library; 
National Geographic Explorer Library; Case Study library; PowerPoint library; Handbook Answer Key; Student 
Companion Workbook; Teacher’s Assessment Companion Workbook; National Geographic Atlas; National Geographic 
MapMaker; Graphic Organizer Library; Glossary; Chapter Summative Assessments & Answer Keys; Unit Summative 
Assessments and Answer Keys; Diagnostic AP Exam and Answer Key; Cengage/Congero online learning resources 
 
Supplemental Resources: AMSCO Advanced Placement Human Geography, 2nd Edition; The Introductory Reader in 
Human Geography, 5 Steps to a 5 – 500 AP Human Geography Questions; 5 Steps to a 5 AP Human Geography 
Review Book; Kaplan Prep Plus AP Human Geography; Barron’s AP Human Geography; College Board AP Classroom; 
Various other readings. 
 
General Course Resources: 
College Board AP Human Geography 
World Maps 
CIA World Factbook 
Country Watch 
Population Reference Bureau 
National Geographic 
United Nations 
Smithsonian Institute 
US Census Bureau 
World Health Organization 
Council on Foreign Relations – World 101 
Seterra Geography – The Ultimate Map Quiz Site 
Google Earth 
UN Data – A World of Information 
Geography Education (ScoopIt! – case studies) 
Perry-Castañeda Library Map Collection (University of Texas) 
Oxford Dictionary of Human Geography 
ArcGIS Online 
Geoguessr 
Mapping Our World – Esri Academy 
World Atlas 
Gapminder Quizzes 
National Geographic – AP Human Geography 
Esri – Instructional Resources 
Lizard Point Geography Quizzes 
30 Models and Theories to Know for AP Human Geography 
AP Human Geography Models and Theories 
 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048969720359209?fbclid=IwAR1DzhkOo0fvxTb0-uJK0arF3tmBVLf5OufStT3PWTR5Yt9AmD2Ju76nWRU
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048969720359209?fbclid=IwAR1DzhkOo0fvxTb0-uJK0arF3tmBVLf5OufStT3PWTR5Yt9AmD2Ju76nWRU
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-human-geography
https://www.worldatlas.com/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/
http://www.countrywatch.com/
https://www.prb.org/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/
https://www.un.org/en/
https://naturalhistory.si.edu/
https://www.census.gov/
https://www.who.int/en/
https://world101.cfr.org/global-teaching-resource
https://online.seterra.com/en
https://earth.google.com/web/@0,0,0a,22251752.77375655d,35y,0h,0t,0r?fbclid=IwAR3yQxtfibB8rEGGYqyzTKLUejx87LUHEcg5w9zHs1_mxry_6kUPK_QPldk
http://data.un.org/default.aspx?fbclid=IwAR09FJgD_tuHcgRdx8MWXBsv12xIW1aqNd2j8yC4cJY2x1g-HsdSFo_IWmA
https://www.scoop.it/topic/geography-education?fbclid=IwAR3HkxlQ0RIO7GajnO_tf8TqeOIxOaHlWs19BuyCF2OAYFZsOmndWHD5e74
https://legacy.lib.utexas.edu/maps/?fbclid=IwAR0U4GGbMjYLV8qhHGhK7E4CsqKgTZtTwka4TLWXnvT0ZRGdhJF-q8mjLdY
https://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780199599868.001.0001/acref-9780199599868
https://www.arcgis.com/index.html
https://www.geoguessr.com/
https://www.esri.com/training/catalog/57967874fa50cd7e5a4b5a75/mapping-our-world/
https://www.worldatlas.com/
https://www.gapminder.org/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/ap-human-geography/
https://www.esri.com/en-us/industries/education/schools/instructional-resources
https://lizardpoint.com/geography/
https://fiveable.me/ap-hug/-/ap-human-geo-models-theories/blog/iBpHvi6ltOi8naATRMGv
https://prezi.com/quigwfyvfnoy/ap-human-geography-models-and-theories/


Unit Specific Resources: 
Why Jakarta is Sinking 
6.4 (central place theory) – A Map of Baseball Nation 
Megacities of the World (find graphic organizer) 
6.9 and 6.11 – Green Cities Index 
La Brega – Puerto Rican Levittown 
Apple Podcasts – Stuff You Should Know - Gentrification 
6.6 Density and Land Use & 6.9 Urban Data - How Should We Define the Suburbs? 
Microloans – Which would you pick? 
From MDGs (Millennium Development Goals) to SDGs (Sustainable Development Goals) 
Hotelling Video – Why do competitors open their stores next to each other? 
Atlas of Sustainable Development Goals 
What is New Urbanism? – Celebration, Florida 
Urbanization Review Part 1 
What is Environmental Racism? 
What is Environmental Racism (video)? 
Why the “wrong side of the tracks” is usually the east side of cities? 
6.9 Ranked: The World’s Least Affordable Cities to Buy a Home 
Mapped: The Greenest Countries in the World 
6.3 Cities and Globalization – 10 Years of Global Power City Index - This is a great question to pose to students to 
introduce how cities are connected & how world cities drive globalization. It includes examples of specific events that 
might specifically affect a city's ranking, such as economic recession or hosting the Olympics. 
6.9-6.10 – Urban Displacement Project - The Urban Displacement Project (UDP) is a research and action initiative of 
UC Berkeley. UDP conducts community-centered, data-driven, applied research toward more equitable and inclusive 
futures for cities. 
Topic 6.10 (SPS-6.A.1, 2, 4) – The Violent Origins of Dodger Stadium 
A Map of Every Building in the US 
The Real-Life Possibilities of Black Panther's Wakanda, According to Urbanists and City Planners - The design and 
infrastructure of Black Panther's fictional East African nation, Wakanda, has experts thinking about what it means for 
our future. 
6.3 – Why NYC Is So Huge - it also hits site and situation, sequence occupancy, infrastructure, immigration. It could be 
fun to challenge the students to see what terms and concepts they notice in a review setting, because this really does 
pull it all together. 
Gentrification – Disrupt & Dismantle, Norfolk VA,  
How Atlanta Is Turning Ex-Cons Into Urban Farmers 
RPG Creator Points Out The Geographical Absurdity of New Orleans 
Homeownership And America's Growing Wealth Gap - this relatively new 15-minute video neatly ties together several 
unit 6 & 7 concepts in a way that is accessible to students. It includes several topics in 6.10 such as redlining, 
gentrification, and housing affordability as well as essential knowledge in 7.6, the subprime mortgage crisis that helped 
create the global financial crisis of 2008. I like this video better than the Rothstein one because it is more correlated to 
topics in the CED and includes a brief discussion about how homeownership can help build wealth, which is something 
many students don't understand. 
6.8, 6.11 – How Walkable is Your Community? -  
The Moms of Magnolia Street - It's a 4-part series on CA's housing affordability crisis - references to gentrification, 
government-backed housing discrimination, predatory lending 
Gentrification - What It’s Like To Get Kicked Out Of Your Neighborhood, Atlanta - Gentrification and Displacement, 
What You Need to Know about Gentrification (with Lesson Plan), Gentrification Explained 
6.7, 6.8, 6.11 - Riders Are Abandoning Buses and Trains. That’s a Problem for Climate Change. (Also 7.8) 
Inside Rio’s favelas, the city's impoverished, neglected neighborhoods 
New Urbanism & Gentrification – Can Removing Highways Fix America’s Cities? 
Climates of Inequality - Stories of Environmental Justice 
Topic 6.10 Challenges of Urban Changes. Proof of structural racism and spatial inequalities - Homes in poor 
neighborhoods are taxed at roughly twice the rate of those in rich areas, study shows 
‘Gentrification has arrived in Salt Lake City,’ and it’s wreaking havoc 
The Trust for Public land - Report: Parks and an equitable recovery.  We've measured who does and does not have 
access to the outdoors in America—and uncovered some major disparities. Read more about this alarming data and 
learn how we can build a better path forward in our 2021 report, “Parks and an equitable recovery.” 
Cities and Urban Land Use 
60 Years of Urban Change - Compare aerial images from decades ago to modern satellite views to explore dramatic 
changes that affected downtown areas in the last half of the 20th Century. 
Here Are the Real Boundaries of American Metropolises, Decided by an Algorithm 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z9cJQN6lw3w&fbclid=IwAR2ZH565992o8_TTVDvqKd-ZMGtYt-GQ0USFRm5LManUPBprWzt8pPnvt2E
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/04/24/upshot/facebook-baseball-map.html?mtrref=undefined&assetType=REGIWALL&fbclid=IwAR0LMn6RCoYTp0uC8dYX4h48YGLGY-Mm9s1Nn4YU3n2NIN6Evn6Twp3Vz60#5,45.049,-92.323
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ULzxD3w_c8&fbclid=IwAR0z-Tj3GQP3tmNH9I-p2uD8ngXmAtfgAX7HNL7gAY4NZ4N6qrPlDreriE0
https://assets.new.siemens.com/siemens/assets/api/uuid:cf26889b-3254-4dcb-bc50-fef7e99cb3c7/gci-report-summary.pdf?fbclid=IwAR25NRuDum5OKY0Dlu6nr7QP0xhpvfAGOZoeLp6meRASNLuUTNkZhEAqCZU
https://www.wnycstudios.org/podcasts/otm/episodes/on-the-media-la-brega-show?fbclid=IwAR1opK0n7vjFlR1rdcH5GfgLRrGSS3NLoyi6MM1azhU_3wl7m429YTmrtew
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/how-housing-discrimination-works/id278981407?i=1000508582300
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-06-12/why-we-need-a-standard-definition-of-the-suburbs?fbclid=IwAR2FQy_QT6-m2rTVEHU1K11tD2n6WVRoyPNCnH5RknMDnrB1Cg5j5TDuP10
https://www.kiva.org/lend-by-category/women
https://www.sdgfund.org/mdgs-sdgs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jILgxeNBK_8
https://datatopics.worldbank.org/sdgatlas/?fbclid=IwAR1IMd5JdmgOLsim_kP3-iQBGpn_qOIrtrkgu8_hVIJT5tBy2VFLgTVT1vQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sOaXfc9MuKc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RnXYOka_fIs
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/07/what-is-environmental-racism-pollution-covid-systemic/?fbclid=IwAR1Rhd0ONzFjXF_IPUjlTDFV9XzYxsOx6eohu3qPiMehaAPARVROFHkvA70
https://www.weforum.org/videos/19034-environmental-racism-explained
https://www.ted.com/talks/stephen_deberry_why_the_wrong_side_of_the_tracks_is_usually_the_east_side_of_cities?language=en&fbclid=IwAR2cA3KkvN-43PLZtpTYR1OijClalRFc5lofh1TqOVc3bJNrF2BRvy_xO6Y
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/least-affordable-cities-to-buy-a-home/?fbclid=IwAR1cE_mxo1ViecnNpypRYMAQ9yemAMDEfMxphKBZJ7573owL6F2gMO4tOM8
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/greenest-countries-in-the-world/?fbclid=IwAR1HjnRIoSSeGX-n5cWZwdwbxAWXBdsuLt9YWjfTjXnGKQbSUo_kLC4H-_k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JTbdhrLju90
https://www.urbandisplacement.org/?fbclid=IwAR3K73Lf0kCg9Fd23VU4biLWokWypuXoyU_dBm0GDIwy6ZeWgJXQqcrdmG4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DxJuuWUzQzI
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/10/12/us/map-of-every-building-in-the-united-states.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20210513&instance_id=30730&nl=the-morning&regi_id=82358642&segment_id=57934&te=1&user_id=a2ab6c7b4888f14e56a1dae467835f6b&fbclid=IwAR338PRcIeV_9FSe5KddzV2nKiiw6nbzbasM-c5VXvk2dbTNS0lTSfjexcQ&mtrref=l.facebook.com&gwh=33454CFC6CD546E9B0AEEC7BDD90500C&gwt=regi&assetType=REGIWALL
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/the-real-life-possibilities-of-black-panthers-wakanda-according-to-urbanists-and-city-planners?fbclid=IwAR25ByLYuFjSKMa2rYIoWqNi3Jq29tqO2ft0DR1qqtdRfAf17V3vPwG-scs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=McLgpck2i7A
https://www.bet.com/video/disrupt-and-dismantle/season-1/full-episodes/episode-105-displacement-in-the-mermaid-city.html?fbclid=IwAR0eq3RDkYowORimrHbiXxFoE-RdjI_XST3Ipk2PpgMjgzW2bGW6RV9osK8
https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2018/12/06/food-policy-incarceration-young-people-atlanta-222758/?fbclid=IwAR1uVClJCDhNBXcqcWyL4wpJI52LW9IkmB4fYzv000MiFHUM-wxCw5jVEvw
https://cheezburger.com/14006789/rpg-creator-points-out-the-geographical-absurdity-of-new-orleans?fbclid=IwAR2rsDS4C-7ZXwRKKn-9tVK8bJxA6pkLsOPRUFowJAWcgnJUHbZq0dabd40
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OaAI7NlZUXM
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/2daeb15645864aabbee1e66b4190333b?fbclid=IwAR3zqLsA0e9m-gMsjf0DDgy8mvXSTtpT3quGpyEgRB7XA5dLGTyfA2RINE0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uGt304OiFPc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tYNuR1oaQts
https://www.urbandisplacement.org/atlanta/atlanta-gentrification-and-displacement?fbclid=IwAR1bHuNV1k1Mc_jtq67443YIlgqIiRBIbsiNGnf-ICV-gTnEZtPj79LtkD4
https://www.kqed.org/lowdown/26269/what-you-need-to-know-about-gentrification?fbclid=IwAR2yxBiGxas6uTiMO3uzdFwvaPaJ9FLT3CpuOJTh6L5NLCqZe2dtHhF7MP4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V0zAvlmzDFc
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/25/climate/buses-trains-ridership-climate-change.html?referringSource=articleShare&fbclid=IwAR27HFBWyfNjxJGxqrk96hdNSUFoGHi1vmU_fF1Tu9_AJVYSvSJvVCE2frg
https://www.vox.com/2016/8/1/12322566/rio-favela-olympics-brazil?fbclid=IwAR0TDzupL9J8mCsov_1hYtKkx9lY3roSwJRhlGx848Ri_KhxLs3hW-Dgf_E
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1668241076721744/permalink/2826811934197980/
https://climatesofinequality.org/?fbclid=IwAR0fWY4dtXzSHixYRh1fLfD7UTDy_JFz8ufO5H_yaKqVgdfPLn5Gqul5KDw
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2021/03/12/property-tax-regressive/?fbclid=IwAR0UYXKRHdg4gY1l60BEsQAj356MVJrRLxyv0Yyx6Nd5FeIly-n5F4d6UFI
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2021/03/12/property-tax-regressive/?fbclid=IwAR0UYXKRHdg4gY1l60BEsQAj356MVJrRLxyv0Yyx6Nd5FeIly-n5F4d6UFI
https://www.sltrib.com/news/2021/03/14/gentrification-has/?fbclid=IwAR1Xyuw3wH6K4SwlQLNddj40_Q8C_KU7NQivdFWYnkNEs82ZbPYySE4B8nU
https://www.tpl.org/parkscore?fbclid=IwAR1BRaz6WAEgK8jleWet2PiUMtngpWgXPTfK9amx-58XD1R6xIRvVI0YHc4
http://hhsrobinson.org/HHSRobinson/Urbanization_Group_Activities.html?fbclid=IwAR3B7WIDcR8lAwn11fbeuBwP63tsQ99sjQAAQEvBWkQ6qSRRkcXaO9RNcqY
http://iqc.ou.edu/urbanchange?fbclid=IwAR0ccdx2V9GmyW7kol6vp27g23vAg7NmVxHsPKrfKYkAp8kNFHtfUc48z8U
https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/here-are-the-real-boundaries-of-american-metropolises-decided-by-an-algorithm?utm_medium=atlas-page&utm_source=facebook&fbclid=IwAR2pmKf-Vd_vN4raBvs5KzyGWkjyj6dvi10WPkzEMfe-gKNJLO3O0Jo9-bo


Why You Should Teach with Donut country - https://www.heylistengames.org/post/why-you-should-teach-with-donut-
county 
G7 backs Biden infrastructure plan to rival China’s belt and road initiative 
Poor Philadelphia Neighborhoods Have Worse Access to Public Parks 
For Colorado Mountain Towns, the Workforce May Never Be the Same (also unit 7, possibly unit 2) 
The Simplest Tool for Improving Cities is also Free 
These 8 cities around the world are putting their focus on biking and walking — not cars 
'Streetonomics': What our addresses say about us 
Mapped: The 1.2 Billion People Without Access to Electricity 
People On This Group Are Sharing Examples Of ‘Urban Hell’ That Look Like A Dystopian Movie But Are Sadly Real (40 
Pics) 
You Can't Understand the Rust Belt Without Understanding Its Suburbanization (also unit 7) 
Since when have trees only existed for rich Americans? 
New Jersey Rail (Gateway Project) 
Glassboro-Camden light rail proposal takes next step in South Jersey 
SEPTA Map 
NJ Transit Rail System Map 

 

\Unit Learning Goal and Scale 
(Level 2.0 reflects a minimal level of proficiency) 

Standard(s): 

Urban models are used to analyze the growth and form of urban regions; Therefore, the student is able to:  Explain and 
compare the growth and structure of cities using different urban models 

4.0 Students will be able to:  

• Accurately describe and give specific examples (with evidence) of the different types of urban models: 
Burgess Concentric Zone, Hoyt Sector, Harris-Ullman Multiple Nuclei, Galactic City, Edge City, DeBlij 
African City, McGee Southeast Asian City, Latin American City, Vance Urban Realm, and Islamic City. 

3.0 Students will be able to:  

• Recognize descriptions of the various types of urban models when given examples 

2.0 

Students will be able to: 

• Define the different types of urban models: Burgess Concentric Zone, Hoyt Sector, Harris-Ullman 
Multiple Nuclei, Galactic City, Edge City, DeBlij African City, McGee Southeast Asian City, Latin 
American City, Vance Urban Realm, and Islamic City. 

1.0 With help, partial success at level 2.0 content and level 3.0 content: 

0.0 Even with help, no success 

 
Standard(s): 

The spatial patterns of settlements change over time; Therefore, the student is able to:  Analyze and explain the 
structure and development of megacities and megalopolis 

4.0 Students will be able to:  

• Successfully complete the Megacities FRQ with a score of 6. 

3.0 Students will be able to:  

• Successfully complete the Global Agriculture FRQ with a score of 4. 

2.0 
Students will be able to: 

• Partially complete the Global Agriculture FRQ with a score of 2. 

1.0 With help, partial success at level 2.0 content and level 3.0 content: 

0.0 Even with help, no success 

 

Unit Modifications for Special Population Students 

Advanced Learners • Provide ample opportunities for creative behavior. 

• Create assignments that call for original work, independent learning, critical 
thinking, problem solving, and experimentation. 

•  Show appreciation for creative efforts 

• Respect unusual questions, ideas, and solutions. 

https://www.heylistengames.org/post/why-you-should-teach-with-donut-county
https://www.heylistengames.org/post/why-you-should-teach-with-donut-county
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jun/12/g7-global-infrastructure-plan-to-rival-chinas-belt-and-road-initiative?CMP=oth_b-aplnews_d-1
https://www.phillymag.com/news/2021/05/27/parks-philadelphia-equity-report/?fbclid=IwAR0HactgGN9RmcFkEMDprrZe0QkHrko2VuMzOcpv0hAeqRi1nu5qIfIt24s
https://www.5280.com/2021/07/for-colorado-mountain-towns-the-workforce-may-never-be-the-same/?fbclid=IwAR0YBJ4ixBpF-OT-_9JMp7EhckZ_CrepS3SQfEeqsk_e65VCx3tkS9f54Ds
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/16/opinion/cities-reopening-time.html?fbclid=IwAR2vIXjX6AdIB1deGpcKtKpPeO7n1Los7kIhq7iJOyR8Dqv0H5Q5xb94YgI
https://ideas.ted.com/these-cities-around-the-world-are-focusing-on-biking-and-walking-instead-of-cars/?fbclid=IwAR3eupGupMKIjBuhO756R402XoYeBVbdHD1typCg3hFdNVGNvX7DLKP5dMM
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20210712-streetonomics-what-our-addresses-say-about-us
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20210712-streetonomics-what-our-addresses-say-about-us
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/mapped-billion-people-without-access-to-electricity/?fbclid=IwAR09FJgD_tuHcgRdx8MWXBsv12xIW1aqNd2j8yC4cJY2x1g-HsdSFo_IWmA
https://www.boredpanda.com/urban-nightmare/?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=BPFacebook&fbclid=IwAR06d7blBZNfMGVeEBU3OzNS6Ow8iLKfQtUUEY-nXaY5QdrIyNIoDM6HwYs
https://www.boredpanda.com/urban-nightmare/?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=BPFacebook&fbclid=IwAR06d7blBZNfMGVeEBU3OzNS6Ow8iLKfQtUUEY-nXaY5QdrIyNIoDM6HwYs
https://www.strongtowns.org/journal/2020/11/30/you-cant-understand-the-rust-belt-without-understanding-its-suburbanization?utm_campaign=meetedgar&utm_medium=social&utm_source=meetedgar.com&fbclid=IwAR2DswAt9ub_ZMGDBGmfkzRhBMcSbpRojXTJF_8yhXbxpni5-0IBhBdeMbo
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/06/30/opinion/environmental-inequity-trees-critical-infrastructure.html?fbclid=IwAR0PSxm3O1Um7805zaJ0fjTRrLjkB6h1Tysh3eTM0qz4DOlmrGHrpEuT-V4
https://www.railway-technology.com/projects/new-jersey-rail/
https://www.phillyvoice.com/glassboro-camden-light-rail-south-jersey-philadelphia-patco-nj-transit/
http://www.septa.org/maps/system/index.html
https://d2g63oyneaimm8.cloudfront.net/sites/default/files/pdfs/rail/Rail_System_Map.pdf


• Encourage students to test their ideas. 

• Provide opportunities and give credit for self-initiated learning. 

• Avoid overly detailed supervision and too much reliance on prescribed curricula. 

• Allow time for reflection. 

• Resist immediate and constant evaluation. 

• Avoid comparisons to other students. 
Struggling Learners • Assist students in getting organized. 

• Give short directions. 

• Use drill exercises. 

• Give prompt cues during student performance. 

• Let students with poor writing skills use a computer. 

• Break assignments into small segments and assign only one segment at a time. 

• Demonstrate skills and have students model them. 

• Give prompt feedback. 

• Use continuous assessment to mark students’ daily progress. 

• Prepare materials at varying levels of ability 
English Language Learners 
 
 

• Use a slow, but natural rate of speech; speak clearly; use shorter sentences; 
repeat concepts in several ways. 

• When possible, use pictures, photos, and charts. 

• Corrections should be limited and appropriate.  Do not correct grammar or usage 
errors in front of the class. 

• Give honest praise and positive feedback through your voice tones and visual 
articulation whenever possible. 

• Encourage students to use language to communicate, allowing them to use their 
native language to ask/answer questions when they are unable to do so in 
English. 

• Integrate students’ cultural background into class discussions. 

• Use cooperative learning where students have opportunities to practice 
expressing ideas without risking language errors in front of the entire class 

• Coordinate with English Language Learner advisor to modify activities where 
appropriate:http://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf 

Learners with an IEP 
 

Each special education student has in Individualized Educational Plan (IEP) that 
details the specific accommodations, modifications, services, and support needed to 
level the playing field. This will enable that student to access the curriculum to the 
greatest extent possible in the least restrictive environment. These include:  

• Variation of time: adapting the time allotted for learning, task completion, or 

testing 

• Variation of input: adapting the way instruction is delivered 

• Variation of output: adapting how a student can respond to instruction 

• Variation of size: adapting the number of items the student is expected to 

complete 

• Modifying the content, process or product 

Additional resources are outlined to facilitate appropriate behavior and increase 
student engagement. The most frequently used modifications and accommodations 
can be viewed here. 
Teachers are encouraged to use the Understanding by Design Learning Guidelines 
(UDL). These guidelines offer a set of concrete suggestions that can be applied to any 
discipline to ensure that all learners can access and participate in learning 
opportunities. The framework can be viewed here www.udlguidelines.cast.org  

Learners 

with a 

504  

• Refer to 

page four in 

the Parent 

and 

Educator 

Guide to 

Section 504 

to assist in 

the 

 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf
file:///C:/Users/CKURTH/Desktop/Modifications%202021-2022.pdf
http://www.udlguidelines.cast.org/
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf


development 

of 

appropriate 

plans. 
 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Indicators: 
Visual and Performing Arts: 1.3.2.c.1, 1.3.2.c.2, 1.3.5.c.2, 1.3.12.c.1 
 
Comp. Health & Physical Ed: 2.2.6.B.3, 2.2.8.B.1, 2,2,,12,C,2 
 
English Language Arts (ELA) Common Core: WHST. 11.12.1, WHST. 11.12.2, WHST. 11.12.4, WHST. 11.12.5, 
WHST. 11.12.6, WHST. 11.12.7, WHST. 11.12.8, WHST. 11.12.9, WHST. 11.12.10, RH.11-12.1, RH.11.12.2, RH.11-
12.3, RH.11.12-4, RH.11.12-5, RH.11.12-6, RH.11.12-8, RH.11.12-9, RH.11.12-10 
 
Mathematics Common Core: 4.1.8.C, 4.4.8.A, 4.5.A, 4.5.D, 44.1.8.C, 4.4.8.A, 4.5.F 
 
Science: 5.1.4.B.4, 5.1.12.C.3, 5,1,8,D,1, 5.1.12.D.1 
 
World Languages: 7.1.NM.A.3, 7.1.NM.A.4 
 
Technology: 8.1.8.A.1, 8.1.8.A.2, 8.1.8.A.3, 8.1.8.A.4, 8.1.8.A.5, 8.1.8.B.1, 8.1.8.C.1, 8.1.8.D.1, 8.1.8.E.1, 8.1.8.F.1 
 
21st Century Life and Careers (Includes Financial Literacy 9.2): 9.1.8.A.1, 9.1.8.A.2, 9.1.8.A.3, 9.1.8.A.4, 
9.1.12.A.2, 9.1.12.A.4, 9.1.8.B.2, 9.1.8.C.2., 9.1.8.D.2, 9.1.8.D.4, 9.1.8.D.5, 9.1.8.E.1, 9.1.8.E.4, 9.1.8.E.5 

 

Integration of 21st Century Skills 

Indicators: 
Within the context of key knowledge instruction, students must also learn the essential skills for success in 
today’s world, such as critical thinking, problem solving, communication and collaboration. Standards are 
taken from: 
http://www.p21.org/storage/documents/docs/P21_Framework_Definitions_New_Logo_2015.pdf 
 
The curriculum includes not only a focus on mastery of key subjects, but also promote understanding of 
academic content at much higher levels by weaving 21st century interdisciplinary themes into key subjects: 

 
Themes: 
Global Awareness 
Civic Literacy 
Environmental Literacy 
Information, Media, and Technology 

 
Skills: 
Think Creatively  
Work Creatively with Others 
Implement Innovations 
Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
Communication and Collaboration 
Information, Media and Technology Skills 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.p21.org/storage/documents/docs/P21_Framework_Definitions_New_Logo_2015.pdf


 

 

Unit 7 Title: Industrial and Economic Development Patterns & Processes 

Unit Description:  

This unit addresses the origins and influences of industrial development, along with the role industrialization plays in 
economic development and globalization. Concepts learned in the political unit, such as territoriality, help students build 
an understanding of the measures of social and economic development and to explain development theories, such as 
dependency theory and Rostow’s Stages of Economic Growth. The theories they explore are in turn useful in explaining 
spatial variations in development such as core periphery relationships. 

Students examine contemporary spatial patterns of industrialization and the resulting geography of uneven 
development—for example, the differences between urban and rural China or Brazil. They explore changes to places 
resulting from the growth or loss of industry and the role of industry in the world economy. Measurements of development 
provide the quantitative data to analyze the spatial relationships of the global market. Statistics and spatial data reveal 
the impact of development on individual populations, including the role of women in the labor market. Students explore 
strategies for sustainable development focused on women, children, health, education, the environment, and global 
cooperation. 

This final unit of the course pulls together those aspects of human geography learned in previous units to help students 
develop a more complete understanding of local and global geographic patterns and processes and of possibilities for the 
future. 

Unit Duration: 4- 5 weeks 

Desired Results 

Standard(s): (from National Council for Geographic Education): 

Economic Activities 

The scale and organization of economic activities change over time 

Therefore, the student is able to: 

A. Explain how economic activities change over time, as exemplified by being able to 

• Explain how ways of organizing work processes change the structure of economic activities (e.g., the effects of 
assembly lines, just-in-time parts deliveries, and robots on automobile production, the effects of bulk purchasing, 
centralized warehouses, and just-in-time delivery in the success of Wal-Mart). 

• Explain how, where, and why companies expand (e.g., Starbucks, Wal-Mart, and McDonalds start as local stores, 
spread regionally, nationally, and then internationally). 

• Explain how air-freight companies have changed patterns of economic activity (e.g., fruit, flowers, and vegetables 
are shipped worldwide from East Africa, the Middle East, and South Africa; the role of the FedEx hub in Memphis 
as a center for repairing computers and electronic equipment). 

Location and Spatial Patterns of Economic Activities 

2. Patterns exist in the spatial organization of economic activities 

Therefore, the student is able to: 

A. Identify and analyze the origins and development of and changes in patterns of economic activities, as exemplified by 
being able to 

• Analyze cases that stretch or change interpretations of traditional theories of location, such as Weber’s Least 
Cost (e.g., Japanese cars made in the United States, airline ticket and insurance claim processing in Ireland, US 
medical procedure results being read and interpreted by physicians in India). 

• Compare the changing patterns of production for major industries in the United States (e.g., the movement of the 
furniture industry from New England and the Upper Midwest to the Carolinas, the movement of the forestry 
industry from New England to the Carolinas and Georgia to the Northwest, textile production from New England 
to the Carolinas to overseas). 

• Analyze how the evolution and development of capitalism influenced human migrations (e.g., movement of 
people from rural areas to developing urban centers, European migration to the United States, colonialism and 
the African slave trade). 

Connecting Economic Activities 

https://ncge.org/teacher-resources/national-geography-standards/


3. Economic systems are dynamic organizations of interdependent economic activities for the production, exchange, 
distribution, and consumption of goods and services 

Therefore, the student is able to: 

A. Explain how the economic systems of countries and regions consist of multiple coordinated economic activities, as 
exemplified by being able to 

• Analyze the importance of location and geographic distribution in relation to the advantage for countries that 
belong to the European Union (EU), North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), and Central American 
Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA) (e.g., common boundaries to expedite movement of goods and products, 
reduction of transport time and distance, complementary production so that products made in one country are in 
demand in several others, cooperative arrangements for piecework on parts that are eventually assembled in one 
or more of the membership countries). 

• Construct flow maps showing the movement of resources to production centers and the flow of finished products 
to consumption points and analyze the impact of the production process on regional and national economies 
(e.g., flows of petroleum, clothing products, electronics). 

• Explain why places become major hubs of economic activity (e.g., research universities provide ideas and skilled 
labor to Silicon Valley’s computer manufacturing companies, low-cost labor in Chinese cities provide the incentive 
to move manufacturing jobs from the United States and Europe). 

B. Explain why and how economic systems change, as exemplified by being able to 

• Explain how technological developments in transportation systems have changed production and consumption 
patterns and increased the flow of commerce around the world (e.g., the roles of wagons, railroads, canals, 
container shipping, air travel, and satellites in moving goods, people, and information). 

• Explain how the development of communication systems changed the way in which economic systems operate 
(e.g., the effects on speed and volume of communications from mail to telegraph to telephone to cell phone to 
Internet). 

• Analyze the impact of globalization on less developed and developed regions and nations in terms of costs and 
benefits. (e.g., manufactured products at a lower price and economies of scale have both negative and positive 
consequences). 

4. Improvements in transportation and communication networks reduce the effects of distance and time on the movement 
of people, products, and ideas 

Therefore, the student is able to: 

A. Explain the effects of technological changes in communications and transportation systems on the speed and 
distances over which people, products, and ideas move, as exemplified by being able to 

• Explain how time-space compression has changed modern locational decision-making (e.g., distributed remote 
office locations, international staffing to optimize time zones, telecommuting options in the workplace). 

• Identify and explain technological developments over the past 75 years having the most impact on overcoming 
time and distance (e.g., container shipping, air freight, Internet connections, satellite communications). 

• Explain the technologies that allow migrants to maintain their linguistic culture and identities longer than prior 
immigrant groups (e.g., mobile phones, Internet connectivity, Web-based translation services). 

Indicators: 
Compare patterns and trends in visual sources to draw conclusions. 
Explain spatial relationships in a specified context or region of the world, using geographic concepts, processes, models, 
or theories. 
Explain possible limitations of the data provided. 
Compare patterns and trends in maps and in quantitative and geospatial data to draw conclusions. 
Explain the strengths, weaknesses, and limitations of different geographic models and theories in a specified context. 
Explain spatial relationships across various geographic scales using geographic concepts, processes, models, or 
theories. 
Explain possible limitations of visual sources provided. 
Explain the degree to which a geographic concept, process, model, or theory effectively explains geographic effects 
across various geographic scales. 
Explain how the Industrial Revolution facilitated the growth and diffusion of industrialization. 
Explain the spatial patterns of industrial production and development. 
Describe social and economic measures of development. 
Explain how and to what extent changes in economic development have contributed to gender parity. 
Explain different theories of economic and social development. 



Explain causes and geographic consequences of recent economic changes such as the increase in international trade, 
deindustrialization, and growing interdependence in the world economy. 
Explain how sustainability principles relate to and impact industrialization and spatial development. 

Understandings: 
Students will understand that… U 

1. Industrialization, past and present, has facilitated 
improvements in standards of living, but it has also 
contributed to geographically uneven development. 

2. Industrialization began as a result of new technologies 
and was facilitated by the availability of natural 
resources. 

3. As industrialization spread it caused food supplies to 
increase and populations to grow; it allowed workers 
to seek new industrial jobs in the cities and changed 
class structures. 

4. Investors in industry sought out more raw materials 
and new markets, a factor that contributed to the rise 
of colonialism and imperialism. 

5. The different economic sectors—including primary, 

secondary, tertiary, quaternary, and quinary—are 

characterized by distinct development patterns. 
6. Labor, transportation (including shipping containers), 

the break-of-bulk point, least cost theory, markets, 
and resources influence the location of manufacturing 
such as core, semi periphery, and periphery locations. 

7. Measures of social and economic development 
include Gross Domestic Product (GDP); Gross 
National Product (GNP); and Gross National Income 
(GNI) per capita; sectoral structure of an economy, 
both formal and informal; income distribution; fertility 
rates; infant mortality rates; access to health care; use 
of fossil fuels and renewable energy; and literacy 
rates. 

8. Measures of gender inequality, such as the Gender 
Inequality Index (GII), include reproductive health, 
indices of empowerment, and labor-market 
participation. 

9. The Human Development Index (HDI) is a composite 
measure used to show spatial variation among states 
in levels of development. 

10. The roles of women change as countries develop 
economically. 

11. Although there are more women in the workforce, they 
do not have equity in wages or employment 
opportunities. 

12. Microloans have provided opportunities for women to 
create small local businesses, which have improved 
standards of living. 

13. Different theories, such as Rostow’s Stages of 
Economic Growth, Wallerstein’s World System 
Theory, dependency theory, and commodity 
dependence, help explain spatial variations in 
development. 

14. Economic and social development happen at different 
times and rates in different places. 

15. Complementarity and comparative advantage 
establish the basis for trade. 

16. Neoliberal policies, including free trade agreements, 
have created new organizations, spatial connections, 
and trade relationships, such as the EU, World Trade 
Organization (WTO), Mercosur, and OPEC, that foster 
greater globalization. 

Essential Questions: Q 

How did new technologies and availability of natural 
resources lead to industrialization? 
How did industrialization affect food supplies, populations, 
class structures, and jobs? 
How did investment in industry contribute to the rise of 
colonialism and imperialism? 
What are the distinct development patterns that 
characterize the different economic sectors (primary, 
secondary, tertiary, quaternary, and quinary)? 
How do labor, transportation (including shipping 
containers), the break-of-bulk point, least cost theory, 
markets, and resources influence the location of 
manufacturing in core, semi periphery, and periphery 
locations? 
What are the different measures of social and economic 
development?  
What do the measures of gender inequality include 
How does the Human Development Index (HDI) show 
spatial variation among states in levels of development? 
What are the limits of the Human Development Index 
(HDI)? 
How do the roles of women change as countries develop 
economically? 
What challenges do women in the workforce face? 
How have microloans have provided opportunities for 
women and helped to improve standards of living? 
How do different theories, such as Rostow’s Stages of 
Economic Growth, Wallerstein’s World System Theory, 
dependency theory, and commodity dependence, help 
explain spatial variations in development? 
How do complementarity and comparative advantage 
establish the basis for trade? 
How have neoliberal policies, including free trade 
agreements, created new organizations, spatial 
connections, and trade relationships, such as the EU, 
World Trade Organization (WTO), Mercosur, and OPEC, 
helped foster greater globalization? 
How does government initiatives at all scales affect 
economic development? 
How have global financial crises (e.g., debt crises), 
international lending agencies (e.g., the International 
Monetary Fund), and strategies of development (e.g., 
microlending) demonstrated how different economies have 
become more closely connected, even interdependent? 
How have outsourcing and economic restructuring have 
led to a decline in jobs in core regions and an increase in 
jobs in newly industrialized countries? 
How has the growth of industry in countries outside the 
core resulted in the creation of new manufacturing 
zones—including special economic zones, free-trade 
zones, and export processing zones—and the emergence 
of an international division of labor in which developing 
countries have lower-paying jobs? 
How has the  contemporary economic landscape been 
transformed by post-Fordist methods of production, 
multiplier effects, economies of scale, agglomeration, just-
in-time delivery, the emergence of service sectors, high 
technology industries, and growth poles? 



17. Government initiatives at all scales may affect 
economic development, including tariffs. 

18. Global financial crises (e.g., debt crises), international 
lending agencies (e.g., the International Monetary 
Fund), and strategies of development (e.g., 
microlending) demonstrate how different economies 
have become more closely connected, even 
interdependent. 

19. Outsourcing and economic restructuring have led to a 
decline in jobs in core regions and an increase in jobs 
in newly industrialized countries. 

20. In countries outside the core, the growth of industry 
has resulted in the creation of new manufacturing 

zones—including special economic zones, free-trade 

zones, and export processing zones—and the 

emergence of an international division of labor in 
which developing countries have lower-paying jobs. 

21. The contemporary economic landscape has been 
transformed by post-Fordist methods of production, 
multiplier effects, economies of scale, agglomeration, 
just-in-time delivery, the emergence of service 
sectors, high technology industries, and growth poles. 

22. Environmental problems stemming from 
industrialization may be remedied through sustainable 
development strategies. 

23. Sustainable development policies attempt 
24. to remedy problems stemming from natural resource 

depletion, mass consumption, the effects of pollution, 
and the impact of climate change. 

25. Ecotourism is tourism based in natural environments—
often environments that are threatened by looming 

industrialization or development—that frequently helps 

to protect the environment in question while also 
providing jobs for the local population. 

26. The UN’s Sustainable Development Goals help 
measure progress in development, such as small-
scale finance and public transportation projects. 

How do sustainable development policies attempt to 
remedy problems stemming from natural resource 
depletion, mass consumption, the effects of pollution, and 
the impact of climate change? 
What is ecotourism? 
How does ecotourism protect the environment in question 
and the local population? 
How does the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals help 
measure progress in development? 

Assessment Evidence 

Performance Tasks: 

How might overcoming barriers to gender parity in 
Afghanistan affect the country’s economic 
development? 
Explain how the availability of natural resources 
facilitates industrialization. 
Describe the essential changes that took place during 
the Industrial Revolution. 
Describe the geographic factors that led to the Industrial 
Revolution emerging in the Midlands region of Great 
Britain. 
Explain the relationship of industrialization to the 
location of coal resources. 
Explain how world system theory can be used to explain 
the spread of industrialization. 
Describe how industrialization expanded the middle 
class. 
Describe how the Fourth Industrial Revolution has 
differed from the previous three industrial revolutions. 
Explain how the five economic sectors are related to 
one another. 
Explain the degree to which the core-periphery model 
applies to industrialization. 

Other Evidence: 

• Teacher observations 

• Informal checks for understanding 

• Independent reading/student conferences 

• Independent writing/student conferences   

• Class discussions 

• Collaboration with others   

• Group work    

• Classwork    

• Homework   

• Teacher-created tests and quizzes 

• Teacher-created multimedia projects 

• AP Classroom Progress Checks 

• Case studies 

• Article/video reviews 

• Map quizzes 

• Vocabulary quizzes 

 



Identify the factors that will decide whether Vietnam, 
with its dual economy, will become fully developed or 
remain with a two-tiered economy. Explain how each 
factor would contribute to Vietnam’s development. 
Explain how changes to a country’s economic structure 
might affect a government’s decision about whether to 
build a controversial construction project. 
Explain how agglomeration benefits companies that are 
in the same industry. 
Compare the three factors that influence the location of 
industry, according to the least-cost theory. 
Describe what has changed in manufacturing since the 
least-cost theory was first proposed. 
Define each of the following measures and its 
importance: GDP, GNP, and GNI per capita. 
Describe the formal and informal sectors of an economy 
and explain the connection between the structure of an 
economy and economic prosperity. 
Explain why a country might have conflicting GDP and 
HDI measures. 
Define the following terms: gender parity, gender 
equality, gender equity. 
Identify what the Gender Development Index measures. 
Describe what the Gender Inequality Index measures. 
Explain the similarities between the maternal mortality 
ratio and adolescent birth rate. 
Compare the Gender Inequality Index with the Gender 
Development Index. 
Explain how female labor-market participation can affect 
a country’s economic development. 
Explain how women-only cities can impact Saudi 
women. 
Identify and explain the relationship between economic 
development and gender parity. 
Describe how microloans can help get women out of 
poverty. 
Describe how Grameen Bank can be an example for 
societal change. 
Compare Rostow’s stages of economic growth, world 
system theory, and dependency theory. 
Explain the degree to which commodity dependence 
slows and fuels economic development. 
Explain deindustrialization and how it impacts regions 
going through this process as well as other regions. 
Explain how spatial patterns of globalization relate to 
economic development. 
Describe the advantages and disadvantages for 
countries establishing trade relations with one another. 
Explain how the financial crisis of 2007-2008 was an 
indication of globalization. 
Describe the factors that contributed to the rise of post-
Fordism. 
Compare the goals of Fordism and post-Fordism. 
Explain why companies in core countries outsource 
manufacturing operations to countries in the periphery. 
Explain the degree to which outsourcing helps and 
hinders peripheral and semi-peripheral countries. 
Identify three types of new manufacturing zones and 
what they have in common. 
Describe three questions you would ask when deciding 
where to establish a special economic zone or export 
processing zone. 



Explain how Iceland’s fish utilization efforts might impact 
fisheries globally. 
Explain why pollution and environmental issues might 
be more difficult to address in peripheral and semi-
peripheral countries than in core countries. 
Identify which of the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals are most relevant to the United States and other 
core countries and explain why. 
Explain how the efforts of the Boiling River Project 
support the UN’s sustainability goals. To which of the 
UN Sustainable Development Goals do they relate the 
most? 

Benchmarks: 

Finalize assigned countries’ profiles to reflect what you learned in the industry unit. 

Rostow’s World Development Cup 

Which global problem is most important? – Exploring the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 

Learning Plan 
 

Learning Activities: 
Weeks 1-2: 

• Assign & explain industrialization portion of year-long countries project. 

• Assign unit vocab – students will be quizzed biweekly on unit vocab & map skills. 

• Assign unit reading guide. 

• Unit notes & lecture. 
 

Weeks 3-4: 

• Rostow’s World Development Cup 

• Planet Money Makes a T-shirt 

• Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) Presentation: Choose one of the seventeen United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to research. You will prepare and deliver a 5-minute oral presentation 
which conforms to one of four types of presentations described below. The first slide of your presentation 
should identify the SDG you have selected and the project type you have chosen.  

• Padlet article/video review – Read one article or watch one video and comment on how it relates to the unit.  
Also mention any content related to other units in the course. 
 

Week 5: 

• Case study analysis Jigsaw 

• Mini-test bellringers – 3 prompts based MCQs 

• AP Classroom personal progress checks & unit test review – complete and do peer review in class 

• Unit MC & FRQ exam 
 
Resources:  
Textbook: National Geographic Human Geography, A Spatial Perspective 
 
Textbook Resources: Student Writing Handbook; Student Geography Handbook; National Geographic video library; 
National Geographic Explorer Library; Case Study library; PowerPoint library; Handbook Answer Key; Student 
Companion Workbook; Teacher’s Assessment Companion Workbook; National Geographic Atlas; National Geographic 
MapMaker; Graphic Organizer Library; Glossary; Chapter Summative Assessments & Answer Keys; Unit Summative 
Assessments and Answer Keys; Diagnostic AP Exam and Answer Key; Cengage/Congero online learning resources 
 
Supplemental Resources: AMSCO Advanced Placement Human Geography, 2nd Edition; The Introductory Reader in 
Human Geography, 5 Steps to a 5 – 500 AP Human Geography Questions; 5 Steps to a 5 AP Human Geography 
Review Book; Kaplan Prep Plus AP Human Geography; Barron’s AP Human Geography; College Board AP Classroom; 
Various other readings. 
 
General Course Resources: 
College Board AP Human Geography 
World Maps 

https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-human-geography
https://www.worldatlas.com/


CIA World Factbook 
Country Watch 
Population Reference Bureau 
National Geographic 
United Nations 
Smithsonian Institute 
US Census Bureau 
World Health Organization 
Council on Foreign Relations – World 101 
Seterra Geography – The Ultimate Map Quiz Site 
Google Earth 
UN Data – A World of Information 
Geography Education (ScoopIt! – case studies) 
Perry-Castañeda Library Map Collection (University of Texas) 
Oxford Dictionary of Human Geography 
ArcGIS Online 
Geoguessr 
Mapping Our World – Esri Academy 
World Atlas 
Gapminder Quizzes 
National Geographic – AP Human Geography 
Esri – Instructional Resources 
Lizard Point Geography Quizzes 
30 Models and Theories to Know for AP Human Geography 
AP Human Geography Models and Theories 
 
Unit Specific Resources: 
Living on a Dollar 
The Power of Kiva 
How Containerization Shaped the Modern World 
7.6 – Choke points - Float like an Egyptian: Mega container ship blocking Suez Canal partially refloated (also 4.3) 
Deindustrialization – What happened to Detroit? 
The Suez Canal: A Critical Waterway comes to a Halt 
The Evergiven Everywhere 
Wordwall – Rostow v Wallerstein 
Dollar Street 
Factfulness Quiz 
See How the Rest of the World Lives (TEDTalk) 
7.8 – Sustainable Development Goals Quiz - QUIZ: BETTER UNDERSTANDING THE SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SDGS) 
How Africa Could One Day Rival China 
7.8 – What is your Ecological Footprint? 
Megacities: The Challenges of Modern Urbanization 
7.2 – Auto plants of North America, 2002 
Mapped: The Greenest Countries in the World 
500 years of European colonialism, in one animated map 
How Africa can keep rising 
Opportunity Atlas 
How Containerization Shaped the Modern World (also Unit 6) 
Mapping the World’s Key Maritime Choke Points 
7.4 - An unlikely band of water defenders fights chronic shortages in El Salvador - Geographically uneven development 
of women, compares a new apartment complex to some subsistence farmers nearby. 
7.1 - The Origins of the Industrial Revolution 
In Suez Canal, Stuck Ship is a Warning About Excessive Globalization 
The Political Economy of Black Panther's Wakanda 
globalization, international shipping, choke points - Visualizing the World’s Busiest Ports 
7.6, 7.7 (also unit 6) - A Hundred Years of Detroit – Then and Now - A split-screen tour highlights the iconic landmarks 
and auto-manufacturing industry of the Motor City, once the fourth largest city in America with its wealth of stable jobs 
on the Ford, Chrysler, and G.M. assembly lines. 
7.8 - UN Sustainable Development Goals: How Companies Stack Up 
7.5-7.7 and would work well for exam review. It hits on concepts in every single unit except perhaps 5, including 
globalization, migration, ethnocentrism/cultural relativism, urban growth, infrastructure, economic development, 

https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/
http://www.countrywatch.com/
https://www.prb.org/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/
https://www.un.org/en/
https://naturalhistory.si.edu/
https://www.census.gov/
https://www.who.int/en/
https://world101.cfr.org/global-teaching-resource
https://online.seterra.com/en
https://earth.google.com/web/@0,0,0a,22251752.77375655d,35y,0h,0t,0r?fbclid=IwAR3yQxtfibB8rEGGYqyzTKLUejx87LUHEcg5w9zHs1_mxry_6kUPK_QPldk
http://data.un.org/default.aspx?fbclid=IwAR09FJgD_tuHcgRdx8MWXBsv12xIW1aqNd2j8yC4cJY2x1g-HsdSFo_IWmA
https://www.scoop.it/topic/geography-education?fbclid=IwAR3HkxlQ0RIO7GajnO_tf8TqeOIxOaHlWs19BuyCF2OAYFZsOmndWHD5e74
https://legacy.lib.utexas.edu/maps/?fbclid=IwAR0U4GGbMjYLV8qhHGhK7E4CsqKgTZtTwka4TLWXnvT0ZRGdhJF-q8mjLdY
https://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780199599868.001.0001/acref-9780199599868
https://www.arcgis.com/index.html
https://www.geoguessr.com/
https://www.esri.com/training/catalog/57967874fa50cd7e5a4b5a75/mapping-our-world/
https://www.worldatlas.com/
https://www.gapminder.org/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/ap-human-geography/
https://www.esri.com/en-us/industries/education/schools/instructional-resources
https://lizardpoint.com/geography/
https://fiveable.me/ap-hug/-/ap-human-geo-models-theories/blog/iBpHvi6ltOi8naATRMGv
https://prezi.com/quigwfyvfnoy/ap-human-geography-models-and-theories/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TBjoQi1p21Q&list=PL8yuPJgdMUJUgGtgGI-UqVWoXE1cqvX_3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TLQX_5kQHyo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gn7IoT_WSRA
https://www.cityam.com/suez-canal-blocked-with-mega-container-ship/?fbclid=IwAR2KJkTILm5ayfdWy_dpczhzVh2AHeOxGEdg1UCvArW9fMFKKN9o65mq0wI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b1i1vuAD4Xk
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/suez-canal-critical-waterway-comes-to-halt/?fbclid=IwAR3pYoqdKHQPfRut6gQEAv8evz0kEO2deVe2IFiL79R3jkdq-O5arRae6Lg
https://evergiven-everywhere.glitch.me/
https://wordwall.net/resource/13366297/rostow-versus-wallerstein
https://www.gapminder.org/dollar-street
https://factfulnessquiz.com/
https://www.ted.com/talks/anna_rosling_ronnlund_see_how_the_rest_of_the_world_lives_organized_by_income?language=en&fbclid=IwAR00E8Z3F9YkKrcPdAeQpgORY8ciEk_vec2bgNFu0DNaR3uc3lBWhFXxpp0
https://wordwall.net/resource/16020536/geography/78-sustainable-development-goals-quiz
https://www.afd.fr/en/ressources/quiz-better-understanding-sustainable-development-goals-sdgs?fbclid=IwAR02sPNtp2VIpANrh7IdKpxoYA6dhsNZCyvunOOOEr-4PdQjNHzpyXNhtv0
https://www.afd.fr/en/ressources/quiz-better-understanding-sustainable-development-goals-sdgs?fbclid=IwAR02sPNtp2VIpANrh7IdKpxoYA6dhsNZCyvunOOOEr-4PdQjNHzpyXNhtv0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=p8fl-u1UMVA&fbclid=IwAR0Yt0YqmP73B2pRuwlr5MP_KKJxJUoqt7mdneEF1bDavqhdP4mRIaaHTMs
https://www.footprintcalculator.org/?fbclid=IwAR3X4Ay7MhfUpzSqw2kqL97AiJpwW4JHoFB-fLGkU11g9kfm9PPqKvqIsSY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3js5bbuGR1c
https://www.trains.com/trn/railroads/maps/auto-plants-of-north-america-2002/?fbclid=IwAR0tV-KT4aRadeD5B69v3I2wiZ2DKS7engsT5fIDIti-4tgBwAqdY2TlbzY
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/greenest-countries-in-the-world/?fbclid=IwAR1-H8ZUS913HaS9am-0cI-S-ZVpoF2MhpsSG6rBDB7ImRSRmQ88qeVs950
https://www.vox.com/2014/5/8/5691954/colonialism-collapse-gif-imperialism?fbclid=IwAR1PEgDiqfa6TJka73dDDxt9sDNUcif0qb4HInZThsYy04F1qLz7oxSOh0o
https://www.ted.com/talks/ngozi_okonjo_iweala_how_africa_can_keep_rising?language=en&fbclid=IwAR040_Q1VJ08UpWA6lnHb7onhAp-4lYsW4x6H5CjNQ9nVEFVY-2E2mtQnyk
https://www.opportunityatlas.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gn7IoT_WSRA
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/mapping-the-worlds-key-maritime-choke-points/?fbclid=IwAR1HC8foF26eBWiO7tospjqE1YdoQDEna_s7CRtQVgvO2zepj9eM9H9maVA
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/culture/article/unlikely-band-women-water-defenders-fight-chronic-shortages-el-salvador?cmpid=org%3Dngp%3A%3Amc%3Dcrm-email%3A%3Asrc%3Dngp%3A%3Acmp%3Deditorial%3A%3Aadd%3DHistory_20210329&rid=5776235D053184BB1207A3114F8B8D8B&fbclid=IwAR1v6hQDivt8HGjCqwwY7cnvF3dJfzEDFFfNgempCqRWPcreFB4efN3ID8U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ebs4cG20xkg
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/26/business/ship-suez-canal.html?fbclid=IwAR19LCGPEPwtMO_6biY1xoDzqofkRK6s_EFbbXGrzm-eK8p1D5DbRLYAm48
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3129750
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/worlds-busiest-ports/?fbclid=IwAR3Hl5r_aSqO_ft-n-17lloF992LsaK1QCp68XCOGZzOCbAjHp36C36K1Kc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E6tSXMrRXqM
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/sustainable-development-goals/?fbclid=IwAR0sF96P4Ardgo0ar0065jc96Jha_UV1qERktG09GACg6POJK7yDlN96dyY


communism vs capitalism, economies of scale, and international trade. You can even tie in the concept of 
placelessness: what town of a particular size doesn’t have a dollar store? – Dollar Store Town: Inside the World’s 
Biggest Wholesale Market (99% Invisible.org) 
Why There are Now So Many Shortages (It's Not COVID) 
Confronting the Climate Crisis 
How a Steel Box Changed the World: A Brief History of Shipping 
BOXES: Planet Money Makes A T-Shirt (Part IV) - How does a simple T-shirt get made? To find out, we decided to 
make one -- and track every step of production. The journey took us around the world. The trip would have been 
impossible without the humble container, the unsung hero of the global economy. 
The Poorest Countries in the World - Students can compare the GDP of LDC, NIC, & MDC's.  Next research 
information using the SPICE/SPEED technique and explain the overall condition of each country. 
How the World Ran Out of Everything 
How Ikea Plans To Decrease Furniture Waste | Worldwide Waste - In America, the amount of furniture sent to landfill 
has nearly doubled from 35 years ago. That’s about the same time Ikea opened its first US store. Now, Ikea plans to 
make all of its 10,000 products from renewable or recycled materials.  Multinational corporations and SDGs. 
These 1,000 hexagons show how global wealth is distributed 
Drought hits the southwest and New Mexico’s canals run dry 
Making a Buck: How Do Dollar Stores Make Any Money? 
One-third of N.J. living in poverty, nonprofit says. Here’s how much it costs to live in your county. 
Worldwide Waste (video) 
Massive Fire at Can-Am Warehouse Torches Tons of ATVs 
Why There are Now So Many Shortages (It's Not COVID) - video 
Unequal Scenes – Reducing Inequality 
She Started The First Bank for Poor Women (video) 
UN Sustainable Goals 
UNDP 
UN Human Development Index (HDI) 
International Development Patterns, Strategies, Theories & Explanations - Rostow 
Walter Rostow – Wilson Center 
Periphery Role in the World Systems Theory 
Weber’s Least Cost Theory 
Weber’s Least Cost Theory ppt 
US Global Change Research Program 
Planet Money Makes a t-shirt 
UN Sustainable Development Report Downloads 

 

Unit Learning Goal and Scale 
(Level 2.0 reflects a minimal level of proficiency) 

Standard(s): 

Improvements in transportation and communication networks reduce the effects of distance and time on the movement 
of people, products, and ideas, Therefore, the student is able to:  Explain the effects of technological changes in 
communications and transportation systems on the speed and distances over which people, products, and ideas move 

4.0 Students will be able to:  

• Accurately describe and give specific examples (with evidence) of the different of a commodity chain 
for a given product. 

3.0 Students will be able to:  

• Recognize descriptions of the various parts of the commodity chain when given examples. 

2.0 
Students will be able to: 

• Define and put in order the different parts of the commodity chain. 

1.0 With help, partial success at level 2.0 content and level 3.0 content: 

0.0 Even with help, no success 

 
Standard(s): 

The scale and organization of economic activities change over time; Therefore, the student is able to:  Explain how 
economic activities change over time 

4.0 Students will be able to:  

• Successfully complete the Sustainability FRQ with a score of 7. 

3.0 Students will be able to:  

https://99percentinvisible.org/episode/dollar-store-town-inside-worlds-biggest-wholesale-market/?fbclid=IwAR3MU8N_LZjxEB0JAt7PzzedsR3h8KMWVVxEs8kDCJvGEptZyqCgOGenUiI
https://99percentinvisible.org/episode/dollar-store-town-inside-worlds-biggest-wholesale-market/?fbclid=IwAR3MU8N_LZjxEB0JAt7PzzedsR3h8KMWVVxEs8kDCJvGEptZyqCgOGenUiI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b1JlYZQG3lI
https://teachrock.org/lesson/confronting-the-climate-crisis/?fbclid=IwAR1KJD_HqVegNNb0WCNBfA5ivQIkOc7c0Kie4SVc9vcNYc_QqmzUygAPEJc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0MUkgDIQdcM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O4aZzxEnIhE
https://www.focus-economics.com/blog/the-poorest-countries-in-the-world?fbclid=IwAR3QFc3rI74UNDVwDjKhe4OxolNIghk4CEOV__ED5QYylvXZux9FfaHsU-E#GDP%20per%20capita%202016-2022
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/01/business/coronavirus-global-shortages.html?referringSource=articleShare&fbclid=IwAR1l7PYyN0iFaeYoR19NHHuYAQfh-Z_X_98ZnF4WW8UG-R_s3wmMAkSkzqc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XbZvpCyjQTQ
https://bigthink.com/strange-maps/gdp-map?fbclid=IwAR0lEiHYX7oBmEuvxOexm0Lb7c6W41-IhFyopozFPUH_sYCSto4ggrXs35s
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/13/us/acequias-drought-new-mexico-southwest.html?fbclid=IwAR09FJgD_tuHcgRdx8MWXBsv12xIW1aqNd2j8yC4cJY2x1g-HsdSFo_IWmA
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/13/us/acequias-drought-new-mexico-southwest.html?fbclid=IwAR09FJgD_tuHcgRdx8MWXBsv12xIW1aqNd2j8yC4cJY2x1g-HsdSFo_IWmA
https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/610508/how-dollar-stores-make-money?fbclid=IwAR3Gnr5Nyr8yg0YRP8OYt-yQAhYyw0GKAACGhSvgVoZOCBF9lDgZN8ThaIM
https://www.nj.com/data/2021/07/one-third-of-nj-living-in-poverty-nonprofit-says-heres-how-much-it-costs-to-live-in-your-county.html?fbclid=IwAR1bi4LV8Rpbkumgs4I7L4Z8tawI-kMu2asHtHvBjFM7Iz4PmsTLwsciaAU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y5CGcPzZ6LA
https://www.thedrive.com/news/41595/massive-fire-at-can-am-warehouse-torches-tons-of-atvs?fbclid=IwAR1lhrxjDGqa-LMHvqS3Srm50Ok2rmcSUMPGLcRq1hwr4u8oRZmxVa1Rbj0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b1JlYZQG3lI
https://unequalscenes.com/projects?fbclid=IwAR2p1M3sPByJBgEVPLEpt6NJehiGsn5pdS7AbxBYgN9_Y5sTPIwu6mP9tcY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_PEI2srZIrg
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://www.undp.org/
http://hdr.undp.org/en/content/human-development-index-hdi
https://www.e-education.psu.edu/geog128/node/719
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/walt-rostow
https://medium.com/@kendallgrace15/periphery-role-in-the-world-systems-theory-fa5d291cac55
https://www.afsahighschool.com/cms/lib/MN50000145/Centricity/Domain/1165/Least%20Cost%20Theory.pdf
https://www.murrieta.k12.ca.us/cms/lib5/CA01000508/Centricity/Domain/1814/Webers%20Least%20Cost%20Theory%20ppt.pdf
https://www.globalchange.gov/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/lessons-plans/nprs-planet-money-makes-a-t-shirt/
https://dashboards.sdgindex.org/downloads?fbclid=IwAR0BCGcwTE7YSLdOH_k7fY0M61xRlsySJBbquU45cyiEqq4vaF0GV4ycvMw


• Successfully complete the Sustainability FRQ with a score of 5. 

2.0 
Students will be able to: 

• Partially complete the Sustainability FRQ with a score of 3. 

1.0 With help, partial success at level 2.0 content and level 3.0 content: 

0.0 Even with help, no success 

 

Unit Modifications for Special Population Students 

Advanced Learners • Provide ample opportunities for creative behavior. 

• Create assignments that call for original work, independent learning, critical 
thinking, problem solving, and experimentation. 

•  Show appreciation for creative efforts 

• Respect unusual questions, ideas, and solutions. 

• Encourage students to test their ideas. 

• Provide opportunities and give credit for self-initiated learning. 

• Avoid overly detailed supervision and too much reliance on prescribed curricula. 

• Allow time for reflection. 

• Resist immediate and constant evaluation. 

• Avoid comparisons to other students. 
Struggling Learners • Assist students in getting organized. 

• Give short directions. 

• Use drill exercises. 

• Give prompt cues during student performance. 

• Let students with poor writing skills use a computer. 

• Break assignments into small segments and assign only one segment at a time. 

• Demonstrate skills and have students model them. 

• Give prompt feedback. 

• Use continuous assessment to mark students’ daily progress. 

• Prepare materials at varying levels of ability 
English Language Learners 
 
 

• Use a slow, but natural rate of speech; speak clearly; use shorter sentences; 
repeat concepts in several ways. 

• When possible, use pictures, photos, and charts. 

• Corrections should be limited and appropriate.  Do not correct grammar or usage 
errors in front of the class. 

• Give honest praise and positive feedback through your voice tones and visual 
articulation whenever possible. 

• Encourage students to use language to communicate, allowing them to use their 
native language to ask/answer questions when they are unable to do so in 
English. 

• Integrate students’ cultural background into class discussions. 

• Use cooperative learning where students have opportunities to practice 
expressing ideas without risking language errors in front of the entire class 

• Coordinate with English Language Learner advisor to modify activities where 
appropriate:http://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf 

Learners with an IEP 
 

Each special education student has in Individualized Educational Plan (IEP) that 
details the specific accommodations, modifications, services, and support needed to 
level the playing field. This will enable that student to access the curriculum to the 
greatest extent possible in the least restrictive environment. These include:  

• Variation of time: adapting the time allotted for learning, task completion, or 

testing 

• Variation of input: adapting the way instruction is delivered 

• Variation of output: adapting how a student can respond to instruction 

• Variation of size: adapting the number of items the student is expected to 

complete 

• Modifying the content, process or product 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf


Additional resources are outlined to facilitate appropriate behavior and increase 
student engagement. The most frequently used modifications and accommodations 
can be viewed here. 
Teachers are encouraged to use the Understanding by Design Learning Guidelines 
(UDL). These guidelines offer a set of concrete suggestions that can be applied to any 
discipline to ensure that all learners can access and participate in learning 
opportunities. The framework can be viewed here www.udlguidelines.cast.org  

Learners with a 504 • Refer to page four in the Parent and Educator Guide to Section 504 to assist in 
the development of appropriate plans. 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Indicators: 
Visual and Performing Arts: 1.3.2.c.1, 1.3.2.c.2, 1.3.5.c.2, 1.3.12.c.1 
 
Comp. Health & Physical Ed: 2.2.6.B.3, 2.2.8.B.1, 2,2,12,C,2 
 
English Language Arts (ELA) Common Core: WHST. 11.12.1, WHST. 11.12.2, WHST. 11.12.4, WHST. 11.12.5, 
WHST. 11.12.6, WHST. 11.12.7, WHST. 11.12.8, WHST. 11.12.9, WHST. 11.12.10, RH.11-12.1, RH.11.12.2, RH.11-
12.3, RH.11.12-4, RH.11.12-5, RH.11.12-6, RH.11.12-8, RH.11.12-9, RH.11.12-10 
 
Mathematics Common Core: 4.1.8.C, 4.4.8.A, 4.5.A, 4.5.D, 44.1.8.C, 4.4.8.A, 4.5.F 
 
Science: 5.1.4.B.4, 5.1.12.C.3, 5,1,8,D,1, 5.1.12.D.1 
 
World Languages: 7.1.NM.A.3, 7.1.NM.A.4 
 
Technology: 8.1.8.A.1, 8.1.8.A.2, 8.1.8.A.3, 8.1.8.A.4, 8.1.8.A.5, 8.1.8.B.1, 8.1.8.C.1, 8.1.8.D.1, 8.1.8.E.1, 8.1.8.F.1 
 
21st Century Life and Careers (Includes Financial Literacy 9.2): 9.1.8.A.1, 9.1.8.A.2, 9.1.8.A.3, 9.1.8.A.4, 
9.1.12.A.2, 9.1.12.A.4, 9.1.8.B.2, 9.1.8.C.2., 9.1.8.D.2, 9.1.8.D.4, 9.1.8.D.5, 9.1.8.E.1, 9.1.8.E.4, 9.1.8.E.5 

 

Integration of 21st Century Skills 

Indicators: 
Within the context of key knowledge instruction, students must also learn the essential skills for success in 
today’s world, such as critical thinking, problem solving, communication and collaboration. Standards are 
taken from: 
http://www.p21.org/storage/documents/docs/P21_Framework_Definitions_New_Logo_2015.pdf 
 
The curriculum includes not only a focus on mastery of key subjects, but also promote understanding of 
academic content at much higher levels by weaving 21st century interdisciplinary themes into key subjects: 

 
Themes: 
Global Awareness 
Civic Literacy 
Environmental Literacy 
Information, Media, and Technology 

 
Skills: 
Think Creatively  
Work Creatively with Others 
Implement Innovations 
Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
Communication and Collaboration 
Information, Media and Technology Skills 

 

file:///C:/Users/CKURTH/Desktop/Modifications%202021-2022.pdf
http://www.udlguidelines.cast.org/
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf
http://www.p21.org/storage/documents/docs/P21_Framework_Definitions_New_Logo_2015.pdf

