
Welcome to our 
Elementary Instrumental 

Music Parent Night!

Please scan to access 
our presentation 

documents:



TWP VPA MISSION
To provide all students with opportunities to engage in a variety of 
aesthetic and academic experiences that encourage creativity,

innovation and collaboration.

TWP VPA VISION
To empower all learners to engage in creative expression, critical

thinking, and self-discovery in order to develop a lifelong advocacy
and appreciation for the arts.

Department Website

https://www.wtps.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=1501




Elementary Instrumental Music Staff

Mr. Casey Corigliano, K-12 Supervisor of Visual & Performing Arts

Band
Bells & TJ – Mr. Mullen

Hurffville & Wedgwood – Mr. Reim
Birches & Whitman – Mrs. Maxwell

Orchestra
Bells & TJ – Mrs. Aldrich

Hurffville & Wedgwood – Mrs. Reim
Birches & Whitman – Mr. Pryzybylowski



Instrument Rental Program

Music & Arts
Mrs. Stacey Cafagna

(rep visits our schools weekly)



THE IMPORTANCE OF A QUALITY MUSICAL INSTRUMENT
 
To the Parents of Beginning Band and Orchestra Students:
 
The Washington Township Instrumental Music program is comprised of many active musical organizations. Every member makes a daily contribution 
to the overall music-making process. Our rehearsals and performances allow these student musicians to experience the world of music through 
their active participation.
 
As a performing member of the band or orchestra, an important tool in the improvement of your child's playing ability is his/her instrument. The 
instrument is the vehicle that brings the total musical experience to life. Though they may all look alike, rest assured that a good musical instrument 
can go a long way toward making the musical experience a positive one.  As teachers, we have experienced how an inferior instrument can inhibit 
the progress of a student and potentially lead to a student dropping out of the instrumental music program.
 
We find that students who play a better quality instrument often find playing to be easier, their sound to be better and band or orchestra class to 
be more enjoyable.
 
There are many quality instruments from which to choose.  If you are interested in making an investment in your child's music education, please 
consider the rental or purchase of a quality musical instrument. Some brands tthat we recommend for band include, Bach, Selmer, Gemeinhardt and 
Yamaha. If you find other brands you like, please get in touch with someone you trust for advice. String students have a variety of makes and models 
to choose from as well. In addition, string students must use an appropriately sized instrument. Your school’s string specialist will measure your child 
to ensure that they use an appropriately sized instrument. As he/she grows, larger sizes will be necessary. Rental programs typically allow you to 
trade up to larger sizes as your child grows, without additional cost. 
 
If you choose to purchase an instrument from an individual or non-traditional music store, be sure to inquire about warranty, support and 
availability of loaner instruments in the event a repair is needed. For various reasons, including the availability of parts, some traditional music stores 
may not repair instruments purchased in non-traditional music stores. Purchasing an auction-type instrument whether new or used, can also be 
problematic. Some instruments may be in good shape however most instruments, especially older ones, require a visual and playing inspection to 
accurately ascertain their quality and playability. A used instrument frequently requires repair and set-up o make it playable. This can add significantly 
to the overall cost.
 
For more information, please contact your child’s school band or string specialist, consult your child's private music instructor or visit one of the 
local music stores that provide quality instruments.
 
Thanks again for supporting your child's participation in band and orchestra. Music makes a difference.

Quality Instruments



Local Instrument Repair Locations

Coles Music
471 Main St., Sewell/Mantua

Old Towne Music
5101 Rt. 42, Turnersville

(Satellite location for M&A)



Typical Weekly Schedule

• 30 minute lesson (by instrument group)

• 30 minute ensemble rehearsal (full group)
○ Will start later in the year

• Schoology for lesson updates and practice 
information



Lesson Schedules
• Band
○ Bells/TJ
○ Birches/Whitman
○ Hurffville/Wedgwood

• Orchestra
○ Bells/TJ
○ Birches/Whitman
○ Hurffville/Wedgwood

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ApeHO0L0YgTWtgJ3c36PdbsCNSXniI0RjGclzVSxz0s/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TjA0lRssPtEAakCuXOkiuTNA39-f6Z455SHxDRwCPmE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1n-lYoQ8GOPsWFWrnDimRN4Amhgnl1hC5QXimqQrNHsM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1O44nAvIspyv-dxj4Q0kWD09u4AHHFkZqsgmcUAgUWhM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cPwIcnmebLwHUxq9mQDmLCJyssDylJibx_z6XaptSqU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16cLh3sDYRM0cXwzKHQkiQYvYCs9t4Hbb7gldGZfv2uQ/edit?usp=sharing


2024-2025 Concert

Monday, May 5, 2025, 7 p.m.
 

Hurffville & Wedgwood @ CRMS

Bells & TJ @ OVMS

Birches & Whitman @ BHMS

*We will likely need your child to arrive by 6:30pm*



• Set-up a practice location in home where 
student can make noise

• Private from siblings/pets where possible

• Despite the sound, keep encouraging 
them – learning a new instrument is a 
process

Beginning Steps at Home



BAND MATERIALS 

• Comfy chair where feet can touch the ground

• Music Stand 

• Standard of Excellence, Book 1
• Flute 
• Clarinet 
• Saxophone 
• Trumpet 
• Trombone 
• Baritone 
• Percussion Kit  

• We will provide a folder for music



ORCHESTRA MATERIALS 

• Comfy chair where feet can touch the ground

• Music Stand 

• Essential Elements for Strings, Book 1
• Violin
• Viola
• Cello
• Bass  

• Shoulder rest (optional)

• We will provide a folder for music



PRACTICING  
∙ First three months vary from tasks to practicing for 15 minutes

∙ 20 minutes per day for 5 days a week is the goal

∙ 20-30 minutes of practice split up is still 20-30 minutes of practice

∙ Encourage, encourage, encourage
o You will hear sounds you never thought were possible (patience)
o Buy them a manuscript 
o Play with them (if you have your own 
    instrument) participate
o At home concerts
∙ Make the practice area inviting



INSTRUMENT CARE 
❖ Luggage tag, Key Chain, Tape with name to identify Instrument 

❖ Keep instrument clean 

❖ Do not attempt to fix the instrument yourself

❖ Do not keep the instrument in extreme heat or cold
 

❖ Be careful of sharing with younger siblings
❖
❖ Make sure when they are done they put the instrument in a safe 

place, out of reach of pets and siblings



INSTRUMENT CARE
❖ Don’t play band instruments right after eating or drinking 

sugary beverages 

❖ Clarinets & Saxophones need to have a good working reed
❖ Nothing that has turned green 
❖ Warped 
❖ Doesn’t look eaten

❖ Trumpets & Baritones: Valve oil

❖ Trombones: Slide oil or grease



ATTENDING LESSONS
❖Missing one lesson is missing an entire week of school for 

instrumental music

❖Missing 5 lessons before the concert is 20% of our time 
with the students

❖ Forgetting your instrument and/or music is like going to 
school without a laptop or a pen and paper
• Attend anyway, even without their instrument

❖ Students are responsible for work missed during lesson 
time



Going Forward

★ Encourage, encourage, encourage

★ Show potential:
○ Attend a middle school and high school concert 

○ Attend a local/regional band/orchestra concert

★ WTHS Academy



DECIDED ON STOPPING  
❖ Please inform your music teacher via e-mail or 

phone call

❖ Your responsibility to discontinue your rental

❖ Encourage to stick out for the whole year 



INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PARENT FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
 

What can I do to help/motivate my child to succeed at home?
DO:

Help your child to find a regular time and place to practice 
Praise your child’s efforts and offer compliments and encouragement regularly

Encourage your child to play for family and friends
Keep your child’s instrument in working condition

Show constant interest in your child’s progress and their band/orchestra activities
Show support by attending band/orchestra functions and concerts

DON’T:
Use practice as a punishment

Don’t insist that your child play for others when he/she doesn’t want to
Don’t ridicule or make fun of mistakes or less than perfect playing

 
I don't have any musical background; can I still help my child practice?

Yes! Take this time to learn with your child. Ask them to show you what they are learning in lessons. By 
simply monitoring your child's practice and insuring they are performing their exercises/songs as the 

teacher indicated, you will help them progress. You do not need to have any special talent or 
experience. Can a child be "musical" if the parents are not? No one can predict whether your child will 
become a musical person. Success in instrumental music is determined by a number of factors, the most 

important of which are regular practicing and desire.
 

What rate of progress should I expect?
Not too much, too soon. Please don’t expect rapid progress and development in the beginning. After 
they have mastered the first 3 notes in the method book, most students will successfully learn to play 

simple melodies within a couple of months.
 

What if my child loses interest and wants to quit?
Occasionally, students will become frustrated with progress on their instrument, especially when the 

newness wears off. It is important to help your child through these situations:
Discuss the situation with your child to determine why his/her interest is declining. 

Talk with your child’s teacher to see what might be done to stimulate interest
Encourage your child to continue for a specified length of time

Offer increased enthusiasm and support
Seek advice from other band/orchestra parents

As a last resort, discuss the possibility of switching to another instrument with your child’s teacher
 

What should I do if my child misses a lesson due to illness, vacation or classroom conflict?
Keep practicing the same assignment from your last lesson. You may try to go on to the next page of 
our lesson book. Continue to fill out your home practicing record – just move on to the next line on 
your chart. If the student misses a lesson because they forgot the instrument or forgot to come, they 

should see the teacher as soon as possible to get the new assignment and explain what happened.
 

What if my child forgets his/her instrument on lesson day?
It happens once in a while. When a student forgets his/her instrument on band/orchestra days he/she 
should still attend the lesson or rehearsal. They will be given their new assignment and taught the new 
objectives. Sometimes a parent will bring the forgotten instrument to the school office. Then the office 
must notify the student to pick up the instrument on the way to lessons. We are trying to teach our 
young students responsibility for their activities, and decrease classroom and office interruptions, so 

perhaps it is best not to bail the child out by consistently bringing the instrument to school.
Some students are naturally forgetful, but most students will remember their instruments because they 
are looking forward to lessons. If the child consistently forgets, this may be a warning sign that he or she 

has lost interest or has too many activities to juggle. A simple technique could be to pack their 
instrument and book along with their school books and supplies –and place them near the front door 
the night before lessons day – that way in the rush of the morning, they will have everything they need.

Will my child be able to learn to play softly?
Family members of beginning band students may wonder if their young musician will ever be able to 

play softly. Have faith – they will. In the beginning it is difficult to coordinate mind, hands, facial muscles 
and breath. Their muscles are still learning the correct ways to hold the instruments, play notes, and 

blow out enough air to make a sound. Although string instruments are not capable of the same level of 
volume, the beginner can be a challenge to listen to. After many hours of practicing, your student will 
gain control of his/her instrument and body. He/she has just begun to know how much air or bow 

pressure is needed to produce certain notes. Try to be patient and encourage practicing even though it 
may be loud and annoying. The more practice at coordinating their minds, muscles and air, the easier it 
will be to play softer. Sometimes this ability does not happen until the 2nd year of playing – so hang in 
there, and be proud of the “baby steps” your child is making. Hopefully, this should not be too much of 
an issue, because the length of beginning students practice initial practice sessions will not be too long.

 
Can my child change instruments during the school year?

Unfortunately, this general answer is no – our lessons are group lessons and we progress together each 
week. Students wishing to stop their instruments may not switch to another as we do not have new 

beginning groups starting mid-year. They should plan to start the new instrument during the summer, at 
the beginning of the new school year, or privately at a music studio.

 
Does my child have enough talent for this?

The short answer to this question is yes. All children can benefit from music instruction, and many of 
the children who enjoy it the most are not the ones who have enough talent to be the next Itzhak 

Perlman. Much research suggests that students who receive music instruction do better in their other 
classes, and this effect may show up strongest in math class.

Your child needs no more talent to play a musical instrument than he/she needs to learn any other 
subject in school, or to learn tennis, dancing, baseball, football, basketball or riding a bicycle. All these 

things can be taught to a child. Some perform better than others, some learn faster, some are gifted and 
become professionals--but, if a child has the desire to play music, he will play, and his life will be richer 

because of it.
 

Will my child receive a grade for lessons?
They will not receive a letter grade on their regular report card, but will instead receive a separate 

Instrumental Music Assessment report twice per year, at the end of the semesters in February and in 
June. This report details progress in many areas of performance and classroom participation. The 

students are told about these evaluations ahead of time and given a short piece of music to prepare on 
their own.

 
What if my child needs braces - will this interfere with playing a wind or brass instrument?

Braces will not restrict your child from choosing the instrument they want unless the orthodontist 
advises otherwise. If a child highly desires a certain instrument, they will generally bear a little extra 

discomfort. Braces do cause irritation of the inner lip linings, especially with high brass instruments such 
as trumpet and French horn. However, a child who is highly motivated will still succeed, although they 

may progress slower while they have braces. In addition, there is an adjustment period when braces are 
removed, as this causes the lip formation to be

different without the added dimensions of the braces under the lips.
 

What performance opportunities will there be for my child?
School concerts, assemblies, etc.

Check school calendar and teacher eBoards for more info
 

What about private lessons?
Private lessons are the best way to accelerate instruction and a great way to motivate students – please 

check with your child’s teacher for recommendations!
 
 

PLEASE CONTACT US IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS WE ARE 
HERE TO HELP YOUR CHILDREN AND WILL BE HAPPY TO DO WHAT WE CAN ON 

THEIR BEHALF

Thank you for your 
attendance this evening!

Please feel free to meet with any 
of us afterwards


